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Why Go?

Poor old Guizhou (51/1), always the short-end-of-the-stick
southwest China province. A much-quoted proverb has it
as a place ‘without three i of flat land, three days of fine
weather, or three cents to rub together’. Ouch.

Certainly, pockets of Guizhou are desperately poor and
you’ll see clouds more often than the sun. The upside is
that there’s plenty of elbow room out in the simply stun-
ning countryside, a sublime mix of undulating hills and
carpets of forest, riven with rivers tumbling into magnifi-
cent waterfalls and down into spooky-thrilling karst cave
networks.

As big a draw as the landscapes is Guizhou’s extraordi-
nary human mosaic. Almost 35% of the province’s popu-
lation is made up of over 18 ethnic minorities. They all
contribute to Guizhou’s social butterfly calendar, which
enjoys more folk festivals than any other province in Chi-
na, and the welcome you’ll get from the people more than
makes up for the weather.

When to Go
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January Brave June Hope for October &

the chill for the
wondrous sight of
thousands of rare
birds wintering at
Caohai Lake.

some summer
sunshine as
you village-hop
around the
southeast.

November See
in the Miao New
Year in Xijiang
with gallons of
rice wine.




SICHUAN

CHONGQING o
2 Daozhén
)
. el S
Yangzi ~~ River & Zheng'an
Chishur QJinshagou Q&Q&@ °
Red Rock Gorge —— @ gg;g:e $
sldopgsod © Oxishur
Shizhangdopg \
Falls Ténng? \gnjlang
T~ \ O Suiyang Sindn©@
S ORénhudi
YONNAN W zonyi @ Shigian
. .\\\\'\ (]
cws .
Jinshd @ Wl Rive!
oBiji¢ P \
©Shimen . 3 “ Shibing g ZNENYUAN |
O Mata o Dafang Qianxi /~ Xifeng @ Huédngping g ° o
wumeng Mountaing o ShuTtouzhalo 00 Muféng
Welnlng Métouzhai ©5hids
— Chéng'an@ 1dong
oJinzhong @Nankai © Zhijin Cave U Langg “s0 KGN Xianhua
Caohai I,aké o Zhijin © angzhen @GUIYANG h,w Zhouxio gfox_%'rl']égijiang
* 5 I
i ShuIcheng Pingbag /. Zhenshan 4 20O matan 8o Léisjhén
/ (Liupanshul) Litizht o ° :HuaXI . @Duydn °
/ ,,‘Q’y /~oZ Thnhétén Qingyan X vongle® 7o (sngir
] Shltouzhoal Y/ Anshun Huishur® (75km)
! ©Zhenning | o _~
1 Huéanggudshi Falls @ Lon.ggong / Sandu
u'an Caves © Dushan To Basha
A Panxmno o ~‘ (25km)
<
=TTy ) - oLibo
S 0 Xingrén éhénféng Luédian @
Maling
. ) L L Gorge ‘
YUNNAN 0. \\ o0 Anléng
Xingyl 2" | X
Bajic © X
X
A o 100 km \\ e
® o ——— () miles ™
>
\/
N
N
X
X

Guizhou Highlights

@ Spend a week village-
hopping around Kaili (p618)
© Party with the locals at
one of the thousand-odd
festivals (p619) held in
Guizhou each year

© Get way off the beaten
track in the prehistoric fern
forests around Chishui (p628)

@ Head underground at
Zhijin Cave, the largest cavern
in China (p623)

© Soak yourself in the

mists at the thundering
Huanggudshu Falls (p623),
China’s largest waterfall

O Escape the madding
crowds and get up close with
rare black cranes at remote
Caohai Lake (p624)

@ Find fascinating CCP
history and potent local
firewater in Ziinyi (p624)
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History

Chinese rulers set up an administration in
this area as far back as the Han dynasty
(206 BC-AD 220), but it was merely an at-
tempt to maintain some measure of control
over Guizhou’s non-Han tribes.

It wasn’t until the Sino-Japanese war,
when the Kuomintang made Chéngqing
their wartime capital, that the development
of Guizhou began. Most of this activity
ceased at the end of WWII and industri-
alisation of the area wasn’t revived until
the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) began
construction of the railways. Despite an ex-
panding mining industry, Guizhou’s GDP
per capita remains the lowest in all China.

Climate

Guizhou has a temperate climate with an
annual average temperature of 15°C. The
coldest months are January and February,
when temperatures dip to around 1°C. It
simply always feels damp, mists are heavy
and the sun rarely shines.

Language

Mandarin Chinese is spoken by the Han
majority, although with a distinctive local
accent. Thai and Lao are spoken by some,
and Miao-Yao (Hmong-mien) dialects by the
Miao and Yao.

ﬁ Getting There & Away

AIR You can fly to more than 40 destinations
within China from Guiyang’s airport, including all
major Chinese cities. International destinations
include Hong Kong, Singapore and Macau.

BUS Guiyang and Chéngging are linked by an
expressway. Another expressway from Guiyang
to Kanming is nearing completion. Yannan is
also accessible - less comfortably - by bus via
Weining in the west. Guangxi can be accessed
through Céngjiang in the southeastern part of
the province.

Within the province, many of the major sites
are accessible via OK roads. However, secondary
roads in the northeast, west and southeast are
uniformly poor.

TRAIN Sleepers to Chéngdu in Sichuan, Kinming
in Yannan and Guilin are popular options.

© Getting Around

Buses are by far the best bet for exploring
Guizhou. New expressways have been built

even in the more remote western areas of the
province. However, roads between smaller cities
and villages are still a work in progress - and
there are many mountains and hills out there to
wind around - so make sure you bring plenty of
patience.

PRICE INDICATORS 611

The following price indicators are
used in this chapter:

Sleeping

$ less than Y160
$$ Y160 to Y400
$$% more than Y400
Eating

$ less than Y50
$$ Y50 to Y100

$$% more than Y100

The train system links all major cities, but is
generally slower and less convenient than buses.

CENTRAL GUIZHOU

The capital city Guiyang dominates the
central portion of the province. You’'ll likely
have to spend a day or two here as you make
your way around Guizhou.
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Guiyang sifH
[Z10851 / POP 1.2 MILLION

While it will never win any beauty con-
tests, or prizes for its tourist sights, Guiyang
(parts of it, anyway) is surprisingly modern
and vibrant for the capital of China’s poorest
province. The riverside and Rénmin Sq pro-
vide enjoyable areas to wander, and there’s
fantastic street food, lively markets and dis-
orienting, mazelike shopping areas. Most of
the locals are chuffed to encounter foreign-
ers and make them welcome.

