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Why Go?

Tell someone in China that you're heading to Guangxi
(J774) and they’ll seethe with envy. It’s hard not to fall for
this achingly beautiful province, which offers endless re-
wards for those with an outdoorsy temperament. The star
attraction is the much-loved karst scenery in Guilin and
Yangshuo, where travellers can venture off by bicycle or
hike through lush, green valleys.

Expect the mighty rush of the Détian Waterfall, and
the marvellous Chéngyang Wind and Rain Bridge on the
highlands, to dazzle you. A trek through the lofty Dragon’s
Backbone Rice Terraces gives you a glimpse into the dis-
tinct tradition of each village, populated by diverse minor-
ity groups like the Zhuang, Yao and Dong.

For less-active travellers, come and discover the secrets
of the 2000-year-old Huashan cliff murals in a peaceful
boat journey on the Zuo River; or simply wander along the
quaint old settlements in Béihai and savour its wonderful
human landscape.
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Guangxi Highlights

@ Lose yourself among the
dramatic limestone scenery in
Yangshuo (p592) when cycling
alongside the Yuléng River

© Trek through China’s most
spectacular highland vistas

at Dragon’s Backbone Rice
Terraces (p590)

© Admire the striking
Chéngyang Wind and Rain

Bridge (p591) near Sanjiang
and experience the rural
pleasure around nearby
paddies

O Feel the spray of the
Détian Waterfall (p607)
before village-hopping to
Mingshi Tianyuan (p608)
© Enjoy the puttering boat
journey from Panléng to the

2000-year-old Huashan cliff
murals (p606)

© Promenade through the
19th-century streets of the old
town of Béihai (p602)

@ Take a breather on breezy
Weéizhou Island (p605), and
marvel at its diverse coral
communities by swimming or
snorkelling
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PRICE INDICATORS

The following price indicators are

used in this chapter:

Sleeping

$ less than Y150

$$ Y150 to Y350

$$% more than Y350

Eating

$ less than Y40

$$ Y40 to Y100

$$% more than Y100
History
In 214 BC a Qin-dynasty army attempted

to assimilate the Zhuang people, living
in what is now called Guangxi, into their
newly formed Chinese empire. But while
the eastern and southern parts submitted,
the western extremes remained largely con-
trolled by hill-tribe chieftains. The system
was further complicated in the northern
regions by the Yao and Miao tribespeople
who had been driven from their homes in
Hanén and Jiangxi by the advance of the
Han Chinese. Unlike the majority of the
Zhuang, the Yao and Miao refused to be as-
similated and remained in conflict with the
Han for centuries.

Major tribal uprisings occurred in the
19th century, the most significant being the
Taiping Rebellion (1850-64), which began
in Guiping and became one of the bloodiest
civil wars in human history.

Communist bases were set up in Guangxi
following the 1929 Baise Uprising led by
Deng Xiaoping, although they were even-
tually destroyed by Kuomintang forces.
And much of Guangxi fell briefly under
Japanese rule following highly destructive
WWII invasions.

Today the Zhuang, China’s largest mi-
nority group, make up 32% of Guangxl’s
population, leading to the province be-
ing reconstituted in 1955 as the Guangxi
Zhuang Autonomous Region. As well as
Zhuang, Miao and Yao, Guangxi is home to
significant numbers of Dong people.

Language

Travellers with a grasp of Mandarin
(putonghua) will have few problems navi-
gating Guangxi’s vast sea of languages.

Cantonese (gudngdonghua), known as bdi-
hua in these parts, is the language of choice
in Nanning, Choéngzud, Pingxiang and
Daxin, but most people also understand
Mandarin. Visitors will also hear a number
of minority languages being spoken, such
as Zhuang, Dong, Xiang, Hmong, Sui, Hak-
ka, Jing (Vietnamese) and Yi.

The Zhuang romanisation system, look-
ing like badly spelled Pinyin, is promi-
nently displayed, while bilingual Chinese/
Vietnamese signs can be seen in areas near-
ing Vietnam.

In Guilin and Yangshuo, you’ll come
across locals with excellent knowledge of
English.

Guilin EE7N
[Z10773 / POP 740,000

Whether you’re going north to the high-
lands, or south to Yangshuo and beyond,
Guilin is where you're likely to spend a
night or two. Set off alongside the tranquil
Li River (J&JT; Li Jiang) for a good intro-
duction to Guangxi’s dreamlike scenery,
with its otherworldly karst topography as
a backdrop. Many streets are embroidered
with osmanthus trees, filling the air with a
sweet fragrance.

The city’s complete reliance on tourism
means that it’s well managed and clean, but
you’ll have to share it with the crowds, and
admission fees to most sights soar. How-
ever, you'll see scenery that outstrips Guilin
in Yangshuo, so you won’t miss too much if
you skip sightseeing here.

With modern facilities and a high per-
centage of English-speaking locals, Guilin
is a convenient base to plan trips to the rest
of the province.

© Sights

Solitary Beauty Peak PARK
(B F50; Daxit Feng; 1 Wangcheng; F41%5; ad-
mission Y70; &57.30am-6pm) A peaceful, leafy
retreat from the city centre, the entrance
fee for this famous pinnacle includes ad-
mission to Wang Chéng (1), a 14th-
century Ming prince’s mansion, now home
to Guangxi Normal University (lucky stu-
dents!). The 152m peak is a steep climb, but
affords fine views of Guilin. Buses 1 and 2
both stop nearby.

Reed Flute Cave CAVE
(P, Ladi Yan; admission Y90; ©7.30am-
6pm) Former US Secretary of State Henry



Kissinger described the cave as ‘poetic’,
although chances are he didn’t have the
dulcet tones of a Chinese tour guide ring-
ing in his ears when the thought came to
him. The huge Reed Flute Cave is a garish
but nonetheless impressive grotto housing
multicoloured lighting and fantastic sta-
lactites and stalagmites. The entrance was
once distinguished by clumps of reeds used
to fashion musical instruments, hence the
name, and the enormous Crystal Palace
of the Dragon King was used as an air-
raid shelter during wars. It’s tempting to
slip away from the tour groups, but bring a
torch, as the illuminations are often turned
off as the crowds walk on. Bus 3 and free bus
58 both go here.

Seven Stars Park PARK
(LALAE; Qixing Gongyuan; admission Y35,
Seven Star Caves Y30; &park 6am-9.30pm, caves
8am-5.30pm) One of China’s original tourist
attractions, first opening to sightseers dur-
ing the Sui dynasty, the 137-hectare Seven
Stars Park makes for some pleasant strolls.
There are peaks to climb, caves to explore,
lawns to picnic on and even wild monkeys
to see; early evening on Moon Tooth Hill (H
“ZF1l1; Yueya Shan) is your best bet. Skip the
thoroughly depressing zoo.

To get here, walk, cycle or catch bus 10
or 11 from the train station. From the park,
free bus 58 runs to Wave Subduing Hill,
Folded Brocade Hill and Reed Flute Cave.

City Wall WALL REMNANTS
About 1km north of Folded Brocade Hill
is the East Gate (7% ]; Dongzhén Mén),
a part-reconstructed gateway flanked by
crumbling sections of the original Song-
dynasty city wall (h%; chéng qidng).
Take bus 1, 2 or free bus 51 and get off at
Dongzhen Lu, then turn right down the
road of the same name. Alternatively it’s
a short walk or cycle north along the riv-
erbank, just east of the entrance to Folded
Brocade Hill. The gate lies on the northeast
edge of Muléng Lake Park (AJEil]; Mulong
HU; admission Y10; &9am-10pm), which houses
a pretty reconstruction of a Song-dynasty
pagoda (A EEs; Muléng Ti) and is a pic-
turesque setting for Chinese classical music
performances, held at 8pm every evening.

On the northern shore of Réng Lake (¥
#; Rong H), and strikingly illuminated
at night, the more centrally located South
Gate (F4] J; Nan Mén) is the only surviving
part of this section of the wall.

Sun & Moon Twin Pagodas PAGODAS
(H XU, Riyue Shuang T&; admission Y30;
©8.30am-10.30pm) Elegantly embellishing
the scenery of Shan Lake (+2i; Shan Hu),
the Sun and Moon Twin Pagodas, beauti-
fully illuminated at night, are the highlight
of a stroll around Guilin’s two central lakes.
The octagonal, seven-storey Moon Pagoda
(J¥4; Yue T4) is connected by an underwa-
ter tunnel to the 41m-high Sun Pagoda (||
¥4; Ri Ta), the world’s tallest copper pagoda
and one of the few pagodas anywhere in the
world with a lift.

Other Hills HILLS
Just west of Solitary Beauty Peak is Wave-
Subduing Hill ({kj#1L1; Fube Shan; admission
Y25; &7am-6pm), which offers more great
views as well as the chance to see Song- and
Tang-dynasty Buddhist carvings etched
into the walls of Returned Pearl Cave (i&
Yil; Huanzhat Dong). A short walk further
north is Folded Brocade Hill (F¥1L1; Diécai
Shan; admission Y20; &7am-6pm), where you
can find arguably the best views of the city,
some restored Ming-dynasty pavilions and,
inside Wind Cave (X{li; Fengdong), an-
other fine collection of Buddhist sculptures.
Just south of the city centre is Elephant
Trunk Hill (%&:1l1; Xiangbi Shan; admission
Y40; &7am-6.30pm), perhaps best viewed

RISING PEAKS

Scraping your jaw off the floor as you
gape at the stunning karst peaks

that attract mountains of tourists to
Guangxievery year, it's hard to imag-
ine how the view could get any better.
In fact, the sheer beauty of this region
may not yet have reached its pinnacle.
The peaks here are the result of ero-
sion from carbonic acid, created when
rainwater reacts with carbon dioxide
in the air. This erosion allowed cracks
to open up in the limestone, which
later widened to form caves whose
tops eventually collapsed, leaving
only their tall sides still standing. But
because levels of carbonic acid here
are lower in rainwater than they are in
soil, the base of these dramatic peaks
is being eroded at a greater rate than
their bulk, the sides of which are too
steep for soil to settle on. The resultis
that Guangxi's famous towering peaks
are actually slowly growing taller.
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from one of the bamboo rafts (about Y5) & Sleeping
that float down the Li River. Wada Hostel HOSTEL $

(]
& Activities
Swimming in the Li River is very popular in
summer. If that’s not clean enough for you,
the Sheraton (FRZEHF)E; Xildideng Jiudian;
(21282 5588; 15 Binjiang Lu; J&7T.1%15'5) has an
outdoor pool (admission Y30).

(& Tours

The very popular Li River trip from Guilin to
Yéangshuo lasts about 474 hours and includes
a wonderfully scenic boat trip to Yangshuo,
lunch, and a bus ride back to Guilin. Expect
to pay Y350 to Y450 for a boat with an Eng-
lish-speaking guide or Y245 for the Chinese
version. China International Travel Service
(CITS; "HEEPFiEITH:; Zhonggus Guojl
Liixingshe), p589, can arrange it, as can
pretty much every hotel and tourist informa-
tion service centre in Guilin.

(P24 45, Wadang Lishe; 21215 4888: www.
wada-hostel.com; 212 Huanchengxi Yilu; P304
—%212°5; dm Y15-Y35, d Y110; # @) This new
hostel is a bit out from the action in the
city centre but the useful bus 10 will con-
nect you to most of the attractions. A plus is
that all buses to Yangshuo stop at its main
entrance. It has a comfortable bar and cafe,
and various types of dorms with huge bunk
beds. To get there from the train station,
take the first right on Shanghai Lu. Go un-
der the bridge and turn left at the intersec-
tion onto Huanchengxi Yilu. From there it’s
a 10-minute walk (600m) and the hostel is
on the left.

Backstreet Youth Hostel HOSTEL $
(Rt bR kA, Houjie Qingnian  Lishe;
[2)281 9936; guilinhostel@hotmail.com; 3 Ren-
min Lu; AR#3%; dm/d Y45/120; ® @) The
pros: rooms are big (even the dorms) and
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18 Night Market ..o Cl
Transport

19 Ride Giant.......ccoovviviiiiiiiiie D1

decorated tastefully with wood furnish-
ings, and the location is superb, with bars,
restaurants and shops just a stone’s throw
away. The cons: Caucasian travellers are
preferred here, and some of the rooms are
smelly (check them out before paying).

Riverside Hostel INN $$
(JUERIZSHFI9E; Jiulong Shangwu Luyéu
Jindian; (1258 0215; www.guilin-hostel.com; 6
Zhumu Xiang, Nanmen Qiao; il IFF1T A 4567,
s & d Y100-220; [#/[@) This cosy inn by the
Taohua River (Bk4£IT) is highly recom-
mended by travellers (especially couples).
Staff are attentive and rooms are comfy.
The tatami rooms fill up fast. Its three-
room branch, Lakeside Inn (i5f5Fus;

Beibao Yizhan; (21280 6806; 1-1-2 Shanhu Beilu;
AZ AL HAZ 12557 #51-1-25) by Shan Lake is
equally good. Advance bookings by phone
or via the website are essential.