© Sights

Hoéngfa Temple BUDDHIST TEMPLE
(5L487F; Hongfu Si; admission Y2; &7am-6pm)
Located in Qianling Park (¥ 7% 2 d; Qianling
Gongyuan; admission Y5; &24hr) in the north of
the city, Hongfa Temple is perched near the
top of 1300m Qianling Shan and dates back
to the 17th century. It’s an easy 40-minute
walk to the temple, or there’s a cable car
(up/down Y15/20; &9am-5pm). The monas-
tery has a vegetarian restaurant in the rear
courtyard. From the train station area, take
bus 2.
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Provincial Museum MUSEUM as he salutes Wal-Mart across the street

(45 T4, Shéng Béwliguan; Beijing Lu;
&9am-5pm Tue-Sun) The exhibits at this
low-tech museum are a truly bizarre mix,
with the ground floor given over to a seem-
ingly random collection of firearms. Head
to the 2nd floor instead for the section on
Guizhou’s minorities, which features trad-
itional clothing and musical instruments.
There are some English captions.

Other Sights HISTORIC SITES
Begin at Rénmin Square (A& ; Ré-

nmin Guangchdng) and take a gander at
one of the nation’s largest Mao statues...

(guess which site the locals are visiting
more?).

Walk north across the river, turn right
(east) onto Yangming Lu, cross a round-
about, descend to the river and follow it
to the triple-roofed Jiaxiu Pavilion (5%
%, Jiaxit Lou; admission Y2; 8.30am-11pm),
Guiyang’s most famous landmark

Across the river is Cuiwéi Gongyuan
A T admission Y2; 59am-11pm), an erst-
while Ming-dynasty temple which has pic-
turesque pavilions and some pricey Miao
souvenirs.
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® Top Sights
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Provincial Museum...
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7 Dongjia Family Restaurant ................ Al
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10 Night Market
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© S Drinking
13 Bars, Lounges & Clubs............cccccc.... Bl
14 Highlands Coffee
15 People's Commune

Backtrack across the bridge and walk
north along Wenchang Beilu to another
Ming-dynasty speciality: Wénchang Pavil-
ion (L EIK; Wénchang Gé), restored along
with the city walls. There are always plenty
of locals lounging around, chatting and
snacking here.

(& Tours

Organised tours (in Chinese) to
Huangguoshu Falls and Loénggong Caves
leave daily from a special tourist bus station
(il #iaul; liyou keyunzhan) opposite
Qianling Park. Many of the hotels also orga-
nise day tours. CITS runs one-day tours to
the caves and waterfall for Y270 per person.
There are fewer tours (if they run at all) in
the off season.

x:ﬁ Festivals & Events

There are at least 1000 minority festivals
in Guizhou each year (see the boxed text,
p619). Check with CITS for details or do re-
search ahead for dates, but even the locals
don’t know when they’re happening till a
month or so before.

|2= Sleeping

Budding hoteliers should take note of the
fact that Guiyang’s accommodation options
are sadly limited, with a plethora of bland
low and midrange places and a complete
lack of genuine hostels or guesthouses.

Sheraton Hotel HOTEL $$$
(FRG SALNE; Xilaideng Guihang Jitidian;
(21588 8888; www.sheraton.com/guiyang; Zu-
nyi Lu; 3% S i#%; d Y1580, discounts of up to 50%;
S [#/(@ =) Sitting astride a downtown inter-
section like a colossus, the rooms here are
Guiyang’s top digs. Huge, comfy beds, as
well as a spa, gym, pool and Western and
Chinese restaurants.

Jingiao Fandian HOTEL $$
(&MFiliMs;  Golden Bridge Hotel, (1582
9958; 2 Ruijin Nanlu; Hidzpi2'5; s/d/tr
Y358/398/428, discounts of 40-50%) The ven-
erable Jingiao is over 40 years old, a lifetime
by Chinese hotel standards, and although it
looks its age a bit, it still stands out from the
midrange crowd, thanks to its distinctive
wedding cake-style exterior (it’s very neo-
Stalinist) and its marble lobby. The spacious
rooms are well kept, the staff helpful and
discounts are often on offer.

Yida Youth Hostel HOTEL $
(AN, Yida Jitidian; 2864 9777; fax 863
1799; 9 Zhiyue Jie; 514795 6-/10-bed dm
Y50/40, s, d & tr Y368-428; % @) Despite the
name, this isn’t a real hostel. Instead, it’s
a midrange hotel with some dorm rooms,
and guess which guests are at the bottom of
the pecking order? The unenthusiastic staff
are one reason, along with the lack of atmo-
sphere, that this place gets mixed reviews.
But the dorms are modern and clean. The
entrance is down an alley off Wenchang
Nanlu.

Mayflower Hostel HOTEL $
(AT, Pénghtwan Jitdian; (2674 3007,
16th fl, Jiaxinhuating Bldg, 176 Baoshan Beilu;
FUILEKI76 5 R HEEERIE16)2,; s, d & tr
Y120-160; #/[@®)) Another one of Guiyang’s
ersatz hostels, the Mayflower is spread
across a couple of floors of an office build-
ing. Not all of the the rooms are in great
condition, so check them first. The best
have panoramic views of the city, a refresh-
ing change from the often dire vistas of-
fered by most Chinese hotels, and all come
with some form of internet access, either
ADSL or wi-fi.
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Star Hotel HOTEL $
(CLFii 45 FEA, Xingy( Shangwi Binguén; 21595
2588; 192 Jiefang Lu; f#iit #1925 s & d Y158;
[#/[@) Mahjong fans will like this place, as
every room has a table to play at. Everyone
else can marvel at finding a hotel with mod-
ern, clean and sizeable rooms so close to the
bus and train stations.

X Eating
Night markets (T 1l7; yésh?) aren’t as ubig-

uitous as they once were in Guiyang, but
there are still plenty of options for those
who like to eat al fresco. Start snooping
along Shaanxi Lu; if you don’t find what
you like, wander over to the Hequn Lu/
Qianling Lu area. Still nothing? Try the
one east of Ruijin Zhonglu along a tiny al-
ley or the little stalls north of Rénmin Sq.

Do try the local versions of shaguo fen
(W), a noodle and seafood, meat or
vegetable combination placed in a casserole
pot and fired over a flame of rocket-launch
proportions. The deep-fried skewered pota-
toes dusted in chilli powder are the best in
the province. You'll see vendors grilling thin
rice pancakes - these are ‘silk babies’ (224
U stwdwa), to which pickled veggies, sliced
radish/bamboo and spicy vinegar sauce are
added.

Bear in mind that they eat a lot of dog
in Guizhou, so if you don’t want to feast on
man’s best friend, learn how to say wo bt
chi gourou (I don’t eat dog meat).

Kaili Sour Fish Restaurant

CHOICE ETHNIC MINORITY $$
CEHVERRZt; Lao Kaill Suantangyl; (/584
3665; 55 Shengfu Lu; mains from Y38; £9.30am-
midnight) Locals flock here because it spe-
cialises in the best suantangyu (HRzfh;
sour fish soup) in town. A Miao delicacy
that’s Guizhou’s most famous dish, the fish
are chopped up or dumped whole in a bub-
bling hotpot. You then add the veggies of
your choice and away you go. Great stuff.
There’s no English menu, but the waitresses
will help you out.

Sihéyuan GUIZHOU $
(VY4B (21682 5419; Qianling Xilu; mains from
Y15; &9am-10pm) Every Guiyang local (and
expat) knows this place - a boisterous, fre-
netic, labyrinthine spot with most typical
local dishes you could imagine, all very
tasty. It’s tough to find - walk west along
Qianling Xilu off Zhonghua Beilu and keep
your eyes peeled for a Protestant church on

the right; the restaurant is down a small al-
ley opposite. No English menu.

Dongjia Family Restaurant

ETHNIC MINORITY $
(ffZ & JfT; Dongjia Shifu; (21650 7186; 42 Bei-
jing Lu; mains from Y23; £9.30am-10pm) Spe-
cialising in minority cooking from all over
Guizhou, this is a friendly joint with fake
trees in the dining area to give it that au-
thentic country feel. For once, the pictures
in the book-sized menu don’t lie; the food
here is very nicely presented and comes in
ample servings.

9 Drinking

There are plenty of spots for coffee around
town. Hequn Lu, north of Qianling Lu,
has a smattering of bars, as does Qianling
Donglu. The main drinking action, though,
takes place in the city’s numerous KTV (ka-
raoke) clubs.

People’s Commune BAR
(NRAHSC I, Rénmin - Gongshe

Wénhua Zhuti Jitiba; Zhujia Alley, Hequn Lu; beer
from Y8; &7am-2am) A friendly CCP-themed,
bamboo-built bar, with an outside terrace,
pictures of Mao and Zhou Enlai on the
walls and patriotic songs on the jukebox.
Only beer is served here, in utilitarian tin
cups, as cocktails are far too bourgeois. It’s
down an alley on the west side of Hequn Lu,
just before the junction with Qianling Xilu.
Look for the sign.

Highlands Coffee CAFE
(5 J5E; Gaoyuan Kafei; 1 Boai Lu Liu Dongjie;
drinks from Y10; &510am-11pm Mon-Sat, 3-11pm
Sun) Run by a friendly American (with an
equally welcoming staff), this is where you
go for your coffee or speciality tea fix. The
smoothies are just as good. It’s tucked off
Zunyi Lu close to Wal-Mart.

6 Information

Bank of China (1 [E#17; Zhonggud Yinhang;
near cnr Dusi Lu & Zhonghua Nanlu) Has an
ATM and offers all services you need. Other
branches can be found on the corner of Wen-
chang Beilu and Yan'an Donglu, and on Zunyi Lu
near Rénmin Sq.

China International Travel Service (CITS; '
[/ [ Frfiie A7 4t Zhonggud Guoji Liixingshe;
[2690 1706; www.gzcits.com; 7th fl, Longquan
Bldg, 1 Hequn Lu; &9am-6pm Mon-Fri) The
helpful English- and German-speaking staff can
provide information on local festivals. Guide
quality is hit-and-miss, reportedly.



China Post (Ilil/5); Zhongguo Youzheéng; 46
Zhonghua Nanlu) Offers a poste restante
service. China Telecom is next door.

Ensure Chain Pharmacy (—# il %81, Yish
Yaoyé Liansuo; cnr Zunyi Lu & Jiefang Lu;
©24hr) Near the train station.

Internet cafe (IIl!; wangba; Longquan Xiang;
per hr Y3; &24hr) There's another internet
cafe opposite this one. It's down an alley off
Hequn Lu.

Public Security Bureau (PSB; /A % Js;
Gong'anju; (21590 4509; Daying Lu; &8.30am-
noon & 2.30-5pm Mon-Fri) The staff don't see
many foreigners here, but they seem pleasant
enough.

ﬁ Getting There & Away

Air

Airline offices in Guiyang include the Civil Avia-
tion Administration of China (CAAC; 1 [E [ fiii;
Zhonggu6 Minhang; 264 Zunyi Lu; 8.30am-
8.30pm) and China Southern Airlines (‘"

[l R 77 73 A F) A 55X Zhonggud Nanfang
Hangkang Gongst Shoupiaoqa; cnr Zunyi Lu &
Ruijin Nanlu).

Destinations include Béijing (Y1560),
Shanghai (Y1280), Guangzhou (Y600), Guilin
(Y630), Chéngdti (Y500), Xi"an (Y840),
Kanming (Y440) and Chéngging (Y590). Inter-
national destinations include Singapore, Hong
Kong and Macau.

Bus

At the time of writing, a brand-new main long-
distance bus station (51117 %=3%; Guiyang
Kechézhan) had just opened way out in the west-
ern suburbs on Jinyang Nanlu. It's a long haul
from downtown. Take bus 208 from the Hébin
bus depot; a taxi will cost Y30 to Y35.

Anshuin Y35, 1% hours, every 30 minutes
(7.30am to 7pm)

Chéngqing Y110, five to six hours, every 40
minutes (7am to 7.30pm)

Guilin, Y260, 10 to 11 hours, two daily (8pm
and 9pm)

Huanggudshu, Y50, 2% hours, eight daily (8am
to 3pm)

Weining, Y90, six hours, two daily (9am and
noon)

Zianyi, Y65, 2% hours, every 30 minutes
(7.30am to 7.20pm)

Another bus station, Tiyiguan long-distance
bus station ((AF1FHK &7, Tiyuguan
Chéngta Kéyunzhan), is close to the train station
on Jiefang Lu. Buses go to the following places:

Anshiin Y36, 1% hours, every 15 minutes (7am
to 10pm)

Kaili Y60, 2% hours, every 20 to 30 minutes
(7.30am to 7.30pm)

The Hébin Bus Depot (7175t 7= 3; Hébin Qiche
Zhan) west of Rénmin Sq has buses to closer
suburban destinations.