Jingguan Mingléu Hotel HOTEL $$$
(FPLE AR EEELE; Jingguan Mingléu Dujia
Jiudian; (/228 3265; 9 Ronghu Nanlu; ¥ i
95 standard/deluxe d Y380/480, deluxe ste
Y1380; [#)) If luxury chain hotels are not
your cup of tea, book this one. This ador-
able hotel with stunning views of Rong
Lake and Guilin’s surrounding karst scen-
ery is simply exquisite. Reproduction an-
tique Chinese furniture adorns the lobby
and extends into the fabulous rooms. The
friendly staff don’t speak English and
there’s nowhere to eat here, but small res-
taurants and cafes line the lakeside, so you
won’t have far to walk.

Lijiang Waterfall Hotel HOTEL $$$
(BT EATRUE;  Lijiang  Dapubu  Fandian;
(21282 2881; www.waterfallguilin.com; 1 Shanhu
Beilu; AZi1AL1%; d without/with river view
Y1320/1480, discounts of 10-30%; & (¥ @[z)
This top-notch hotel has first-class facili-
ties, wonderfully accommodating staff and
a general feeling of grandeur, particularly
if you walk up to its magnificent 2nd-floor
atrium. Some rooms have stunning views
of the river and lakes. It’s also the proud
owner of the world’s tallest man-made wa-
terfall (45m high), turned on daily from
8.30pm to 8.45pm and best viewed from
Central Sq.

x Eating

Local specialities include Guilin rice noo-
dles (FEAKF; Guilin mifén), beer duck
(MS: pijit ya) and Guilin snails (EEAK
[HZ; Guilin tidnlud), while the ubiquitous
chdoguo fan (KR4, claypot rice dishes;
from Y6) make a great snack.

Cantonese and Western food are not
uncommon in the city. The pedestrianised
Zhengyang Lu and its surrounding lanes are
the busiest dining area, while there’s a clus-
ter of fish restaurants on Nanhuan Lu, just
east of Wenchang Bridge.

Zhéngyang Tangchéng SOUP $$
(EBH%Z3; 8 Zhengyang Lu; dishes Y25-78;
©11.30am-3am; @) Easily one of the most
popular soup restaurants in the city serving
local specialities. The alfresco dining area is
a prime people-watching spot. We especial-
ly recommend the grilled Li River fish and
soup with sea bass and chrysanthemum.
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Zhéngzong Youzhawang SNACKS $
(IEZ5MYEE; Yiren Lu; skewers from Y1.50;
10.30am-2am) For late-night spicy, and we
mean spicy, md la chuan (BR3HH; spicy ke-
babs), you could do worse than this friendly
hole-in-the-wall near the corner of Zheng-
yang Lu and Yiren Lu. No menu. No need.
Just point, pay and eat. It’s next to KFC.

Amani PIZZA $$
(Ba[ ¥ )2, Amant; (21210 6351; Binjiang Lu; pizzas
from Y38; &10am-lam) Customers flock here
for the tasty pizza, possibly the best in town.
The laid-back setting makes this an easy
place to while away the hours. It has a more
hectic branch (21280 9351; 159 Zhengyang Lu;
&10am-2am) on the pedestrianised street.

Faji Changfénzhou DIMSUM $
(LK, Yiren Lu; dishes from Y5.50-15;
&10am-midnight) A simple, neat, canteen-
style restaurant that serves dim sum
and light Cantonese meals. Porridge and
steamed vermicelli rolls are the specialities
here. Try the steamed roll with shrimp (fif
Wz J1; aianaia lachdng) and minced pork
congee with preserved egg (¢ ZEIEF A,
pidan shourouzhow). No English menu. For
dim sum you can pick from the cart.

Baiweéi Dumpling Restaurant DuMPLINGS $
(PR 117, Baiwei Jidoziguan; (21210 6743; 9-5
Libin Lu; dishes from Y8; :9.30am-10.30pm; (@])
This pocket-sized restaurant in an alley just
off Yiren Lu is a dumpling lover’s heaven. The
minimum order is 20 pieces (Y0.30 to Y0.40
per piece). English menu now available.

? Drinking & Entertainment
Guilin’s streets are dotted with trendy lit-
tle cafes, while Zhengyang Lu has a short
stretch of bars with outdoor seating.

Le Feitz BAR
CIF2INY,; Féicul Jitiba; (2137 3773 4082; 18
Chaoyang Lu, University Residence; 5 A2
HENET1-8%5; ©10am-midnight) Frequented
by local college students and expats alike,
Le Feitz is arguably the most popular Irish
pub in Guilin. It has live music almost ev-
ery evening. It’s near the north gate of
Guangxi Normal University (iIHE)fikAL
[']; Chaoyang Lu Shidabéimén).

Joys Bar CLUB
(FFEAIPIIL,; Juése Jitiba; inside Guilin Culture Pal-
ace; FEMSCAL T N; ©:9pm-2.30am) The sturdy
wooden furnishing and velvet curtains give
this Chinese-style club a classy yet unfussy
feel. The clientele is mostly a trendy, 20ish

local crowd, but it has started to attract a
smattering of expats.

Paulaner

(F1 23 Bolong Jitiba; 2 Zhengyang Lu;
©&4pm-1.30am) Prices surged after its
recent facelift but it still serves the best
German beer in town. The big-screen TV
is still there for sports fans.

Little Italian CAFE
(X HL; Zhelt; 18 Binjiang Lu; &10am-midnight;
@) A pleasant, studenty place that offers
great coffee and breakfast goodies. Free
internet access.

BAR

Steam Coffee

(5% _EmnE; Aishang Kafei; 10 Binjiang Lu;
&:10am-midnight) One of several trendy
cafes on this stretch of street and serves
equally good coffee.

ﬁ Shopping

Night Market MARKET
(4 T17; Yéshi; Zhongshan Zhonglu; &from 7pm)
For souvenirs, check out Guilin’s night
market, which runs along Zhongshan
Zhonglu from Ronghu Beilu to Sanduo Lu.

East River Food Market MARKET
(ZRYTTi4%; Dongjiang Shiching; &6am-8pm)
On the way to Seven Stars Park, this
bustling undercover market sells every-
thing from fresh fruit and vegetables to
live eels.

CAFE

G Information

Buy a map of Guilin (Ee#kHI4]; Guilin Ditd) from
bookshops or kiosks (Y6).

CD Burning & Internet Access

Many hostels have internet access and wi-fi.
Kodak shop (FiA R )ik, Keda shangdian; 8
Zhongshan Zhonglu; &:8.30am-10.30pm)
Burns CDs (%1% 4%; ké guangpan) for Y20 a
disk. Located outside the Mingchéng Hotel
(Mingchéng Jitdian).

Medical Services

Gudyao Pharmacy (¥ 25k 24)55; Guoyao
Dayaofang; 19 Nanhuan Lu; &8am-8pm) Just
around the corner from the People’s Hospital.
People’s Hospital (A F&PE [, Rénmin Yiyuan;
Wenming Lu)

Money

The Bank of China ("' [E447; Zhonggud Yin-
hang) branches on Zhongshan Nanlu (near the
main bus station) and Jiefang Donglu change
money and travellers cheques, give credit-card
advances and have 24-hour ATMs.



Post

China Post ("'[/Illi; Zhongguo Youzhéng;
Zhongshan Beilu; &8am-7pm) A large branch
of China Post: it's 500m north of the round-
about of Jiefang Donglu. There's another handy
branch by the train station.

Public Security Bureau

PSB (A% J=); Gong'anjd; [.2)582 3492; 16 Shiji-
ayan Lu; €8.30am-noon & 3-6pm Mon-Fri) Can
extend visas. It's located by Xidodong River and
500m south of the Seven Stars Park. A taxi ride
from downtown will cost around Y18.

Telephone

You can buy IC and IP phonecards, and top up your
mobile, at any number of corner shops display-
ing a small telephone sign. There's one (“N3)k;
Xidomai Dian) beside Backstreet Youth Hostel.

Tourist Information

Guilin Tourist Information Service Centre (fi
MR AR 55 Hh0; Guilin Lily6u Zixan Fawa
Zhongxin; (21280 0318; South Gate, Ronghu
Beilu; &28am-10pm) These helpful centres dot
the city. There's a good one by the South Gate
on Réng Lake.

Travel Agencies

China International Travel Service (CITS; '
[ [E B4 T4E; Zhonggud Guoéji Liixingshe;
www.guilintrav.com; Binjiang Lu) Helpful staff.
There are other branches everywhere.

0 Getting There & Away

Air

Air tickets can be bought from the Civil Avia-
tion Administration of China (CAAC; '
[AiT; Zhonggud Minhang; (21384 7252; cnr
Shanghai Lu & Anxin Beilu; 57.30am-8.30pm).
Direct flights to/from Guilin include Béijing
(Y1440), Chéngda (Y980), Chongging (Y840),
Haikou (Y890), Guangzhou (Y990), Hong Kong
(Xianggang; Y1410), Kunming (Y840), Shanghai
(Y1300) and Xi'an (Y1090).

International destinations include Seoul,
Korea (Hanchéng; Y2185), and Osaka, Japan
(Daban; Y3500).

Bus
Guilin's main bus station (%2 £3; Guilin
keyun zéngzhan; (21382 2666; Zhongshan Nan-

lu) is north of the train station. There are regular
buses to the following destinations:

Béihai Y172, seven hours, three daily (8.30am,
9.20am and 9pm)

Guangzhou Y169, 9% hours, six daily

Huangyao Y47, five hours, three daily (9.10am,
1.10pm and 2.20pm)

Longshéng Y30, two hours, every 40 minutes

Nanning Y98 to Y108, five hours, every 15
minutes
Sanjiang Y33, four hours, hourly

Shénzhén Y252, 12 hours, two daily (1.20pm
and 5.40pm)

Yangshuo Y15 to Y18, 1% hours, every 15
minutes

Train

Few trains start in Guilin, so it's often tough
to find tickets, especially for hard sleepers.
Buy them at least a couple of days in advance
if possible. Most trains leave from Guilin Sta-
tion (FEAK:; Guilin Zhan), but some may leave
from Guilin North Train Station (E:bkJbib;
Guilin Bé&izhan), which is 9km north of the city
centre.

Direct services include:

Béijing Y416, 23 hours, four daily (1.56am,
1.28pm, 3.36pm and 7.02pm)

Chéngqing Y272, 19 hours, one daily (8.42am)
Guangzhou Y207, 12 hours, two daily (6.28pm
and 9.23pm)

Kiinming Y281, 18 hours 30 minutes, three
daily (3.34pm, 4.30pm and 4.56pm)

Nanning Y65, five hours 30 minutes, regular
services

Shanghai Y341, 22 hours, four daily (12.12pm,
2.05pm, 5.02pm and 5.33pm)

Xi’an Y385, 27 hours, one daily (5.54pm)

0 Getting Around

To/From the Airport

Guilin's Liangjiang International Airport
(PYLIE L%, Liangjiang Guoji Jichang)

is 30km west of the city. Half-hourly shuttle
buses (Y20) run from the CAAC office between
6.30am and 9pm. From the airport, shuttle
buses meet every arrival. A taxi costs about
Y80 (40 minutes).

Bicycle

Guilin's sights are all within cycling distance.
Many hostels rent bicycles (about Y20 per day).
For decent bikes with gears, head to Ride Gi-
ant (5 221775, Jié'anté Zixingehe; (21286
1286; 16 Jiefang Donglu; fift i 4< 165, &9am-
8.30pm). Bike rental is Y30 per day, although
the deposit is a whopping Y500.

Bus

Buses numbered 51 to 58 are all free. The follow-

ing are the most useful for tourists:

Bus 2 Runs past the train and main bus sta-
tions, Elephant Trunk Hill, Liberation Bridge
and Folded Brocade Hill.

Bus 10 Goes from Wada Hostel to the train and
bus stations, and Seven Stars Park.

589

o
c
>
=
)
=
[p]
=3
.
=



590

IXONYND

Bus 51 Starts at the train station and heads
north along the length of Zhongshan Lu and
beyond.

Bus 58 Goes to Elephant Trunk Hill, Seven
Stars Park, Wave Subduing Hill, Folded Brocade
Hill and Reed Flute Cave.

Around Guilin

The fascinating 1000-year-old village of
Jiangtéuzhou (T:3k¥M), whose 800 in-
habitants are all surnamed Zhou (J#), is
tucked away among farmland about 25km
north of Guilin. There’s an unmistakable
rustic charm, with ducks and chickens
running freely through narrow, cobble-
stone alleyways, which in turn house
weathered, grey-brick courtyard homes
fronted by huge wooden gates. As you ap-
proach the village, you’ll notice the ancient
and misshapen arched Huléong Bridge
@ Je#r; Huléng Qido), opposite which is
a public noticeboard. Follow the alleyway
alongside the noticeboard and just keep
wandering.

The only place to stay is the basic
Laishanli Fanzhuang Ck1LHRT; (2)0773-
6331676; tw without/with air-con Y50/70; &) on
the corner of the main road from Jiaw,
about 500m back from the village. You can
also eat here.

Jiangtouzhou is a two- to three-hour bike
ride from Guilin (see p596). Alternatively,
take an orange minibus on the stretch of
Zhongshan Beilu near Guilin North Train
Station to Lingchuan (R)l]; Y3, 30 min-
utes), then change to a bus to Jitwi (JU=E;
Y4, 35 minutes), from where it’s a 15-min-
ute walk to the village. Buses stop running
around 5.30pm.