Train

Guiyang's gleaming train station has been
upgraded, but it's easier (and quicker) to travel
within Guizhou by bus. You can buy train tickets
four days in advance.

The following prices are for hard sleepers:
Chéngdii Y135 to Y232, 12 to 23 hours, seven
daily (12.38am, 4.03pm, 4.30pm, 4.50pm,
6.03pm, 6.10pm and 11.16pm)

Chéngqing Y127, nine to 12 hours, 11 daily
(12.38am to 11.16pm)

Guangzhou (K66, fastest train) Y335, 20
hours, one daily (3.22pm)

Guilin Y191, 12 hours, one daily (10.27pm)
Kaili Y14 to Y29, two to three hours, regular
services (24 hours)

Kiinming Y157, 11 to 14 hours, 12 daily

(24 hours)

Zanyi Y12 to Y24, three to six hours, several
daily (24 hours)

0 Getting Around
To/From the Airport

Airport buses depart from the CAAC office every
30 minutes (Y10, 8.30am to 7pm). A taxi from
the airport will cost around Y60.

Bus

Buses 1and 2 (Y1) do city tour loops from the
train station, passing close to the main long-
distance bus station. Bus 1 travels up Zhonghua
Nanlu and heads westward along Beijing Lu.

Taxi
Taxi flagfall is Y10; late at night it increases to Y12.

Qingyan CEz
With its winding, stone-flagged streets
and restored city walls, Qingyan (admis-
sion Y30) makes a pleasant contrast to mod-
ern Guiyang. A former Ming-era military
outpost dating back to 1378, Qingyan was
once a traffic hub between the southwest
provinces, leaving the village with Taoist
temples and Buddhist monasteries rubbing
up against Christian churches and menac-
ing watchtowers.

Some of the places of worship are still ac-
tive; make sure to visit the tranquil Yingx-
iang Temple (U4£3F; Yingxiang Si), on a
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side street populated by fortune tellers, and
to compare the current, minimalist Catho-
lic church with the now disused but much
more impressive 19th-century original.
Qingyan is about 30km south of Guiyang
and makes an easy day trip. Take bus 207
from the Hébin Bus Depot to Huaxi (Y2, 45
minutes, every 20 minutes from 6.30am),
and get off at the last stop. Then take the
210 (Y2, 20 minutes), which will drop you
outside the north gate and the ticket office.

Zheénshan & Tianhétan

BRI R
West of Qingyan and around 25km south-
west of Guiyang, Zheénshan is a Bouyi
village dating from the Ming dynasty, over-
looking a picturesque reservoir. It’s a lovely
setting with fine architecture and sees far
fewer tourists than Qingyan. To get there,
take bus 211 (Y2, 50 minutes, every 20 min-
utes from 6.30am) from the Hébin Bus
Depot and get off at Shiban (£14%); from
there, it’s a short hop on a minibus or even a
motorcycle.

Just half a dozen or so kilometres be-
yond Zhénshan, bus 211 (Y70) continues to
Tianhétan, a worthy park if you haven’t yet
had enough of caves in Guizhou. The en-
trance fee includes boat rides to the caves.
There are also some nice canals leading
through Bouyi farming areas.

TRADITIONAL GARMENTS

EASTERN GUiZHOU

More than a baker’s dozen minority groups
live in the gorgeous misty hills and river
valleys east of Kiili; this area is truly a
rare window on atypical life in China. Sure,
some villages have been discovered big time
and you’ll hear incessant moaning about it
from some travellers (as if they weren’t tour-
ists, too), but there are still endless places
to lose yourself here. Booming country mar-
kets and festivals are held almost weekly.

China’s largest Miao village, X1jiang, and
the remote Dong village of Zhaoxing, in the
southeast, are particularly popular. If you
have time, consider visiting them as part of
the back-door route into Guangxi. Outside
Kaili there are no places to change money,
so bring plenty of renminbi with you.

Kaili JLHE
[Z)oss5 / POP 153,000

About 195km almost directly east of
Guiyang, Kaili is a compact, friendly town
and really nothing more than a base for vis-
iting minority villages or planning a back-
door trip into Guangxi.

© Sights & Activities

If you have time, visit Dagé Park (CKI&2A
Id; Dagé Gongyuan; Big Pagoda Park) or
Jinquanhi Park (&5,  Jiquahd
Gongyuan; Big Pagoda Park), which has a

The variety of clothing among the minorities of Guizhou provides travellers with a
daily visual feast. Clothes are as much a social and ethnic denominator as pure deco-
ration. They also indicate whether or not a woman is married, and are a pointer to a
woman's wealth and skills at weaving and embroidery.

Many women in remote areas still weave their own hemp and cotton cloth. Some
families, especially in Dong areas, still ferment their own indigo paste as well, and you
will also see this for sale in traditional markets. Many women will not attend festivals in
the rain for fear that the dyes in their fabrics will run. Methods of producing indigo are
greatly treasured and kept secret, but are increasingly threatened by the introduction

of artificial chemical dyes.

Embroidery is central to minority costume and is a tradition passed down from
mother to daughter. Designs include many important symbols and references to
myths and history. Birds, fish and a variety of dragon motifs are popular. The highest
quality work is often reserved for baby carriers, and many young girls work on these
as they approach marrying age. Older women will often spend hundreds of hours

embroidering their own funeral clothes.

Costumes move with the times. In larger towns, Miao women often substitute their
embroidered smocks with a good woolly jumper (sweater) and their headdresses look
suspiciously like mass-produced pink and yellow Chinese towels.



Dong-minority drum tower (dating from -
whoa! - two decades ago). Also check out
the Minorities Museum (5i/MERGEYITE;
Guizhou Minzi Béwuguan; Ningbo Lu; admission
free; ©9am-5pm) in the south of town, which,
though it seems old, was recently relocated
here and has some displays of minority
clothing and artefacts.

Wu Min, also known as Louisa, a local
Miao woman, runs treks to remote Miao
and Dong villages that come highly recom-
mended. She can also organise homestays,
as well as arrange for visitors to study the
Miao and Dong languages and learn local
dances. She speaks good English. Contact
her via email at wuminlouisa@gmail.com.