Dragon’s Backbone Rice
Terraces AR

[Jo773

This part of Guangx1 boasts stunning views
of terraced paddy fields, and the clear stand-
out is Dragon’s Backbone Rice Terraces
(Longji Titian; adult Y50). The rice fields rise up
to 1000m high and are an amazing feat of
farm engineering on hills dotted with mi-
nority villages. The best time to visit is af-
ter the summer rains, which leave the fields
glistening with reflections. The fields turn
golden just before harvesting (October), and
become snow-white in winter (December).

Avoid visiting in early spring (March), when
the mountains are shrouded in mist.

Dazhai (KZ) is a laid-back Yao village
that has an idyllic rural allure with a bub-
bling stream (look out for the snakes in
the water). The number of guesthouses
has mushroomed in recent years, but it re-
mains relatively unspoilt by tourism. Con-
tinue uphill to the village of Tiantéuzhai
(FH3k7E) atop the mountain. It’s a sublime
place to marvel at the panoramic views of
the terraces, not to mention the sunrise or a
starry night sky. Ping’an (°J-%), a beautiful
600-year-old Zhuang village, is the biggest
settlement and most popular among tour-
ists. It has the best facilities, but expect to
share your experience with the masses.

Most locals here are Zhuang or Yao, but
you’ll also find Dong and Miao people in the
area.

There’s nowhere in this area to change
money, not even in Léngsheng, so come pre-
pared.

(J

& Activities

You can take any number of short walks
from each village to some fabulous viewing
points, and to really get among the terraces
there are great hiking opportunities. The
four- to five-hour trek between the villages
of Dazhai and Ping’an, passing through the
villages of Tiantouzhai and Zhonglit ("1'/5),
is highly recommended. The route is clearly
signposted, but if you want a local to guide
you, there will be plenty of offers. Expect to
pay Y30 to Y40.

|2= Sleeping & Eating

You can stay in traditional wooden homes
of minority villagers (offer locals around
Y20 for a simple bed), but three in particu-
lar - Dazhai, Tiantéuzhai and Ping’an - are
set up for tourists.

Nearly all guesthouses offer food, and
most guesthouses and restaurants have
English menus. Look out for zhitong fan
(Y19 Y10), a rice meal barbecued inside
large bamboo sticks.

DAZHAI

Minority Cafe & Inn GUESTHOUSE $
CEAFWIENS; Longji Kafeidian; (21758 5605; r
Y30-45) Perched above the village on the
trail leading up to Tiantéuzhai, this small,
friendly guesthouse has a cute terrace and
an English menu (dishes Y10 to Y25). It’s
about a 20-minute walk (Ikm) uphill from
the main gate.



Yinhé Liiguan GUESTHOUSE $
(R t; (21133 2473 5211; tw without/with
bathroom Y60/80) Rooms are basic but
clean and go for Y30 to Y50 most of the
time. It’s on the left of the stream just as
you enter Dazhai from the bus stop.

TIANTOUZHAI

Wanjiingléu INN $
CHOICES” (7 5ek%; (1758 5665; www.wanjinglou.
com, in Chinese; tw Y70-90) This excellent
guesthouse is located above Tiantéuzhai.
Rooms with sweeping views don’t have
bathrooms (but rooms without views do).
The staff don’t speak English but are help-
ful enough. After you leave the village of
Tidntéuzhai, take the path up to the right
(the left is to Ping’an). From there it’s an-
other 15-minutes’ walk (about 800m) and
the guesthouse is above Dazhai Hostel. It
can arrange direct shuttle buses to/from
Guilin.

Jintian Guesthouse GUESTHOUSE $
(4= HHE; Jintian Jitdian; (21758 5683; www.
ljjtjd.com; r Y80-100, discounts of 10-30%
weekdays) All rooms are adequately com-
fortable, and the owner, Hanna, speaks
excellent English. It’s on the left as you
walk up the hill from Dazhai.

PING’AN

Wangji Peasant Family Happy FARMSTAY §
(AT AR 57 4, Wangji Nongijiale; (21758 3262; beds
per person Y20) This weirdly named family-
run guesthouse offers a less comfortable,
but friendly, alternative to the ski-resort
chalet lookalikes elsewhere in Ping’an. On
the way up the hill, bear right after the con-
crete Countryside Inn, walk past the school
and continue up to the end of the path.
Shared bathrooms only. Now has an Eng-
lish menu (dishes Y12 to Y40).

Léngying Hotel HOTEL $$
(JEBURE; Longying Fandian; 2758 3059; tw
without/with air-con incl breakfast Y220/280;
[#/(@) Located near the top of the village,
this is the best-quality option in Ping’an.
Decent rooms with air-con often go for
Y120. The manager speaks English and
there are terrific views from the terrace. A
new branch next to Dazu Hotel, with cheap-
er rooms (Y70 to Y100), is now open.

0 Getting There & Away

Hotels in Tiantéuzhai, including Wanjiinglou

and Quanjing Lou (4= 51, (/1758 5688), ar-
range direct shuttle service between Guilin and

Dazhai for their guests. They also take other
passengers if seats are available. The bus (Y40,
three hours) usually leaves Guilin train station at
8.30am. Reservations are a must. These private
shuttles are run by villagers, so if you speak
Chinese you can book directly with the drivers.
Among them are Mr Liu (/152 9585 8826)
and Mr Pan (2137 3737 7986). Buses return to
Guilin at 11.30am.

All hotels in Ping’an provide a similar service.
The bus (Y30) leaves Guilin train station at 1pm
and returns at 10am. Again, reservations
(21138 7735 0504) are necessary.

If you opt for public transport, take a bus to
Longsheng (JE/1£) and ask to get off at Héping
(F1°F-). From that road junction, minibuses
trundle back and forth between Longshéng
and the rice terraces, stopping there to pick up
passengers to Dazhai (Y8, 45 minutes, every
20 minutes, 7am to 6pm) and Ping’an (Y7, 30
minutes, every 30 minutes between 7.40am and
5pm). Buses to Guilin (Y27, 1%2 hours, 6.30am
to 7pm) also stop over there. To continue to
Sanjiang (Y15, 1% hours, hourly between 7am
and 6pm), you have to catch a bus from Long-
shéng bus station.

Sanjiang T
[Zl0772 / POP 360,000

Sanjiang is notoriously humdrum, but it’s a
jumping-off point to get to the idyllic Dong
villages and the exquisite Chéngyang Wind
and Rain Bridge.

The 78m-long Chéngyang Wind and
Rain Bridge (F£FH#7; Chéngyang Qido; admis-
sion Y60) is one of more than 100 nail-less
bridges in the area built by the Dong (they
are renowned carpenters) at the turn of
the last century from fir logs. It took 12
years to knock together and is a picture of
elegance.

You can swim in the river by Chéngyang
Bridge, while the surrounding network
of villages makes for great walks. Pos-
sible bike rides include the tough, three-
hour climb to the remote hilltop village of
Gaoyou (/4 ; see the boxed text, p592).

There are a number of places to stay in the
charming village of M&an (%) behind
Chéngyang Bridge. For its great location by
the river (wooden waterwheel in front of you,
bridges to your left), the pick of the bunch
is Dong Village Hotel (ffil%ikiF; Dongjia
Lliguan; [2)858 2421; www.donghotel.com; s/d/tr
Y50/60/90). Walk over the bridge from the
bus stop and turn left. Just inside the village,
the friendly Yang’s Guesthouse (FEFHZ£L;
Chéngyang Kézhan; (/1858 3126; r Y50-70; @)
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GREAT GUANGXI BIKE RIDES

Li Valley Boat-'n’-Bike Combo

YANGSHUO TO XINGPiNG & BACK (15KM BOAT, 20KM CYCLE, HALF-DAY)

Combine a river cruise from Yangshuo to Xingping (p597) with a bike ride back along
this glorious valley. Put your bike on a bamboo raft (Y170 to Y250, 1%2 hours), then

sit back and enjoy the view to the historic village of Xingping. From here, cycle south,
following the trail past the villages of Glipi Zhai (i5%€), Qiaotéu Pu (#fk4) and
Dongxin (J-ty) before reaching Fuli (4541), 4km east of Yangshuo. Just past Fuli take
your bike on a ferry (Y5) across the Li River, then continue past Dutéu (J%:k) and back
to Yangshuo, crossing the river once more, this time over a bridge.

Dong Village Lung Buster

CHENGYANG BRIDGE TO GAOYOU VILLAGE (16KM, THREE HOURS)

This challenging trip starts at the elegant Chéngyang Wind and Rain Bridge and ends
with a muscle-stretching 6km climb to the hilltop village of Gaoydu (=4 ). From the
bridge, follow the river along the 10km road to Linxi (#£i%), passing the villages of Ping-
zhai (°F*%€), Dongzhai (%:%§), Dazhai (KZ§), Pingpu (Ffi) and Guandong (jiil). If you
don’t have the time or energy for the climb up to Gaoydu, lunch here and head back
to Chéngyang Bridge (two to three hours round trip). If your thighs are up toit, turn
right in the village centre, soon leaving the paved road behind you, and after 1.5km, by
a small wind-and-rain bridge, turn sharply right to begin the big ascent. The mountain
views are stunning, but even without stopping for photos it will take about 1¥%2 hours to
reach Gaoyou, where, just before the drum tower, on your right, you'll find the family-
run Gaoyou Guesthouse (15 %4%; Gaoyou Kézhan; r Y20). Meals (Y30) are available,

but no English is spoken. The freewheel back to Chéngyang takes about two hours.

has bikes (Y20 per day), English-speaking
staff and free internet.

€ Getting There & Away

Most buses go to and from the east bus sta-
tion (3 4< 4-31; hédong chézhan), but buses to
Chéngyang Bridge go from the west bus station
(3] P4 Z=3k; héxi chézhan), a 10-minute walk
(about 500m, or a Y2 rickshaw ride) across the
river. To get to the west bus station, turnright
from the east bus station, right again over the
river and right once more after you cross the
river. Steps up to the ticket office are 20m on the
left. Bring cash; there’s nowhere to withdraw
money.

Buses depart regularly from Sanjiang east bus
station for Longsheng (Y18, 1¥2 hours, 6.30am
to 5.50pm) and Guilin (Y40, 3% hours), and four
daily depart for Tongdao in Hinan (Y20, 2%
hours, 7.20am, 8.30am, 12.35pm and 1.45pm).
For Chéngyang Bridge, take the half-hourly bus
bound for LinxT (bk%) from Sanjiang west bus
station (Y6, 30 minutes, 7.30am to 5.30pm).

Do not despair if you miss the last bus. Private
minivans to LinxT wait on the main road outside
the west bus station. The fare is the same as the
buses but they won't leave until they're full. If
you'rein a hurry, expect to pay Y30 to Y40 for
the whole thing.

Yangshuo FHYH
[Z0773 / POP 310,000

Seasoned travellers to Guangxi spend as
little time in Guilin as possible, prefer-
ring to make Yangshuo their base, though
many of these veterans will gripe about
Yangshuo’s lack of authenticity - ‘too many
tourists), they complain. Yes, parts of it are
very Western indeed. Whether you find this
influence of Western culture repulsive or
attractive, it doesn’t change the fact that
Yangshuo is gorgeous.

Yangshuo’s dramatic karst landscape is at
times otherworldly. Take a leisurely bamboo-
raft ride or cycle through the dreamy valleys
and you'll see. There’s also a host of well-run
courses and activities to keep you occupied
far beyond your original intended length of
stay. Travelling with kids is easy here. It’s
one of the more family-friendly Chinese des-
tinations, with English-speaking locals, well
set-up hostels and food for the finicky.

© Sights

Peaks & Hills WALKS, VIEWS
Yangshuo is surrounded by towering, leafy,
limestone peaks. The most accessible is Bilian
Peak (353%1U4; Bilidn Feng; admission Y30), which



overlooks Xi Jie (West St) and the Li River,
and can be climbed in about half an hour for
some excellent views. Yangshuo Park (S 2
[itl; Yangshud Gongyuan) is a short walk west
of Xi Jie and where you'll find Man Hill (/4 Ef
1l1;  Xildng Shan), which supposedly resem-
bles a young man bowing to a shy young girl
represented by Lady Hill (/Miiill;  Xidogn
Shan). Dragon Head Hill (J&3k1li; Longtou
Shan) is a short walk north of the town centre.

(J

& Activities

Rock Climbing CLIMBING
Yangshuo is fast becoming one of the hot-
test climbing destinations in Asia. There are
eight major peaks in regular use, already
providing more than 250 bolted climbs.
More are being bolted every year. China
Climb (FFE#%; Zhonggud Panyan; (/881
1033; www.chinaclimb.com; 45 Xiangian Jie;
©:9am-9pm), located inside Lizard Lounge
bar, is the biggest climbing club in China
and the most professional outfit in town. It
offers local advice for experienced climbers
and fully guided, bolted climbs for begin-
ners. Prices start at Y300 per person for a
half-day climb, with everything included.
Also ask here for information on renting
kayaks (from Y150 per day).

Cycling CYCLING
There’s no shortage of places to rent bikes
(from Y15 per day), but for the best equip-
ment and strong advice on possible trips, try
Bike Asia (/1882 6521; www.bikeasia.com; 42
Guihua Lu; A€ 4425 ; ©9am-6pm), above Bar
98. Bikes go for Y50 per day (deposit Y350),
including safety helmet and map. English-
speaking guides (from Y300) are available.
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2 Courses

Once you've exhausted the splendid coun-
tryside, Yangshuo is a premier place to ex-
pand your skills with a course or two.
Yangshuo Taichi Health Centre
(BHRHEZE e rh.Cy; Yangshuod Taijiquan
Jiankang Zhongxin; (/1890 0125; www.chinasouth
-taichi.com; Baoquan Lu; classes per hr/week/
month Y80/1500/4000; < office 8-11.30am
&2.30-5.30pm) Runs classes for both the
Yang and Chen styles of taichi. Cheap ac-
commodation is available for students.

TAICHI

Omeida Chinese Academy CHINESE LANGUAGE
(RkS£iAF5kE; Oumeida Shayuan; ()81 2233;
www.omeida.com.cn; Pantao Lu) Has reader-
recommended Chinese-language classes.
It offers two-week classes (10 hours per
week) for Y1000 and also hires English
teachers.

Yangshuo

Activities, Courses & Tours
1 Bike Asia
2 China Climb
3 Cloud 9 Restaurant ...

© Sleeping
4 Hongfu Palace Hotel
5 Monkey Jane's Guesthouse

3 Eating
Le VOIre oo (seed)
6 Pure Lotus Vegetarian Restaurant.... C1
& Drinking
Bar98......occeiiiiiiiee (seel)
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Cloud 9 Restaurant COOKING
(BRI, Jufuléu Fandian; (21881 3686; Cheng-
zhong Lu) Runs two three-hour cooking
courses a day, for around Y150 per person
including market tour and lunch. Would-
be chefs receive printouts of the recipes
they’ve just messed up.

|2= Sleeping

Yangshuo is teeming with hotels run by
English-speaking staff, especially at the
budget end of the market, and all provide
internet access. While the Xi Jie neighbour-
hood has abundant options, some of the
best lodgings are located on the outskirts
of Yangshuo.

Yangshuo Village Inn
BOUTIQUE HOTEL $$$

(WrHH%; Tingyué Lou; (139 7836 9849; www.
yangshuoguesthouse.com; Moon Hill Village;
Yugliang Shan Lican; H=ZilJifs; d Y380-390,
ste Y500; ) Located below Moon Hill (9km
south of Yangshuo centre), the Village Inn is
proud of its ecofriendly practices and high-
quality services. Indeed, it exceeded all our
expectations. Rooms with local handmade
bamboo furniture are beyond fabulous,
especially those in the tastefully renovat-
ed mudbrick farmhouse. Refillable water
bottles are provided for guests to use. Staff
are attentive and speak excellent English.
The rooftop houses an Italian restaurant,
Luna, with stunning views of Moon Hill.
From Yangshuo bus station, take a minibus
to Gaotian (/) and tell the driver to drop
you at L1 Ciin (JJj#; Y5, every 15 minutes). A
taxi from Xi Jie costs around Y30.

Its equally excellent sister hotel
Yangshuo Mountain Retreat (FH¥iii:Hh;
Yangshuo Shengdi; (21877 7091; www.yangshuo
mountainretreat.com; Gaotian Zheén Féngléu
Canwgéi Wanggong Shanjizo; i FHAH RUBEH 25
TF U v from Y500; 3 @), located by the
beautiful Yuléng River GEJ¥; Yulong Hé),
is an affordable luxury.

Trippers Carpe Diem HOSTEL $$
(LB HIE)E; Shanjing Jian Jitdian; (2882
2533; www.guesthouseyangshuo.com; 35 Shiban-
giaocun; AR 35 dm/s Y35/120, d Y160-
300; # @) This brand-new hostel run by a
Belgian-Chinese family is highly recom-
mended by travellers. In addition to stun-
ning views of the rice fields and karst peaks,
excellent staff and spotless rooms, the hostel
has an MSG-free cafe with European high-
lights such as potato croquettes and chicken
cordon bleu. It’s out of town (1.5km north

of Xi Jie) but close enough to walk to. Walk
along the river (upstream) for 15 minutes to
Shibangido Village. A taxi from the bus sta-
tion costs no more than Y20.

Yangshuo Outside Inn HOSTEL $
CHOICES” (744, Hélan Fandian; (881 7109;
www.yangshuo-outside.com; Chaoléng Village,
Jima; B EEAT, dm/s Y50/100, d Y120-200;
#/(@) Run by a Swiss family, this fabulous
farmhouse-turned hostel surrounded by
rural vistas is located 4km southwest of
Yangshuo. The whole adobe complex is
filled with rustic charm and a communal
feel, which gives you a glimpse of rural life
in China without compromising the stan-
dard of hygiene and comfort. An annexe
with modern-furnished family suites (Y300
to Y500) was recently added. It’s close to the
Yulong River; a taxi here will cost Y25 or it’s
20 minutes by bike. Check the website for
directions and bookings.

Yangshuo Culture House GUESTHOUSE $
(BH¥HSCAE /N Yangshud Wénhua Xidowd; (21882
7750; www.yangshuo-study-travel.com; 110 Beisan
Xiang, Chengxi Lu; 351t —#5110%5; dm Y70,
d & tw without/with bathroom Y70/80; /@) The
pinewood rooms are nothing to write home
about but they are bright and spacious.
Owner Mr Wei can help organise activities
and classes, but best of all he throws in three
meals a day for free! It’s about a 10-minute
walk west of the bus station, along Chengxi
Lu. Look out for the yellow sign on the right.
This place gets booked up, so it’s well worth
making an online reservation.

River View Hotel HOTEL $$
(CEYTRETN)E; Wangjianglot Jitidian; (1882 2688;
www.riverview.com.cn; 11 Binjiang Lu; yi£yL %11
5, s Y100, d Y100-230, tw Y230-250; #@) If
you prefer staying in downtown but want
to avoid the hubbub of Yangshuo’s nightlife,
this hotel around the corner from Xi Jie is
good value for money. The balcony rooms
overlooking the Li River are bright and spa-
cious, and they fill up fast. The helpful man-
ager, Rocky, speaks English.

Hongfu Palace Hotel HOTEL $$
(PR, Hongfa Fandian; (2137 3739 7888;
www.yangshuohongfuhotel.com; 79 Xi Jie; itif£79
5, d Y380-480, tw/ste Y660/880; ) Cracking
location, set back from Xi Jie in the historic
Jiangxi Guildhall and sharing its premises
with Le Votre. Roomy doubles, regularly
discounted to Y220, overlook a Qing-style
courtyard. Identical rooms without the
courtyard view go for as little as Y170.



Monkey Jane’s Guesthouse HOSTEL $
(FFfu%4%; Beibao Kézhan; (1882 1603; www.
monkeyjane.pyksy.com; 28 Lianfeng Zhongxiang;
HEWEr 45285 dm Y20, d without/with air-con
Y60/80; /(@) This famous hostel is per-
haps more for those who want to party
hard. Some travellers really enjoy the ‘beer
pong’ game on its legendary rooftop bar
(the views are jaw-dropping), while others
find it crazy. The outer rooms are generally
OK but others are gloomy and damp. Staff
members are as friendly as ever, though.

,\@ Eating & Drinking

Local specialities include p#jitz ya ("H9E
fi; beer fish) and tidnluéniang (FHIRREL;
stuffed snails). Also look out for street ven-
dors making and selling jiangtang (ZEi;
ginger sweets; Y5 per bag) or those with
copper kettles selling Aéi zhima hit (P22
JRHA; Y3), a sweet syrupy drink made from
sesame paste.

Dactiinmén Night Market MARKET $
(CRATI%T; Dacanmén  Yeshi; Pantao Lu;
&5pm-late) This night market is a culture-
filled slice of nontourist Yangshuo life.
Watch locals sniffing out the best spices or
bartering for their snails, but be warned:
it’s not for the squeamish. Exotic tastes
such as beer fish, dog hotpot, fish-head
soup, frogs and snails can be found here.
It’s a 30-minute walk from Xi Jie. After you
pass the gas station on Pantao Lu, look for
the fire station on the left. Behind it is the
night market.

Luna ITALIAN $$$
(21139 7836 9849; Moon Hill Village; Yuéliang
Shan Lican; HzziliJi#t; dishes from Y38:;
:7.30am-midnight) The spectacular views of
Moon Hill definitely makes Luna worth a
visit, but what really seems to keep custom-
ers coming are its organic salad, and exqui-
sitely cooked pasta. The menu features a
wide selection of Italian fare, and the wine
list is impressive. It’s located on the rooftop
of Yangshuo Village Inn (p594).

Pure Lotus Vegetarian Restaurant
CHINESE VEGETARIAN $$
(7585 5% 25 Anxiang Shaying Sucaiguan;
Diecui Lu; dishes from Y18-35; &1lam-2pm &
5-10pm; [9)) If you've just been taking photos
of dogs being skinned in the night market,
this is the place to come to repair your dam-
aged karma. Buddhist music creates an
enchanting atmosphere in which to delve
into Lotus’ sumptuous menu. The tomatoes

stuffed with tofu, potatoes and mushrooms
(Y28) come highly recommended. There’s a
cute little terrace out back.

Le Votre FRENCH $$$
(ST, Ledé Fashi Canting; 79 Xi Jie;
dishes from Y38; &8am-midnight) The first
French restaurant in town, and still the
best. This one shares its historic premises
with the Hongft Palace Hotel. The interior,
flanked by a dazzling array of Christian
and Buddhist statues and hung with por-
traits of Chairman Mao, oozes an eccen-
tric charm. The huge outdoor seating area
draws big crowds, as do the fine menu and
home-brewed beer (from Y25).

River Bar BAR $$
(JESVATENE; Liwan Jitiba; Binjiang Lu; drinks from
Y25, dishes from Y28; &5pm-late) It’s all in the
name - stunningly situated by Li River,
this outdoor bar has a hideaway vibe and
provides sublime river views while you sip
a bewildering array of cocktails. The varied
menu includes steaks, pasta, kebabs, and a
big list of teas and coffees.

Bar 98 BAR $$
(47 Guihua Lu; &2pm-late) First choice for
many of Yangshuo’s expat English teachers,
this bar has no-nonsense ambience and a
pool table. It keeps you entertained most
weekdays: live music on Wednesday and
Friday evenings, and a trivia quiz game on
Tuesdays (after 9pm). All-day breakfasts
and vegie burgers are served here.

Ming Yuan CAFE $
(WEE; Mingyuan Kafei; 2134 5736 9680; 50
Xi Jie; coffees from Y26; &10am-midnight) If the
constant bustle of Yangshuo gets too much,
creep into this small cafe. The downstairs
tables are a bit cramped, but it’s still a quiet
slice of civilisation and the cream of the
crop for coffee, with a rich range of blends
including some more obscure offerings. It
recently opened a bigger, elegantly deco-
rated branch (14 Binjiang Lu; &8am-11pm) ad-
jacent to River View Hotel.

ﬁ Entertainment
Impressions Litl Sanjié

OUTDOOR PERFORMANCE $$
(EN% X =41; Yinxiang Lia Sanjié; (2)881 7783;
tickets Y198-680; ¢38-9pm) The top show in
town is directed by moviemaker Zhang
Yimou, the man who also directed the
opening ceremony at the Béijing Olympics.
Six hundred performers, including local
fishermen, take to the Li River each night.
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MORE GREAT GUANGXI BIKE RIDES

Ancient Village Pursuit
GUILIN TO JIANGTOUZHOU (25KM, 22 HOURS)

Leave the city behind and take this relaxing, countryside spin to the 1000-year-old
village of Jiangtouzhou (p590). From the west gate of Solitary Beauty Peak, head
north along Zhongshan Beilu for 1km, then turn left onto Huancheng Beiyilu (F/31t—
) before taking the first right. Keep cycling north until you leave the suburb town of
Dingjiang Zhen (s£¥14#), then continue along the country lane for about 30 minutes
(15km). When the road forks, bear right towards Tanxia Zhén (% F4#). At the Tanxia
Zhén junction, turn left then follow signs to Jitiwa (JuJ2). Jiangtéuzhou is down a track

on the right, just past Jitwa.

Yulong River Loop

YANGSHUO TO DRAGON BRIDGE & BACK (20KM ROUND TRIP, FOUR HOURS)

Soak up the rural charm as you follow the beautiful Yuléng River past rice paddies, fish
farms and water buffalo to the 600-year-old Dragon Bridge (p598). From Yangshuo,
cycle along Pantao Lu and take the first main road on the left after the Farmers Trad-
ing Market. Continue straight, past the hospital on your right, and through the vil-
lage of Jima (4#15) before following the road round to the right to reach the start of
abumpy track. Follow this all the way to Dragon Bridge (i #; Yulong Qido). Note:
the last few hundred metres are on a main road. Cross the bridge and follow another
track south for 20 minutes (around 8km) until it becomes a small, paved road, which
eventually stops at the river's edge. Take a bamboo raft across the river (Y5), then
turn left off a small paved road down a tiny pathway, which leads you back to the Jima

village road.