**Q Festivals & Events

Markets and festivals are one of Guizhou’s
major attractions, and the profusion of
them around Kaili makes this sleepy town
the best place to base yourself for explor-
ing them. For more festival details, see the
boxed text, p619.

2= Sleeping

Guétai Dajitidian HOTEL $$
(EZE K (21826 9818; fax 826 9818; 6 Beijing
Donglu; b5t 4465, s & d Y258-288, discounts
of up to 33%; #@) Smiling staff, a central
location and good discounts make this a
great midrange option. You can find plac-
es with more stars but they aren’t usually
worth the extra money.

Petroleum Hotel HOTEL $
(frMiEEi; Shiyéu Bingudn; (/823 4331, 44
Yingpan Donglu; &R H44%5; dm/s/d/tr
Y40/80/100/120, discounts of 20-30%) This is
a budget favourite despite the beaten-down
rooms and very basic facilities. Off-season
you might have the place to yourself; in
summer you may need to call ahead (par-
ticularly during festivals).

New Century Hotel HOTEL $$
CHT It 20 K37 )5, Xinshiji Dajitdian; 21826 0333;
1 Shaoshan Nanlu; 311175 415 s Y238-288, d
Y318, discounts of up to 33%; [#/@) Decent-
sized rooms and generous discounts are
available at this new-ish place slap in the
middle of town. Avoid the noisy rooms at
the front.
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,\¢’ Eating

Kaili has some fantastic snack stalls lin-
ing its streets. Savoury crepes, potato pat-
ties, barbecues, tofu grills, noodles, hotpot,
shuijiado (boiled dumplings) and wonton

soup overflow at extremely reasonable pric-
es. Make tracks for the night market (i
Ti1; yeshl) just off Beijing Donglu, very close
to the Guétai Dajiudian, which is always
packed with locals and stays open till the
wee hours.
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Also check out the little alcove located
east of the Ludujia Ri Hotel on Beijing Don-
glu, where a selection of cafes and restau-
rants serve up Chinese and Western-style
food with varying degrees of success.
Lixiang Mianshidian NOODLES $
(FRART €0)5; Wenhua Nanlu; dishes from Y5;
7.30am-7.30pm; (@) This modest eatery
serves simple dishes such as wonton soup
and noodles, and is handy for a morning
meal pre-village-hopping. It’s been busily
run in a friendly fashion forever.

Happy NOODLES $
(WCERTIINE; Huanlé Mianba; 46 Beijing Donglu;
dishes from Y8; 511am-11.30pm; #@)) Cheap
coffee (from Y10) and noodle and rice
dishes served in an atmosphere that more
or less corresponds with its name.

0 Information

Bank of China ("1[#4R17; Zhonggu¢ Yinhang;
Shaoshan Nanlu) This main branch has all ser-
vices and an ATM. A second branch on Beijing
Donglu will also change cash. Many other ATMs
around town accept foreign cards.

China International Travel Service (CITS; '
briitr4L; Zhongguoé Guéji Liixingshe;
(/1822 2506; 53 Yingpan Donglu; &9am-
5.30pm) Tucked just behind Yingpan Donglu,
this is the place to come for the most up-to-
date information on minority villages, festivals,
markets and organised tours. All the staff here
are helpful, and there are English, French and
Japanese speakers amongst them.

China Post (Ifi/); Zhonggud Yéuzhéng; cnr
Shaoshan Beilu & Beijing Donglu) You can make
international phone calls on the 2nd floor.

Internet cafe (1; wangba; cnr Wenhua Beilu
& Beijing Donglu; per hr Y2; &:24hr) On the 2nd
floor, with 400 computers and comfy chairs.
There's another internet cafe on Beijing Donglu,
almost opposite the Guétai Dajitdian.

Public Security Bureau (PSB; /% J);
Gong'anju; (/853 6113; Beijing Donglu; ¢58.30-
11.30am & 2.30-5.30pm Mon-Fri) Deals with all
passport and visa enquiries.

e Getting There & Away

Bus

Kailiis served by five bus stations. The long-
distance bus station (K& %2 1) on Wenhua
Beilu has departures to most destinations.

Congjiang Y87, eight hours, six daily (7am to
2.30pm)

Guiyang Y60, 2% hours, every 20 minutes
(7am to 8.30pm)

Jinping (5, for LonglY) Y75, five hours, 10
daily (6.20am to 2.50pm)

Léishan Y13.50, one hour, every 25 minutes
(7am to 7pm)

Liping Y95, seven hours, eight daily (7am to
3.30pm)

Rongjiang Y65, 4% hours, every 40 minutes
(6.40am to 4.40pm)

Xijiang Y24, 80 minutes, five daily (9am,
10.30am, 12.30pm, 2.30pm and 4.30pm)

If you can’t find what you are looking for, try

the local bus station (%12 %) on Yingpan Lu,
where several buses a day run to most surround-
ing villages, including Langdé (Y10), Chéng'an
(Y11, one hour), Méjiang (Y10) and Huangping
(Y13, 30 minutes).

For Shigido (Y16, 90 minutes, several from
7am to 7pm), head to the small local bus sta-
tion (FEA #7142 28 %7), south of the long-dis-
tance bus station on Wenhua Nanlu. Yet another
local station along the road to Taijiang on the
east side of town has departures to points east,
such as Nanhua.

Still another — whew! - is located north of
the first-mentioned local bus station along
Huancheng Beilu. This local bus station (% ik
WL SHE I A8 %) has departures for points
north such as Matang (but also, inexplicably,
south, such as Zhouxr).

Train

Kaili's train station is a couple of kilometres
north of town but departures are infrequent and
the train service slow, apart from the trains to
Guiyang, which leave round the clock (Y14 to
Y29, two to three hours).

For longer distances, it's worth stopping in
Guiyang to secure a reservation.

0 Getting Around

Bus fares cost Y1in Kaili and almost all of the
buses departing from the train station follow
the same route: up Qingjiang Lu, past the long-
distance bus station, along Beijing Donglu and
down Shaoshan Nanlu to the Minorities Museum.
For the train station, take bus 2.

Taxi flagfall is Y6.

Around Kaili

If youre village-hopping into Guangxi,
which is lovely wherever you go, plan on
spending about a week. Note that some of
these villages are starting to charge en-
trance fees, so don’t be surprised if you're
hit up for a ticket.