Twelve surrounding karst peaks are illumi-
nated as part of the show, which gets rave
reviews from many travellers. Book at your
hostel or hotel: hotels often arrange slight
discounts.

ﬂ Shopping

Souvenir shops run the length of Xi Jie,
while stalls set up daily along Binjiang Lu.
Bargain your socks off.

0 Information

Travel agencies are all over town, while back-
packer-oriented cafes and bars, as well as most
hotels, can often dispense good advice. Shop
around for the best deals.

Touts are an almost constant nuisance in
Yangshuo, but with perhaps a greater percent-
age of English speakers here than in any other
place in China, there's little need for their ser-
vices. Fend them off firmly but politely.

Bank of China (*}'[E#47; Zhonggud Yinhang;
Xi Jie; ©9am-5pm) Foreign exchange and 24-
hour ATM for international cards.

Café Too & Hostel (197 \Ji)i5; Ziyourén
Ltdian; (21882 8342; 7 Chengzhong Lu; &8am-
midnight) Friendly, bite-sized cafe with fresh
coffee, free internet and an impressive range of
foreign-language books that you can swap.

China Post ("1 [El[fS1(; Zhongguo Youzheng;
Pantao Lu; &8am-5pm) Has English-speaking
staff and long-distance phone services.
People’s Hospital (A [P F5t; Rénmin Yiyuan;
26 Chengzhong Lu) English-speaking doctors
available.

Public Security Bureau (PSB; /A% J;
Gong'anju; Chengbei Lu; &8am-noon & 3-6pm
summer, 2.30-5.30pm winter) Has several flu-
ent English-speakers. Doesn't issue visa exten-
sions. It's 100m east of People’s Hospital.

Sunlight Photographic Equipment Centre ([
YA #A1E; Yangguan Zhaoxiang gicaidian;
Xi Jie; ©8am-8pm) Burns CDs for Y15 per disc.

6 Getting There & Away

Air

The closest airport is in Guilin; see p589 for
details of available flights. Your hotel should be
able to organise taxirides directly to the airport
(about Y240, one hour).

Bus

Direct bus links:

Guilin Y15 to Y18, one hour, every 10 minutes
(6.45am to 8.30pm)

Nanning Y121, 6% hours, two daily (8am and
11.30am)



Shénzheén Y232, 13 hours, one daily (8.20pm)
Xingping Y7, one hour, every 15 minutes
(6.30am to 6pm)

Yangdi Y10, 30 minutes, every 20 minutes
(6.30am to 6pm)

The bus from Guilin to Huéangyao only stops in
Yéangshuo (Y35, three hours, 11.10am) if it's not
full.

Train

Yangshuo has no train station, but train tickets
for services from Guilin and Nanning can be
bought from hotels and travel agencies around
town. Expect to pay Y50 commission.

6 Getting Around

The best way to get around is by bicycle; you can
rent one at almost all hostels, and from street-
side outlets for Y15 per day. A deposit of Y200

is standard, but don't hand over your passport.
For better-quality bikes, and sound advice on
bike trips, head to Bike Asia ([.2/882 6521; www.
bikeasia.com; 42 Guihua Lu; &9am-6pm); for
details, see p593.

Around Yangshuo

The highlight of a trip to Gudngx1 is to get
out into the countryside of Yangshuo. There
are weeks of exploring possibilities here, by
bike, boat, foot or any combination thereof.
Unfortunately, the local authority has plans
to privatise the whole area. It’s very likely
that you’ll be forced to pay admission fees
just for entering the territory by the time
you read this book.

The villages in the vicinity of Yangshuo,
especially Xingping, come alive on market
days, which operate on a three-, six- and
nine-day monthly cycle.

LiRIVER I
There are also a number of picturesque, an-
cient villages to visit, and the river here far
outstrips anything you'll see around Guilin.
Classic rural scenes of wallowing water buf-
falo and farmers tending to crops are domi-
nated by a backdrop of prominent limestone
peaks.

Xingping (4PP), the location of the pho-
to on the back of Y20 banknotes, is more
than 1000 years old and houses a number
of historic residences. Most travellers base
themselves here to explore the surround-
ing countryside. The HI-affiliated This Old
Place (HhJ5; Ldo Difang; (71870 2887; www.
topxingping.com; 5 Rongtan Lu; dm Y30-40, s Y60,

dY80-180) is an excellent place to stay. It has
a cafe on Lao Jie. The stunning 16km-hik-
ing trail between Xingping and Yangdi
(#3) takes around four to five hours to
complete, crossing the river three times.
The admission fee is Y16, which includes
two ferry crossings. The last crossing is an
extra Y4.

You can take a bus (Y8) from Yangshuo
to Yangdi, then walk the trail to Xingping
before getting a raft (Y170) or bus (Y7, until
7pm) back. A raft between Xingping and
Yangdi is Y120.

Another fun option in this area is the
boat-and-bike trip from Yangshuo to
Xingping and back (see p592).

Also very popular, and much closer to
Yangshuo (about 9km east), is the historic
village of Fali (#71), with its stone houses
and cobbled lanes. Fali is famous in these
parts for its handmade fans. You'll see
them everywhere. It takes about an hour
to get here by bike. First cycle south from
Yangshuo before turning east over the
bridge that takes you on towards Dutou
Village (J%3<4); Dutou Ciin). There, take
your bike on the ferry (Y5) across the riv-
er. Fuali is on the other side. There are also
regular buses from Yangshuo to a drop-off
point within walking distance of Fuali (Y3,
15 minutes).

Around Yangshuo
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YULONG RIVER By A T
The scenery along this smaller, quieter river,
about 6km southwest of Yangshuo, is simply
breathtaking. There are a number of great
swimming spots and countless exploring
possibilities. Just rent a bike and get out
there.

One option is to aim for Dragon Bridge
(8 JEMr; Yulong Qido), about 10km up-
stream. This 600-year-old stone arched
bridge is among Guangxr’s largest and
comes with higgledy-piggledy steps and
sides that lean inwards with age. Locals
say the water under the bridge is 7m deep.
It’s certainly a great spot for a swim. For
details of how to get here by bike, see the
boxed text, p596. Alternatively, take a bus
to Jinbdo (4F) and ask to get off at the
bridge (Y5, 35 minutes), just after Baisha
“w).

MOON HILL Hsgh
For mind-blowing views of the surrounding
countryside, head to the surreal limestone
pinnacle Moon Hill (Yuéliang Shan; admission
Y15), famed for its moon-shaped hole. To get
here by bike, take the main road south of
Yangshuo towards the river and turn right
onto the road about 200m before the bridge.
Moon Hill is another 8km down the road on
your right.

BLACK BUDDHA CAVES &

WATER CAVES S KA
For many travellers, the squelchy highlight
of a visit to these caves is getting completely
covered in a vast pool of mud as you navi-
gate your way around the Black Buddha
Caves (Heif6é Dong; half-/full-day tour Y80/120),
located just before Moon Hill as youre com-
ing from Yangshuo. There are freshwater
pools to wash off the mud afterwards. Tours
into the Water Caves (Shui Yan; half-/full-day
tour Y78/108), located several kilometres be-
yond Moon Hill, enter by boat and take in
an underground waterfall. Both caves can
be reached by bike. Hostels organise tours.
Note that prices are unofficial, so bargain all
you want.

SHITOUCHENG ikl
A visit to this fascinating Qing-dynasty vil-
lage, perched on top of a limestone peak, is
an unusual foray into the countryside and
makes a great day trip for those looking for
an off-the-beaten-track adventure. The vil-
lage was once a garrison town and the an-
cient gates and walls are mostly still intact.

It’s a steep 30- to 50-minute climb up the
hill from the village’s ‘new town’ to the ‘old
town’ where the wall begins. Once at the
top, it will take another four to five hours
to walk around to all four of the main gates.
Locals will show you around the stone ru-
ins for about Y30.

To get here from Yangshuo, take any
Guilin-bound bus to Patdo (Y5), from where
a motorbike taxi (Y20) will take you the rest
of the way to Shitouchéng. You should be
able to arrange a motorbike ride back to
Patao through one of the villagers. From
there, you can flag down a southbound bus
back to Yangshuo.

Huangyao Tk
(o774

Huangyao is one of China’s most high-
profile villages, with many movies and TV
series filmed there; Edward Norton’s The
Painted Veil is among them. The lovingly
preserved 900-year-old village (adult Y68) is
dotted with two dozen temples, a number
of pavilions and clan halls, and an old stage
(k65 gu aitdi). Bucolic charm perme-
ates when you amble along the stone path-
ways. Two 500-year-old banyan trees wind
their way up from the river’s edge to the
side of the village and make a lovely place
to rest after wandering the streets.

Booker Inn (%%l Boke Yizhan;
[J)672 2586; 33 Yingsiu Jie; 7545385 r Y50;
@) and Chance (fl4X[i); Ouranjian; (7672
2046; 33 Zhongxing Jie; 112%438%5; dm & d
Y80; @) on the other side of the river are
particularly set up for backpackers. Both
have rooms (shared bathrooms only) with
wood furnishing, free wi-fi and a mini-
bar. Huangyao is famed for its doufu (52
J&5; tofu). Dine in the courtyard of Gudjia
Dayuan (55 KBt; 44 An Dongjie; ‘% 4144
%), which does simply delicious doufu
niang (SJEEY; tofu slabs stuffed with
minced pork and vegetables; Y20). Across
the river, Dailéngqiao Fanzhuang (e
Mrt ) has an English menu and serves
similar dishes.

There are three direct buses daily from
Guilin (Y48, five hours, 9.15am, 1.10pm and
1.30pm); one goes via Yangshuo (Y35, three
hours, 11.10am). The return from Huingyao
(Y50, 8.10am and 2.20pm) will drop you off
in Yangshuo if you ask. From Guangdong,
it’s possible to get to Huangyao via Hezhou

(BEM).



Nanning T
[Z10771 / POP 7.1 MILLION

Like many provincial capitals in China,
Nanning is a bog-standard city with few
sights of note. But at heart it’s a fairly re-
laxed place to recharge your batteries
before leaving for or coming back from
Vietnam. Travel agencies and hostels can
arrange Vietnam visas in one to three days
and there’s just about enough to keep you
occupied while you wait.

@ Sights & Activities
@ Guangxi Provincial Museum Museum
(VIR A0, Guangx Shéng Bowl-
guan; www.gxmuseum.com; Minzu Dadao; & 9am-
5pm Tue-Sun) This ugly, mammoth museum
actually has a superb collection of ancient
Dong bronze drums, some dating back more
than 2000 years. They were used as sacri-
ficial and ritual vessels as well as musical
instruments, and the biggest is a whopping
165cm in diameter. In the leafy back garden
are some full-size examples of Dong and
Miao houses, and a nail-less Wind and Rain
Bridge, which now houses an impressive res-
taurant, Améu Meishi.

Guangxi Medicinal

Herb Botanical Garden GARDEN
(V2RI Guangxi Yaoyong Zhiwiyudn;
admission Y10; &dawn-dusk) The fascinating
subtropical Guangxi Medicinal Herb Botani-
cal Garden is the largest medicinal botanical
garden in China. More than 4000 medicinal
plants from over 20 countries can be found
here. Buses 22 and 81 from Chioyang Gar-
den stop by the main gate. Buses 7 and 66
from the train station also go there.

Yong River Bridge SWIMMING
The river at the southwestern end of
the modern Yong River Bridge (EL/THF;
Yongjiang Qido) is a very popular swim-
ming spot, particularly on summer eve-
nings. For the less adventurous, nearby
Yongjiang Hotel has a small outdoor pool
(Y50).

Big groups of locals meet for a spot of
dancing every evening in Binjiang Park
(T2 bdl; Binjiang Gongyuén), just behind
the riverbank where swimmers congregate.
It’s great to watch and anyone can join in.

On the eastern side of the bridge, just
south of South Gate Market, is a small net-
work of alleyways. Here you'll find some of
Nanning’s older, low-rise housing, a stark
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Nanning

© Sleeping
1 High-Class Hotel
2 Lotusland Hostel
3 Yongjiang Hotel......coooovveciiiiciiccn

&3 Eating
4 Farmers Market
5 South Gate Market ..
6 Xingdao Hao
7 Xu Courtyard Restaurant...

contrast from the shiny shopping centres
off nearby Chaoyang Lu, and an interesting
place for a quiet stroll.

|2= Sleeping

There’s a cluster of budget hotels around
the train station, displaying the price of
their cheapest discounted rooms in over-
sized numbers on signs in the windows.

Nanning City Hostel HOSTEL $§
(P 7T 5EJiE 4, Nanningshi Qingniang Liishe;
2152 7771 7217; www.nanningcityhostel.brave
host.com; Apt102, Block 12, Ou Jing Ting Yuan Com-
munity, 63-1 Minzu Dadao; F&%AKIE63-15FH

KRR EBE12 41581102 5 dm from Y60,
s without bathroom Y70, double with bathroom
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Y120; #/@) This spick-and-span hostel on
the penthouse floor has the feel of a friendly
boarding house. Dorms and rooms are neat.
Self-caterers will appreciate the communal
kitchen. It’s hard to find, though. First, look
for the landmark residential complex Sun-
shine 100 (B, Yangguang Y1bai), an
orange building with parking and shops,
on Minzu Dadao. The complex of Ou Jing
Ting Yuén is behind it (it’s on the right-hand
side). Then look for a black iron gate and a
security guard next to a grocery store with
the Chinese characters ['/KF1 5% (shangshui
bdihuo) above it. Enter the gated area and
look for block 12. It’s almost at the east end of
the residential quarter and it’s on your right-
hand side. For easier navigation, download a
map from the hostel’s website.

Lotusland Hostel HOSTEL $
(faf &S5, Héyi Jo; (2243 2592; lotuslandhos
tel@163.com; http://lotuslandhostel.spaces.live.
com; 64 Shanghai Lu; 1645 d/tw Y50/100
[#]) Lotusland is a hostel pioneer in Nan-
ning. Everything feels clean and spanking
new. Shared bathrooms only, but they are
sparkling. It’s a relatively easy 15-minute
walk (about 900m) from the train station.
Vietnam visa application service is pro-
vided here with no additional costs. From
Langdong bus station, take bus 6 or 213.

High-Class Hotel HOTEL $$
CRERGRETIGIPINE;  Haigélas Dajiudian; (2579
6888; 76 Zhonghua Lu; T#E%76'5; d & tw Y388;
#®)) Spacious doubles with spotless wood-
en floors, smart furniture, supportive mat-
tresses and accommodating staff make this
well-presented hotel the best choice in the
train station area. Discounts bring rooms
down to Y168 (Y178 with computer). All
rooms have wi-fi.

Yongjiang Hotel HOTEL $$$
(ELVT.TE0: Yongjiang Binguan; (1218 0888; www.
yjhotel.cn; 1 Linjiang Lu; IfVT.8#1%; standard/
deluxe d Y680/880, discounts of 50%; [#/@[2]) If
you plump for the deluxe double, this wel-
coming five-star hotel overlooking the river
is worth the splurge. Decor is luxurious yet
modern, with chunky canvases hanging in
the corridors and in some rooms. There’s a
delightful little teahouse, as well as a small,
kidney-shaped outdoor pool.

x Eating

The place to eat is Zhongshan Lu, a bustling
street jam-packed with food stalls and small
restaurants selling all manner of tasty fare,

from squid kebabs (Y5) and chou doufu (R
8 stinky tofu) to ldoyoumian (K]
literally ‘old friend’ noodles). There’s a clus-
ter of cheap restaurants at the south end of
Gonghe Lu, and you’ll find simple restau-
rants around the train station selling break-
fast baozi (fI1; dumplings; Y3) or Guilin
mifén (FEMCKAHS; Guilin noodles; Y3.50). For
familiar Western fare and a sip of coffee or
beer, there are a dozen cafes and bars in the
Sunshine 100 complex on Minzu Dadao.

A great place for buying fruit and snacks
is South Gate Market (F[]1174%); Nanmén
Shichang; 5.30am-7pm), off Zhongshan Lu.
Closer to the train station, on the north side
of Chaoyang Stream, is the small Farmers
Market (2 511174%); Néongmao Shichang; &5am-
11pm), another excellent place for fresh fruit.

l\méu Meishi GUANGXI $$
CHOICES (il 5&£T; 21 Gucheng Lu; £:9am-9pm)
Well, this is a chain but this branch re-
ally stands out. Housed on the picturesque
Wind and Rain Bridge behind Guangxi
Provincial Museum, this restaurant has a
beautiful, leafy garden as its backdrop. It
dishes out various tribal food of the region.
You may not know those ethnic minori-
ties, but you’ll sure like their grub. Try the
Miao’s zhaixviang fish (THXNT & midojia
zhuxiangyi; Y68). Other mouth-watering
dishes include roasted eggplant in Tai style
(BT daijia qiézi; Y25) and shred-
ded Li River duck (F#HEiTHS; shoust
lijiangya; Y38). No English menu.

Xu Courtyard Restaurant

SOUTHERN CHINESE $$
(JEJE; X0 Yudn; Linjiang Lu; ¢310.30am-9.30pm)
This friendly restaurant is in a converted
courtyard that dates back to 1892. It whips
up some scrumptious dishes, including
orange-peel-flavoured pork-rib wraps (#5
W AALE; chéngpi zhibaogii; Y48), secret-
recipe roast duck CH#|ITEHL; mizh
dingxiangya; Y38 per half duck) and plum-
marinated hudngfeng fish (M o,
méizi hudngfengyid; Y38). Chinese-only
menu, but some English is spoken.

Xingdao Hao FISH $
(‘255 Linjiang Lu; &6pm-2am) Right on the
river, with tables spread out across the deck
of the now disused river-ferry wharf, this no-
nonsense restaurant-cum-bar is a great spot
for an evening meal, or even just a few beers.
No English menu, but the hongshao ludfei
Y (A% lA; Y20), a Yong River fish spe-
ciality, comes recommended. Beers from Y8.



Just For You CAFE $$
CNTYREST; Weileni Canting; (2571 2801; 61
Minzu Dadao, Sunshine 100, No 33 Shangye Jie;
RN IE6LS DG —H REE33S;  ©9am-
midnight) If you want to meet up and yarn
with other English speakers, head to Just
For You. This cafe offers a range of Ameri-
can and Southeast Asian fare, and vegetar-
ian pizza (Y38) is served. It’s also a popular
Chinese-dates-foreigners spot, located be-
hind Sunshine 100.

0 Information

The useful Street Map of Nanning (7 T4 14];
Nénning Jiedao Tu; Y4), in English and Chinese,
can be found at bookshops and kiosks around
town. Hawkers also sell it outside the train station.
Bank of China ("'[#4%1T; Zhongguo Yinhang;
Chaoyang Lu; &9am-5pm Mon-Fri) Changes
travellers cheques and gives credit-card ad-
vances. Other Bank of China branches around
town have 24-hour ATMs that accept interna-
tional bank cards.

China International Travel Service (CITS;
[ [ B 4741 Zhonggud Guéji Liixingshe;
[21232 3330; 76 Chaoyang Lu; &7am-11pm)
Has some English-speaking staff, issues
one-month Vietnam visas (Y380) and sells bus
tickets (Y150) to Hanoi (Hénéi).

China Post (1'[ElI5E; Zhonggud Youzheéng;
Zhonghua Lu; &8am-6pm) This handy branch
is just across from the train station.

Public Security Bureau (PSB; 2 % J5j;
Gong'anju; (21289 1260; 10 Xiuling Lu Xierli; 75
RETE 104 ©9am-4.30pm Mon-Fri) The
foreign affairs office is about 2km north of the
train station, off Xiuling Lu (552 %).

6 Getting There & Away

Air

Direct daily flights from Nanning include Béijing
(Y1850), Shanghai (Y1660), Xi'an (Y1800),
Kanming (Y630), Guangzhou (Y730) and Hong
Kong (Y1850). You can also fly to a number

of other countries in Asia, including Vietnam
(Yuénan; Y1950).

The Civil Aviation Administration of China
(CAAC; *FE R IT; Zhonggu6 Minhang; (71243
1459; 82 Chaoyang Lu; &24hr) sells tickets. The
twice-hourly airport shuttle bus (Y15, 40 min-
utes, 5.30am to 10.30pm) leaves from outside
this office. A taxi to the airport is about Y100.

Bus

All long-distance bus stations are inconveniently
located on the outskirts of the city. The main
one is Langdong bus station (J} 4<%z uifi;
Langdong keyunzhan; [2)550 8333), about 5km

east of the city centre. Buses to pretty much

everywhere leave from there, although be aware

that you may be dropped at one of the other bus

stations when arriving in Nanning. It has a ticket-

ing office in town on Chaoyang Lu near CAAC.
There are frequent daily services:

Béihai Y60, three hours, every 10 to 20 min-
utes (7am to 10.40pm)

Chéngzuo Y22, two hours, every 30 to 60
minutes (7.40am to 8.40pm)

Guangzhou Y242, nine hours, 12 daily (9am
to 11pm)

Guilin Y100 to Y110, 4% hours, every 15 to 30
minutes (7.30am to 11.30pm)

Pingxiang Y68, 2% hours, 16 daily (7.30am to
8.30pm)

There is one direct bus daily to Détian Falls
(Détian Pubu; Y50, 3% hours, 7.40am). Other
daily routes include Chéngging, Chéngda,
Hainan Dao, Shanghai and Hong Kong
(Xianggang).

Local buses 6 and 213 (45 minutes) go from
Chaoyang Lu and Minzu Dadao to Langddong bus
station.

Train

A number of daily trains go to Guilin (Y32 to Y65,
415 to 6%2 hours), Kinming (Y55 to Y113, 12% to
14 hours) and Wihan (Y126 to Y170, 15% to 21
hours). Some other daily services:

Béihai Y22 to Y25, three hours, two daily
(9.36am and 1.30pm)

Béijing West Y276, 27 hours, one daily (9.10am)
Chéngdii Y199, 36% hours, one daily (7.38pm)
Chéngqing Y152, 27 hours, one daily (7.38pm)
Guangzhou Y94 to Y106, 11% to 14 hours, three
daily (12.27am, 5.12am and 7.13pm)

Shanghai Y199/231, 31/28 hours, two daily
(5.49am and 11.16am)

Xi'an Y223, 33 hours, one daily (12.07pm)

Two daily trains go to Pingxiang (Y17/15, 3Y2/5Y%,
hours, 8am/10.30am) near the Vietnam bor-
der. Both stop at Chongzud (Y10/9, two/three
hours) and Ningming (Y13/11, 2% to four hours),
but only the slow one stops at Pingxiang's north
train station.

Booth 16 in the train station sells international
tickets to Hanoi (Y147). The train leaves at
6.45pm (11 hours). Bring your passport.

0 Getting Around

A number of buses, including bus 6 and 213, run
the length of Chaoyang Lu and Minzu Dadao until
around 11pm. A taxi ride from Langdong bus
station to downtown is around Y30.
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BORDER CROSSING: GETTING TO VIETNAM FROM NANNING

There are seven daily buses to Hanoi (Hénei, Vietnam; Y150, 7% hours) via the Friend-
ship Pass (&iH>%; Youyi Guan). Two departures (8am and 8.20am) leave from the
Nanning International Tourism Distribution Centre (757 E il Ly Nanning
Guoji Luyou Jisan Zhongxin), and four departures (8.40am, 9am, 10am and 1.40pm)
leave from Langdong bus station. One bus run by CITS (Y150, 7.30am) leaves from
Nanfang Hotel (577 1)%; Nanfang Jitidian). Note that you'll have to get off the bus and
walk across the border at Friendship Pass before boarding another bus to Hanoi.

The border is open from 8am to 8pm Chinese time; however, travellers have re-
ported that passports aren’'t always stamped after around 4.30pm. China is one hour

ahead of Vietnam.

For further information, head to shop.lonelyplanet.com to purchase a download-
able PDF of the Hanoi chapter from Lonely Planet’s Vietnam guide.

Around Nanning
YANGMEI E7ES
This beautifully preserved 17th-century
town (admission Y10) on the Yong River (&4
{I; Yong Jiang), 26km west of central Nan-
ning, makes a great day trip. You could eas-
ily spend a couple of hours wandering the
cobbled streets and historic buildings.
Buses leave from behind Huatian Gudji
(*KEHPF), an office-block building on
Huagiang Lu (*E58) just west of Nan-
ning’s train station, from around 8.30am to
4.30pm (Y10, 90 minutes, every 50 minutes)
and return between the same times.

DAMING MOUNTAIN p
About 90km northeast of Nanning, the
Daming Mountain Reserve (KHHIL{R{X;
Daming Shan Baohuqa; admission Y30) is home to
more than 1700 species of plants. The average
elevation is over 1200m, with Daming Moun-
tain, the highest peak, reaching 1760m. This
is good hiking territory, with valleys, forests,
scenic lookouts and waterfalls, but paths are
poorly marked, so consider a guide.

You probably have to stay overnight in
the small forestry village at the base of the
mountain. Daming Shan Léngténg Guest-
house (KW TE0F; Daming Shan Léngténg
Binguan; [/)0771-139 7815 3459; r from Y150) has
helpful staff, who can assist with arrang-
ing guides and transport up the mountain.
Booking in advance is recommended. Try
the room reservation hotline: [2]985 1122.

From Nanning, two daily buses (Y25,
two hours, 10.30am and 3.30pm) leave
from a special bus stop on Renmin Donglu,
just east of Chdoyang Garden. The morn-
ing bus, however, won’t leave unless there
are at least 10 passengers, and neither bus

will continue up the mountain beyond the
ticket office for the final 27km unless there
are enough people. Return buses are more
frequent and run from Daming Shan until
around 5pm.