An extraordinary number of markets
are held in the villages surrounding Kaili.
Xianhua has a huge market every six to sev-
en days. Zhouxi, Léishan and Taijiang hold
markets every six days. Check with the CITS
in Kaili for the latest information.

XIJIANG VUi,
Ensconced snugly in the Léigong Hills,
Xijiang (admission Y60) is thought to be the
largest Miao village and is well known for
its embroidery and silver ornaments (the
Miao believe that silver can dispel evil spir-
its). It’s one of those treasures - paddies,
mists, wooden houses, water buffalo, the
works.

Unsurprisingly, it is now a firm fixture
on the tourist trail. There’s now a perfor-
mance square, English signposts, numer-
ous souvenir shops and even an ATM that
takes foreign cards. But old men still squat
on the streets smoking pipes, the women
do their washing in the river, and the pace
of life remains that of a traditional village.
The people are overwhelmingly friendly
too; solo travellers can expect to be roped
into any impromtu parties going on.

When the sun is shining, Xijiang is sim-
ply idyllic. Head away from the village on
the paths that weave their way through the
rice paddies, side-stepping the farmers and
water buffalo, and recharge your soul in the
surrounding hills. There’s a three-day trek
from here to Paiyang (%), a Miao vil-
lage north of Xijiang. This trail winds its
way through some remote minority villages
and lush scenery. You will probably find
accommodation with locals en route, but
you shouldn’t expect it so come prepared to
sleep under the stars.

Many families offer rooms with dinner
for Y50; they’ll find you, or simply ask. Oth-
erwise, try the Ukea Inn (%% 4%; Youjia
Kézhan; (21137 6551 9880; d Y80) on the main
street, which has sparkly clean rooms with
sit-down toilets.

From Kaili there are five buses a day to
Xijjiang (Y24, 80 minutes). Returning to
Kaili, buses leave at 8am, 9.30am, 1lam,
1.30pm and 3.30pm. Alternatively, if you're
heading south and east towards Guangxi,
there are 12 buses a day to Léishan (Y10, 1v4
hours, 6.30am to 5.40pm), from where you
can head south towards Réngjiang (#47L).

LANGDE gy
Superb extant Miao architecture and cob-
bled pathways naturally draw loads of tour

CELEBRATING WITH LOCALS,
GUIZHOU-STYLE

Minority celebrations are lively events
that can last for days at a time, and
ofteninclude singing, dancing, horse
racing and buffalo fighting.

One of the biggest is the Lushéng
Festival, held in either spring or au-
tumn, depending on the village. The
lushéng is areed instrument used
by the Miao people. Other important
festivals include the Dragon Boat
Festival, Hill-leaping Festival and
Sharing the Sister’s Meal Festival
(equivalent to Valentine's Day in the
West). The Miao New Year is cel-
ebrated on the first four days of the
10th lunar month in Kaili, Guading,
Zhouxiand other Miao areas. The Fer-
tility Festival is celebrated only every
13 years (the next one's due in 2016).

All minority festivals follow the
lunar calendar and so dates vary from
year to year. They will also vary from
village to village and shaman to sha-
man. CITS in Kaili can provide you
with a list of local festivals.

buses for elaborate singing, dancing and
reed flute performances in this village. But
the commercialisation can’t overcome the
wondrousness of the locals. There’s a terrific
15km trail along the Bala River that will
take you through several Miao villages.

About 20km outside Kaili, buses pass by
Langdé (Y10) on the way to Léishan. The
village is 2km from the main road. Getting
away, get out on the street and flag down a
bus back to Kaili.

LEISHAN il
Thisvillage is usually used as a transit point,
but you can also head to Léigong Shan
(FF 231l Leigong Mountain; admission Y30), at
2178m, which offers some interesting hik-
ing. A newer road from here also leads to
Leli ()RkHL), towards Rongjiang. From Kaili,
there are numerous buses to Léishan.

SHiQIAO Fitf
Shigido means ‘stone bridge’ and you’ll
know why when you spy the lovely ones in
this beautiful Miao town southwest of Kaili.
The town was famed for its handmade
paper, which, though not so apparent today,
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can still be seen. Even if you’re not into pa-
per, it’s a great place to visit.

Shigido buses (Y16, two hours) depart
from a local bus station on Wenhua Nanlu
in Kaili, south of the long-distance bus
station.

MATANG JERIE
This village around 30km from Kaili is
home to the Gejia. Officially classified as
a subgroup of the Miao minority, the Ge-
jia have different customs, dress and lan-
guage, and are renowned batik artisans;
their traditional dress often features batik
and embroidery. Matang has been dolled
up for tourism - the inevitable performance
square has materialised - and the women
hawkers here are rather more persistent
than in other villages.

The village is 2km from the main road
and buses regularly run past the drop-off
point in the direction of Chéng’an (Y6) and
Kaili (Y8). Just stand on the side of the road
and flag down anything that comes your
way.

LONGLI e L
Stranded in splendid isolation amidst fields
and rice paddies near the border with
Hunén, Longli (admission Y15) is a real odd-
ity. For a start, it isn’t a minority village.
Instead, this former garrison town is pop-
ulated by the descendants of Han soldiers
sent to protect the empire from the pesky
Miao. One of the province’s ‘eco-museums’
(read, real-live village), it’s fascinating for
its extant architecture. Wander the narrow
cobblestone streets and gander at the most-
ly wooden houses, some lovely courtyards,
pavilions, temples and the town walls. The
surrounding area looks prime for bike ex-
ploration, too.

Just outside the old town, Longli
Giichéng Jitidian (F& 1A kil)5; (2108555
7180018; r with/without bathroom Y60/40) is the
only current accommodation choice and of-
fers basic rooms with Chinese-style toilets.

Coming from Kaili is a bit tricky since
there’s no direct bus. First you have to take
a bus to Jinping (8#5%; Y75, five hours, 10
buses daily, 6.20am to 2.50pm), then switch
to another bus (Y13, 90 minutes, half-hour-
ly or so from 7am to around 2pm).

BASHA (=R
Wander up the hill from Congjiang (MIT)
and you'd swear Basha is a movie set de-
picting the Tang or Song eras - its men still

wear period clothes, have daggers on their
belts and shave their heads, leaving only
a stylish topknot. When not farming, they
can be found hunting with antique rifles.
Meanwhile, the women parade in full Miao
rig with their hair twisted into a curl on the
top of their heads.