_____________________________________________|
Béihii JbitF
[2)0o779 7 POP 560,000

Béihdi (literally ‘North Sea’) is famed among
Chinese tourists for its Silver Beach, dubbed
‘the Number One beach on earth’ in tourism
brochures. It sure ain’t southern Thailand,
but it’s still worth a visit. Much more charm-
ing is Béihai’s quaint old quarter of colon-
naded streets, where colonial-era architec-
tural heritage has escaped the demolition
ball. It’s a rewarding area for a stroll.

© Sights & Activities

Turning left from the long-distance bus
station, along Beibuwan Lu, the road soon
forks. The right fork (Heping Lu; FI°7i#)
takes you to a Bank of China, the post office
and on towards the old town. The left fork
takes you past Zhongshan Park, Tianhong
Hotel and the central bus station, all on
your left.

Old Town HISTORIC AREA
(C&I; ldochéng) Beéihidi's enchanting old
town used to be a trading hub of old Béihai
but is now a sleepy home of the city’s older
residents, who while away the hours play-
ing mah jong and Chinese chess. It spreads
east away from Sichuan Lu, with recently
restored 19th-century gilou buildings (Chi-
nese arcade houses) straddling the streets
and alleys.

A few buildings of note include the at-
tractive former post office (KI5 MEECILHE
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J3JRilHAL; Daging Youzheéng Béihai Fenju Jitzhr,
cnr Zhongshan Donglu & Haiguan Lu; admission
Y5), which now serves as a simple museum
devoted to relics of the Qing-dynasty postal
system; and the Maruichi Drugstore (A —
2[5, WanyT Yaofang; (21203 9169; 104 Zhuhai Lu;
8.30am-5.30pm), a site in the disguise of
a pharmacy that allowed the Japanese to
carry on espionage activities in the 1930s,
which now houses a tiny national security
museum (no English captions). The former
British Consulate Building (J[HE4iZHHIE
hEk; Yinggué Lingshigudn Jitizhi), within
the grounds of a high school, is an impos-
ing building with a cream-coloured edifice
built in 1885.

The best place to start your stroll is at
the western end of Zhuhai Lu (F%), off
Sichuan Lu, just before the Waisha Island
bridge. Look for the small white arch in-
scribed with the Chinese characters T}
47 (Shengping Jie), the road’s former name.

Silver Beach BEACH
(H3ME; yintan) This is what most Chinese
tourists come to Béihai for: Silver Beach,
a long stretch of silvery-yellow sand with
so-so waters, about 8km south of the city
centre. There’s a host of midrange, doll’s-
house-lookalike hotels and a number of
places to eat, serving expensive but very
fresh seafood. Take bus 3 (Y2) from the cen-
tral bus station; it runs until 10pm.

2= Sleeping

From the central bus station, cross Si-
chuan Lu (JY)1]#%), which leads north to
Waisha Island (4M0i; Waisha Do), to
reach Béihai’s cheapest accommodation, on

Weizhou Island (119km)
c

Béihai

® Top Sights
Former Post Office....
Maruichi Drugstore

© Sights
1 Former British Consulate Building.....C2

3 Eating
2 0Old Town Coffee, Bar &
Restaurant .........ccoocoevvviiiinnnienn, Al

© S Drinking
3 Aussino
4 Gaodi Coffee...

Huoshaochuang Wuxiang (‘KEEIKTAR), a
small alley off Beibuwan Xilu, jam-packed
with zhaodaisuo (FHFHIT), simple guest-
houses offering doubles/twins from Y30.

Most budget and midrange options in
town are crappy. For an affordable luxury,
stay in the Shangri-La.

Tianhong Hotel HOTEL $$
(CRULFEYE; Tianhéng Binguan; (21221 0555;
Beibuwan Lu; JLFBELHE; d/tw Y188/258; f¥)
This midrange hotel by the central bus sta-
tion has bright, spacious rooms with dark-
wood furniture, as well as friendly staff.
Doubles and twins drop to Y100. Turn right
from the bus station and it’s on your right.
No English sign.

Shangri-La Hotel HOTEL $$$
(B R ILBKIRUE, Xianggélila Dafandian; (21206
2288; 33 Chating Lu; 552335 d with city/
sea view from Y529/609; [# @ () Béihii’s best
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hotel has top-class facilities, including a
pool, tennis courts and several good res-
taurants. Rooms are large and luxurious,
and staff can be very helpful. It’s about 1km
northeast of the long-distance bus station.

x Eating
Waisha Island, just northwest of the old

town, is awash with fish restaurants. It’s
not cheap - expect to pay at least Y70 per
Jin (600g) for fish - but the seafood is as
fresh as it gets and the seaside location is
hard to beat. Walk along Sichuan Lu and
cross the bridge onto the island.

A growing number of Western-style cafes
and bars, housed in fabulously renovated
19th-century buildings, have sprung up in
the heart of the old town. Most are at the
western end of Zhuhai Lu, off Sichuan Lu.
Old Town Coffee, Bar and Restaurant

CAFE $
(& IENME Laodao Kafei; (1203 6652; 80 Zhu-
hai Lu; #4805 dishes from Y15; ©2.30pm-
1.30am; @) Serves Chinese and Western
food, fresh coffee (Y18) and beer (Y6), and
has free wi-fi and English-speaking staff.
Look out for the ‘Backpacker’ sign.

Gaodi Coffee CAFE $
(i HinYE; Gaodi Kafei; (21202 6586; 13 Zhuhai
Lu; Bk #4135, ©1lpm-lam) Housed in an
elegantly decorated red brick building,
this cafe specialises in Vietnamese coffee
(from Y30).

? Drinking

Aussino WINEBAR $$
(B EI-E521 Fulong Haichuang Qthao
Hulsu; 21220 0800; 7 Zhuhai Lu; ZRifj##110%5;
&1pm-lam) The wine cellar is housed in a
beautifully renovated, open-roofed build-
ing. It stocks an impressive selection of Eu-
ropean wines. No English sign. Look for the
misspelt ‘Aussino Waild Wines’ sign on the
east end of the street.

ﬂ Shopping

Xinhua Bookstore BOOKS
(BT H45)5; Xinhua Shadian; €:8.30am-10pm)
Inside a multistorey department store
opposite the central bus station; you can
buy a city map (H[&l; diri; Y5) here.

0 Information

Bank of China ("['[%#11T; Zhonggud Yinhang)
Its 24-hour ATM accepts international cards.
China Post (lll})=); Zhongguo Youzhéng; &8am-
6pm)

Donghang Internet (4 it %I; Donghang
Wangba; Sichuan Lu; per hr Y1.50; ¢524hr)
Located on your left just before you cross the
Waisha Island bridge.

Public Security Bureau (PSB; /A % Jq;
Gong'anjt; 213 Zhongshan Donglu; &:8am-noon
& 2.30-5.30pm, 3-6pm summer) At the eastern
end of the old town; can extend visas.

0 Getting There & Away

Air

There are daily flights to Guangzhou (Y800),

and four weekly flights to Bé&ijing (Y1800) and
Shanghai (Y1420). The airport is 21km northeast
of the centre of town.

Boat

The International Ferry Terminal ([ 7524
3k; Guoji Kéytin Matou) is on the road to Silver
Beach (bus 3; Y2). One ferry daily (Y120 to Y280,
12 hours, 6pm) leaves for Haikou on Hainan Dao
(p568). Three express ferries (Y120 to Y180,
one hour 10 minutes, 8.30am, 11.15am and
4pm) leave daily for the nearby volcanic island
of Wéizhou. Ferries return to Béihdi at 9.40am,
2.30pm and 5.15pm. The slow boats are no
longer running.

Bus

Direct bus routes include Nanning (Y60, three
hours, regular) and Guilin (Y180, seven hours,
six daily).

Train

Two trains leave daily to Nanning from Béihai
train station (Y40, three hours), at 9.24am and
12.53pm. Coming the other way, the trains from
Nénning arrive in Béihai at 9.05am and 1.53pm.
Tickets to onward destinations can be bought
from the train station ticket office (<:8.10am-
noon & 2-5pm) for a Y5 fee.

0 Getting Around

To/From the Airport

Airport shuttle buses (Y10, 30 minutes) leave
from outside the Civil Aviation Administra-
tion of China (CAAC; [E [fii; Zhonggud
Minhang; 1303 3757; Beibuwan Xilu; b2 74
i#%; ©8am-10pm), a few hundred metres beyond
Huoshaochuang Wuxiang, and connect with ev-
ery flight. Flight tickets can also be bought here.

Bus

The two main bus stations, long-distance (%iz
J3l: Kéyuin Zongzhan) and central (JLifH 5 K%
iz, Béihai Xinhé Kéytin Zhongxin), are both
on Beibuwan Lu (IL#57#). Buses will drop you
at either station.

From the central bus station, bus 2 (Y1) goes
to the train station.



Pedal-powered Tricycles

In an encouraging attempt to fend off air pol-
lution, authorities have put more than 600
pedal-powered tricycles into operation. Use
them. From the central bus station, expect to
pay Y1to the long-distance bus station, Y3 to
Huoshaochuang Wuxiang, Y5 to Waisha Island,
Zhuhai Lu or the Shangri-La Hotel, and Y10 to
the train station.

Around Béihai

WEIZHOU ISLAND T 5
With its friendly fishing families, the island
of Wéizhou (admission Y90) is a beach site not
yet overwhelmed by throngs of tourists. The
island is 36 nautical miles from Béihdi and
is China’s largest volcanic island. Make this
6.5km-long and 6km-wide island a day trip.

Boats from Béihai pull into the new ferry
pier in the northwest of the island. The main
settlement Nanwan Port (F575HE; Nanwan
Gang) is 5km south of the pier. To get
there, it’s Y5 by motor-rickshaw. The waters
around Wéizhou contain some of the most
diverse coral communities in the area; ask
in Nanwan Port about motorboat rides and
diving opportunities. Beyond the island’s
beaches, caves, corals and dormant volca-
nic scenery, visitors will find a handful of
historic sights awaiting exploration. Within
Nanwan Port - the former volcanic nucleus
of the island - is the Three Old Women
Temple (=#)f; Sanp6 Miao), but of more
interest are the two French-built churches
on Wéizhou. Built in 1853, the white-washed
Catholic Church (K¥:%; Tianzhu Tang)
in Shengtang (&) in the northeast of the
island still attracts worshippers. The Holy
Mother Church (Z6B}%; Shéngmu Tang),
built in 1880, is in the village of Chéngzai (Ji
1), roughly on the same latitude but closer
to the ferry terminal.

The smaller Xieyang Island (RIFH;
Xiéyang Ddo) sits in the sea 9 nautical miles
to the southeast of Wéizhou Island, and can
be reached by boat from Nanwan Port.

If you miss the last boat back to Bé&ihai,
accommodation is available in Nanwan Port.
The Hl-affiliated Piggybar (J&{11L; Zhazaiba;
[2139 0779 0533; piggybar.com, in Chinese; Nan-
wan Port; dm Y25-30, r Y60-80) has primitive
facilities and very basic rooms. Bike rental
(Y20 per day) is also available. For a reason-
able degree of comfort, Dishui Courtyard
Hotel (Dishuij; ¥i#7K ), (2329 9636; Dishui Vil-
lage; Dishuicun; i 7K A; r Y150-190), to the west
of the port, has some pleasant cabins.

Tickets for boats to Wéizhou Island can
be purchased from the International Ferry
Terminal, or ENN Marine Shipping Ticket
Hall (Hriifgis 5 55K)7; Xin'ao Haiyun Shou-
piao Dating; (/1306 6829, 388 0711) in Huaméi
Guingchiang (fE35 ). It’s on Sichuan Lu
near the inner section with Beihai Dadao.
For the ferry schedule, see p604.

Chéngzuo
[210771 7 POP 340,000
Situated beside a big loop in the Zuo River
(ZE{L; Zuo Jiang), this unattractive city
doesn’t have much to see, except for the
leaning pagoda and the ecology park, where
you have the chance to see a rare species of
monkey.

© Sights & Activities

Across the river from the train station is a
semi-restored section of the old city wall
that follows the river for a short distance
and makes a pleasant walk.

Choéngzuo Ecology Park NATURE RESERVE
(S/E 255l Chéngzud Shengtai Gongyuan;
[2)793 0222; admission Y80; &9am-noon &
2-6pm) The modest-sized Chéngzud Ecology
Park, run by a Peking University research
centre, is a sanctuary for the extremely
rare white-headed leaf monkey (F3kMH%;
baitou yehou), indigenous to China. It’s
estimated that fewer than 1000 are in the
wild, where there are about 590 of these
highly endangered primates in this small
but important nature reserve alone.

A simple walking trail (45 minutes) takes
you in a loop around the park’s karst hills,
where the monkeys spend most of the day.
This is also king cobra territory, so resist
the temptation to stray from the path.

You'll have the best chance of seeing
monkeys at dawn or dusk when they make
their way up to or down from the hilltops.
There’s accommodation inside the park but
special arrangement has to be made via the
research centre. To get here, take a minibus
(Y8, 45 minutes, 6.30am to 6.30pm) to Banli
(#F)) from the bus station. Tell your driver
to drop you off at Shéngtai Gongyuan.