Quite why Basha is stuck in a timewarp
is a mystery, as it’s only 7.5km from very
modern Congjiang. Not even the locals can
explain why they’ve retained their ancient
customs so well. Nor is Basha undiscovered.
A collection of six hamlets that sprawls
across a beautiful valley, Chinese-English
signs point the way to the various places
of interest. It’s best seen during a festival,
even if that means more visitors, because
most of the year the men are out in the
fields during the day. But at any time, the
surrounding countryside is superb.

Some rudimentary inns in the village
offer beds for Y20. You might also be able
to arrange a hunting trip with the men.
Otherwise, you can stay in Congjiang. The
Xingytie Binguan (£ HZE0E; (20855-641
8598; Jiangdong Lu; VL4, d Y128; #/@) has
clean, spacious rooms and is just to the left
of the bus station.

There’s no bus to Basha and it’s a very
steep walk up to the village. Taxis in
Congjiang will try and sting you for Y40 for
a one-way journey, but you should pay Y50
for a round-trip. It’s best to get the driver
to wait for you, as not much transportation
hangs around the village.

ZHAOXING N
Perhaps the quintessential Dong village,
packed with traditional wooden structures,
several wind and rain bridges and five re-
markable drum towers, Zhaoxing is no lon-
ger the little-known paradise it once was.
Tts sheer uniqueness makes for a powerful
draw, and the locals are certainly not com-
plaining about the increase in visitors.

But the essential, amazing nature of
Zhaoxing hasn’t changed. Yes, the res-
taurants on the main street have English
menus, which is just as well as they eat rat
CERA; ldoshai rou) in these parts, and
there are now any number of quasi-inns
and guesthouses offering rooms from Y50.
But Zhaoxing remains a working farming
village, where most people still speak only
their native Dong language and are ex-
tremely welcoming. The tour groups might
swoop in on hit-and-run missions, but



Zhaoxing remains a very easy place to while
away a few days.

Nearby too, are Dong villages that are
still tourist-free. Hike west out of Zhaoxing
from the bus station for an hour, up a steep
hill and past some splendid rice terraces,
and youre in equally friendly Jiting (G
3, which has its own drum tower. Head
the other way out of Zhaoxing through
the fields and two hours later you reach
Tang’an (%), a village so essentially Dong
it’s been named a living museum.

The Wangjiang Lou Hostel (32T H:%4%;
Wangjiangléu Kézhan; (/613 0269; d/tr Y50/60;
[# @) isn’t a hostel, but is a family-run place
by the river with nice wooden rooms with
hot showers and sit-down toilets. The most
modern digs in the village can be found
at the Zhaoxing Binguan (34501 (1613
0899; s & d Y168-228; [#), where rooms are
spotless, with tiny gleaming bathrooms. It’s
a tour group haunt, so it’s often booked out.

At the time of writing, the village was
in the throes of major construction work,
while the building of a nearby, long-delayed,
new highway (which will cut journey times
from K4dili in half) was in full swing. When
it is all finished, sometime in 2011, expect
there to be an admission fee to Zhaoxing.

Until the new expressway opens, getting
here from Kaili is a slog. First, you have
to travel to Coéngjiang (Y87, eight hours,
six buses daily from 7am to 2.30pm) and
then change for a bus to Zhaoxing (Y18, 2v4
hours, 7.30am and 1pm). From Liping (3¢
there are five buses a day (Y18, 3% hours,
8.20am to 2.50pm).

Heading out of Zhaoxing, there are two
morning buses (Y18, 7.30am and midday) to
Coéngjiang and two buses a day to Sanjiang
(—¥I) in Guangxi (Y35, four hours, 8.30am
and 11.30am). From there you can catch an
onward bus to Guilin. There are at least five
buses daily to Liping.

WESTERN GUiZHOU

Birds, caves and waterfalls are the main
attractions of this region. Outside Anshiin,
the thundering Huangguoshu Falls is
Guizhou’s premier tourist attraction, while
Zhijin Cave is one of the largest in the
world. Way out west, the town of Weining
has one of China’s top birdwatching loca-
tions in Caohai Lake, and also offers a back-
door route into Yannén.

Anshun 22
[Z10853 / POP 449,000

Once a centre for tea and opium trading,
Anshiin remains the commercial hub of
western Guizhou and is now most famous
as a producer of batik, kitchen knives and
the lethal Anjiti brand of alcohol.

An undistinguished, grubby city, most
travellers come here for the easy access to
Huangguoshu Falls or to head to Zhijin
Cave.

© Sights

Fiiwén Miao CONFUCIAN TEMPLE
(FF 3CJ; admission Y10; £58.30am-6pm)
Check out this dilapidated but charming
Confucian temple with some stunningly
intricate carvings, in the north of town.

Dénglin Temple BUDDHIST TEMPLE

(4<Hk=F; Donglin Si; ©7.30am-6pm) The
resident Buddhist monks welcome visitors
warmly to this temple, built in AD 1405
(during the Ming dynasty) and restored
in 1668.

Léngwéng Miao BUDDHIST TEMPLE

(& F Jili; ©7.30am-5.30pm) Another
working Buddhist temple. It’s just off
Zhonghua Beilu.

|2= Sleeping

San Xing Dajitidian HOTEL $$
(SR K0E; (21329 4100; 18 Huangguoshu Da-
jie; TERM 185 s & d Y348-388, discounts
of 60%; [#)) Fraying at the edges, but with
big, clean rooms set around an atrium as
a reminder of its glory days, the San Xing
is very handy for the bus and train stations.
It’s a decent deal in a city with few budget
options.

Xixiushan Binguan HOTEL $$
(PF51Lstt; (21333 7888; fax 333 7668; 63
Zhonghua Nanlu; "R #6345 s/d Y288/588,
discounts of 50%; #/[@) A tour group favou-
rite, this cavernous place has two large
wings so they can normally find a spare
room. The wood-panelled best ones are
very comfortable, with nice bathrooms.

Fénghuangshan Dajitidian HOTEL $$
(RUELLLKIP)E; Golden Phoenix Mountain Hotel;
(322 5724; 58 Tashan Donglu; 5111458
d Y228-528, discounts of up to 40%; # @) The
bathrooms can be iffy here, and the rooms
are overstocked with furniture, but the staff
are pleasant enough. Look for a building that
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,\é/ Eating
\\\\\ o

Local speciality gidoliangfén (Feinky) is a
spicy dish made from buckwheat noodles
and preserved bean curd. A good on-the-run
snack is chongchong gao (ML), a cake
made from steamed sticky rice with sesame
and walnut seeds and sliced wax gourd.