Zudjiang Leaning Pagoda PAGODA
(JEVT RS, Zusjiang  Xiéta;  admission  Y5;
©8.30am-5.30pm) Do not expect anything
like the Tower of Pisa. But nevertheless,
the whitewashed brick Zudjiang Pagoda is
photogenic enough. Built in 1621, it’s one of
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only eight of its kind in the world - leaning.
Standing 18m tall, it’s perched, lighthouse-
like, on top of a rocky outcrop on Phoenix
Lake. However, climbing the pagoda was im-
possible at the time of research, as the interi-
or was damaged by a flood in 2009. To reach
it, take bus 3 from the bus station (Y1.20, 20
minutes). Don’t forget to tell the driver you're
going to wiétd. A taxi is a fixed rate of Y20.

|2= Sleeping & Eating

Hotels around the train and bus stations
are shabby, but if you are just looking for
a bed to sleep for a night there is no short-
age of cheap hotels. Some offer beds for as
little as Y30.

There are also plenty of cheap restau-
rants around both stations, offering simple,
point-and-choose fried dishes for less than
Y10. There’s an enormous food market a few
hundred metres west of the bus station un-
derneath an ugly blue roof.

Yangguang Hotel HOTEL $
(BAS'E KIS, Yangguang Dajitidian; (2784 0501;
fax 784 8498; 36 Jiangnan Lu; JT.51#%36%5; s/d
Y218/228, d with computer Y368; [#) Just east
of the train station, this hotel is the most
decent one we found that offers reason-
able two-star comfort with relatively clean
rooms. Discounts bring singles and doubles
down to Y70.

ﬂ Information

Exiting the train station, you'll see Xitixian
Internet (YK [H MIEL; Xitixian Wangba; per hr Y2;
&24hr) on your right. There's a Bank of China
with a 24-hour ATM accepting international
cards next to the bus station. You can buy a city
map (Hi/&l; ditd; Y4) at both stations.

ﬁ Getting There & Away

The train station is just south of the river on
the east-west street of Jiang Nanlu (Y. 74 ).
The bus station is about 1km further south on
another east-west road, Yanshan Lu (#51l1%).
Just west of both stations, Xinmin Lu (&%)
connects these two roads. Turn left from the
train station or right from the bus station to get
to Xinmin Lu. Bus 2 (Y2) connects the stations,
but takes only 10 minutes to walk.

Bus

Regular daily buses:

Daxin Y19, 1%z hours, every 30 minutes
(6.20am to 4.55pm)

Nanning Y46, 2% hours, every 30 minutes
(6.30am to 7.30pm)

Ningming Y19, 50 minutes, every 20 minutes
(8.10am to 6pm)

Pingxiang Y30, 80 minutes, every 20 minutes
(8am to 6pm)

Train

Three trains leave daily for Nanning (Y9 to Y20,
one hour 52 minutes to three hours 22 minutes,
8.10am, 11.36am and 2.21pm). In the other di-
rection, three trains leave daily for Pingxiang, at
9.44am (Y14, one hour 46 minutes), 2.58pm (Y7,
two hours 38 minutes) and 8.28pm (Y16, one
hour and 43 minutes). The Pingxiang trains stop
at Ningming (Y10/6, 55 minutes/1% hours).

Zuo River Scenic Area

FEVT A5 X
The chance of catching a glimpse of white-
headed leaf monkeys in the wild, gaping at
170m-high ancient rock murals and putter-
ing along a spectacular section of the Zuo
River in a small wooden boat make this
area, on the train line between Nanning and
Pingxidng, well worth checking out.

The village of Panléng (2:%) is the launch
pad. Behind it, you'll find Longrui Nature
Reserve (Miki XX, Longrul Ziran
Baohuqu), home to forest-covered Kkarst
peaks, elusive monkeys and endless hiking
opportunities. But be sure to get a permit (I
nJiuk; aukézheng) from the police in the vil-
lage before you head off into the hills.

Camping is no longer allowed here but
just between Panlong and the nature re-
serve entrance there are some large wood
cabins, set up for tour groups, where you
can find decent accommodation for Y160. If
that’s too much like a holiday camp for you,
you’ll find basic rooms (Y70), and a great
place to eat by the river, at Néngjialé Res-
taurant (¢ 5 R4 1H; Nongjiale Cangudn),
right beside the 100-year-old Guanyin Tem-
ple (M )i; Guanyin Mido), about 200m
from the ticketing office.

The main reason to come to Panlong,
though, is to take a one-hour (one-way) boat
trip past stunning, karst-rock scenery to the
Huashan cliff murals ({61114 1; Huashan
yanhua). These crudely drawn depictions
of ancient people and animals, painted in
red on sheer cliff faces up to 172m above the
river, are almost 2000 years old. They are
apparently the work of the Luoyue people,
ancestors of the Zhuang, but why they were
painted is still a mystery. The admission fee
(Y80) includes the boat fee if there are 10 or



more visitors; otherwise you have to pay an
extra Y120 to Y200 for the boat.

0 Getting There & Away

To get to Panléng, first catch a train or bus to
Ningming (‘7#). From the train station, take
amotor-rickshaw (Y3 if full, Y20 if you're the
only passenger, 30 minutes) to Minzti Shanzhai
(REJ%111Z€), another name for Panlong. From
Ningming bus station, take local bus 9 to
Baihuo Daléu (151 A %). From there, the same
bus goes to Minz(i Shanzhai at 7.30am, 9am,
11.30am, 2pm and 4.30pm. Or you can take a
rickshaw (Y20). Bus 9 returns once every two
hours, with the last bus leaving Minzti Shanzhai
at 5pm.

Regular buses leave Ningming for Pingxiang
(Y9), Chéngzud (Y18) and Nanning (Y50), the
last buses leaving at 6.45pm, 5.40pm and
7.40pm, respectively. Trains to Pinxiang leave at
10.40am (Y10, 50 minutes) and 4.15pm (Y4, one
hour 21 minutes).

Trains to Chongzud (Y4/10, 1%2 hours/51
minutes) and Nénning (Y26/12, two hours 53
minutes/four hours 26 minutes) leave at 1.26pm
(fast train) and 9.59am (slow train).

_____________________________________________|
Pingxiang e
[JJo771 7/ POP 110,000

GuangxT’s gateway to Vietnam (Yuénan;
) is a modest market town with little in
the way of tourist attractions, so there’s no
real reason to stay.

Turn right (south) out of the bus sta-
tion to find the Bank of China (hE%R1T;
Zhongguoé Yinhang), a couple of internet
cafes (MI; wdngba) and the north train
station (Atik; béi zhan). For a quick bite to
eat, turn left from the bus station, where
there are a handful of noodles shops.

If you need accommodation, Youyi
Binguan (i 5E1H; (7853 6626; tw/tr Y70/80),
located directly opposite the bus station, has
acceptable rooms.

Only one train leaves from the north
train station, Pingxiang Beizhan (E4EIbu),
the 9.05am to Nanning (Y15, 5%% hours), via
Ningming (Y4) and Chéngzuo (Y7). From the
north train station turn left after Zhongyue
International Hotel and 360 Bar, and its
bizarre motorbike sculpture, then take the
first right to the bus station. A faster train
leaves for Ningming (Y10), Chongzuo (Y14)
and Nanning (Y30, 3%2 hours) from the less
central train station, Pingxiang Zhan (FE
k), at 12.45pm. Motor-rickshaws (about Y5)
link the two train stations.

GUIDEBOOK
CONFISCATION WARNING

There are still reports of Lonely
Planet’s China being confiscated by
border officials at Friendship Pass,

or even by police on the streets in
Pingxiang. We advise you to photo-
copy vital information and put a cover
over your guidebook just in case. Note
that all bags are searched as you walk
into the north train station. Once you
leave Pingxiang, you should have no
problem.

From Pingxidng bus station there are reg-
ular buses to Ningming (Y9, one hour) until
7pm, to Chongzuo (Y30, one hour 20 min-
utes) until 6.40pm and to Nanning (Y68,
three hours) until 8pm.

Détian Waterfall iR Am
[Jo771

Although it may not be Niagara Falls, Détian
Waterfall (Détian PUubu; www.detian.com), Asia’s
largest and the world’s second-largest trans-
national waterfall, is absolutely sublime.
Then there are the surrounding karst peaks
and the added buzz of being on the Vietnam-
ese border. Admission is Y80, but if you take
the direct bus from Nanning, the bus ticket
will entitle you to a Y10 discount.

The water drops 40m in three stages, cre-
ating an elegant collection of cascades and
small pools across a total width of 200m.
Swimming is not allowed, but bamboo rafts
(Y20) will take you right up to the spray.
When we visited, guards were no longer al-
lowing tourists to walk all the way to the
53rd boundary marker, despite signs point-
ing you in that direction. You can, though,
climb Fort Mountain ($24£1l1; Yinpan Shan;
114 hours) for stunning views of the area.

Outside the entrance gates there are
guesthouses offering doubles with air-con
for around Y60. Détian Kézhan (fli-R%0k%;
(/1377 5201) is a decent option. Just inside
the gates, Détian Shanzhuang (f5K LT,
[21377 3570; d & tw from Y500; ) has over-
priced rooms with views of the falls. There
are a number of very similar restaurants
with very similar menus (Y30 per dish) just
outside the gates. Détian Shanzhuang has
its own pricier version.
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608 BORDER CROSSING: GETTING TO VIETNAM FROM PiINGXIANG

The Friendship Pass (i 2%; Youyi Guan) border is located about 10km from Pingx-
iang on the Chinese side, and a few kilometres from the obscure town of Dong Dang on
the Vietnamese side; the nearest Vietnamese city (Liangshan; Lang Son in Vietnam-
ese) is 18km from Friendship Pass. The border is is open from 8am to 8pm Chinese
time (Chinais one hour ahead of Vietnam), but some travellers have reported that
passports aren’'t always stamped after around 4.30pm.

To get to the border crossing, take a motor-rickshaw or taxi (about Y25) from Pingx-
iang. From there it's a 600m walk to the Vietnamese border post. Onward transport to
Hanoi, located 164km southwest of the border, is by bus or train via Lang Son.

If you're heading into China from the Friendship Pass, catch a minibus to Pingxiang
bus station, from where there are regular onward buses. A word of caution: because
train tickets to China are expensive in Hanoi, some travellers buy a ticket to Dong
Dang, walk across the border and then buy a train ticket on the Chinese side. Thisisn't
the best way, because it's several kilometres from Dong Dang to Friendship Pass, and
you'll have to hire someone to take you by motorbike. If you're going by train, it's best
to buy a ticket from Hanoi to Pingxiang, and then in Pingxiang buy a ticket to Nanning
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or beyond.

Unless you catch the one direct bus,
which departs from Nanning’s International
Tourism Distribution Centre (one way/re-
turn Y50/90, 3V hours, 7.40am) and stops
en route at Landong bus station (8.30am),
you will have to come via Daxin (J#),
then Shuolong (fili}%), from either Nanning
or Chongzud. At Daxin, turn left from the
bus station and walk for five to 10 minutes
(about 600m) down Minsheng Jie (44
until you reach the traffic lights at the junc-
tion with Lunli Lu (f&EL#). There on your
right you'll see minibuses to Shuoléng (Y10,
one hour, last bus 6pm). At Shuoléng you’ll
find minibuses (Y20 per vehicle) and motor-
rickshaws (Y15 per vehicle) waiting under a
big tree to take you the final 20 minutes to
Détian.

Coming back, the last bus leaves Shuoléng
for Daxin at around 4pm. There are regu-
lar buses from Daxin to Nanning (Y40, 2v%
hours) until 8.30pm and to Chongzud (Y20,
114 hours) until 4.40pm. The direct bus from
the falls to Nanning leaves at 3.20pm.

Around Détian Waterfall

From Shuoléng it’s possible to catch a
minibus to Mingshi Tianyuan ({1
[ii)), a succession of scenic Zhuang villages

25km southeast of Shuoléng. It’s an un-
spoiled version of Yangshuo surrounded
by jagged forest hills and emerald mean-
dering rivers. There’s no admission fee yet
but signs of tourism are surfacing. Ming
Shi Mountain Village (W{L:11F; Mingshi
Shanzhuang; (1375 5028; gxmingshi@yahoo.cn;
Kanxu Village; Kanxu Xiang; #4]2; d Y690-880,
discounts of 50%) is a landmark and a beau-
tiful resort where you can rent a bike (Y20
per hour) to explore the villages. Walking
is an equally pleasant way to explore the
valley. Shanlirén Shéngtai Néngijialé (L1
PNAEZARZR, 2375 3532; Kanxu Village;
Kanxdaxiang; HEEF 2 WILLAS I Z.115; r Y80), a de-
cent farm-stay 1km west of the resort, of-
fers spacious double and fresh homemade
meals. No English spoken.

To get there you can charter a van from
Détian (Y50) or Shuolong (Y25) directly. The
minibus from Shuoléng to Chéngzhuo (Y5,
8am) will drop you at Mingshi Tidnyuan if
you ask. If youre stuck in Shuoléng, Guan
Kou Hotel (Guankdu Dajitidian; ¢TI E;
r 80), 200m east of the big tree, has basic
rooms.

To leave, minibuses to Léiping (i1
Y6) pass through Minshi’s main road until
3pm. From Léiping, buses go to Daxin; they
stop running at 5pm.
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