By far the best place to eat is the night
market (T 17; yeésh) on Gufu Jie. It’s the
most happening spot in Anshiin, with the
locals crowding out the many food tents and
stalls that set up here. There’s fantastic bar-
becued fish, as well as Uighur kebabs and
endless noodle dishes.

ﬂ Information
Bank of China ("' [#4R17; Zhonggu¢ Yinhang;
cnr Tashan Xilu & Zhonghua Nanlu) Offers all

Anshun
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services and has an ATM. There are many other
ATMs around town.

China Post (Ililj=; Zhongguo Youzhéng; cnr
Zhonghua Nanlu & Tashan Donglu) Look for it
tucked next to the China Telecom building.
China Travel Service (CTS; " [/ T4L;
Zhongguo Liixingshe; (21322 4537; Tashan
Donglu; &9am-6pm Mon-Fri) Look for a blue
sign with white Chinese characters.

Internet cafe (#It!; wangba; Huangguoshu
Dajie; per hr Y2.50; &:24hr) Opposite the San
Xing Dajitidian. There's another one on Nanshui
Lu off Zhonghua Nanlu.

6 Getting There & Around

The north bus station (%/lii% %=1k ) has
buses to Zhijin town (for Zhijin Cave); go to the
west bus station (%Jz 7G4h) for Longgong
Caves.

The long-distance bus station (& %12 )
on the corner of Huangguoshu Dajie and Zhong-
hua Nanlu has a handful of useful destinations:

Guiyang Y35 to Y36, two hours, every 20
minutes (6am to 9pm)

Huangguoshii Y13, one hour, every 20 minutes
(7.30am to 7pm)

Kiinming Y120, 15 to 17 hours, three daily
(9am, 10.40am and 4pm)

Another long-distance bus station ({1715 %<
P (1R PRy 423) in front of the train station has
buses for provinces in the southeast of China.

Itis still very hard to get sleeper reservations
for trains from here; pick them up in Guiyang in-
stead. To Shuichéng (also known as Litipanshuf,
for Weining) there is a daily train at 10.43am
(Y12, four hours).

Minibus 1 zips around town from the train
station and up Tashan Donglu. Bus 2 travels
between the train station and the north bus sta-
tion. Buses cost Y1. Taxi flagfall is Y6.



Around Anshun

LONGGONG CAVES Je e
The vast Longgong (Lénggong Dong; Dragon
Palace; admission Y120; ¢58.30am-5.30pm) cave
network snakes through 20 hills. While
some travellers enjoy drifting through
the caves on rowboats with their subdued
guides, others find the whole experience -
coloured lights, cheesy music, tour groups -
kitschy.

Longgong is 23km south of Anshiin and
an easy day trip. Local buses (Y8, 40 min-
utes) depart every hour from Anshiin’s west
bus station from 8am. Returning, buses
leave hourly until about 5pm.

ZHIJIN CAVE el
As the largest cave in China, and one of the
biggest in the entire world at 10km long and
up to 150m high, Zhijin Cave (Zhijin Dong;
admission Y135; €58.30am-5.30pm) gets tourist
accolades. Lord of the Rings has been used
to describe the abstract landscape of spec-
tacular shapes and spirals, often cathedral-
like, reaching from the floor to the ceiling.

Tickets to the cave, which is 15km out-
side Zhijin and 125km north of Anshiin,
include a compulsory 2Vs-hour Chinese-
only tour (minimum 10 people). The tour
covers some 6km of the cave, up steep, slip-
pery steps at times, and there are English
captions at the main points along the way.
Solo travellers visiting outside of peak sum-
mer months or Chinese holidays should be
prepared for what can be a tedious wait for
enough people to roll up to form a group.

Along day trip from Anshiin is just possi-
ble, but you need to be on the 7.25am bus to
Zhijin (Y30, 3% hours), which leaves from
Anshuin’s north bus station. Once there, hop
a taxi (Y4) to the local bus station on Yup-
ing Jie and catch one of the minibuses that
leave regularly for the cave entrance (Y7, 50
minutes). Returning from the caves, buses
leave regularly. The last bus back to Anshiin
heads out of Zhijin at 5.30pm.

HUANGGUOSHUFALLS  H{JUf KA
Disgorging from endless buses, a friendly
invasion of frenetic tourists from all over
China come to see the 77.8m-tall, 81m-wide
Huangguoshi Falls (Huanggudshu Dapuby;
Yellow Fruit Tree Falls; admission Mar-Oct Y180,
Nov-Feb Y160; 8.30am-5.30pm), making this
Guizhou’s number-one tourist attraction.
From May to October especially, these falls
really rock the local landscape with their

cacophony, while mist-prism rainbows
dance about Rhinoceros Pool below.

The cascades are actually part of a
450-sq-km cave and karst complex discov-
ered when engineers explored the area in
the 1980s to gauge the region’s hydroelec-
tric potential. There are paths around the
falls through very pleasant scenery that
take a few hours to cover.

Here’s the beef: in the last four years the
admission price has doubled. Not only that,
but there’s a compulsory Y50 fee for a bus
ride from the ticket office to the actual park
entrance. Compared to the far cheaper,
less-visited and almost as spectacular Shi-
zhangdong Waterfall in northern Guizhou,
it smacks of serious price-gouging.

You can do Huangguoshu Falls in a day
trip from Guiyang at a push, while it’s an
easy one from Anshiin. There are accommo-
dation options everywhere in Huanggudshu
village, but hotels are horribly over-
priced. Expect little from Huangguoshu
Gongshang Zhaodaisud (AU LRI
JiT; (21359 2583; d/tr Y288/328), but with a dis-
count it’ll be your ‘best’ bet.

From Anshin, buses run every 20 min-
utes from the long-distance bus station at
the corner of Zhonghua Nanlu and Huang-
guoshu Dajie. There are eight buses a day
from Guiyang to Huingguoshu (Y50, 2v2
hours, every 40 minutes from 8am) from the
long-distance bus station on Jinyang Nanlu.
The last bus heads back to Guiyang at 4pm.

Weéining 18T
[Zl0857 / POP 57,000

A dusty, scrappy place with a manic energy
epitomised by the orange motorised rick-
shaws that career around town, Weéining is
one of the top spots in the world for that
most sedate of hobbies, birdwatching. The
jewel-like Caohdi Lake sits close to down-
town and draws twitchers to observe win-
tering migratory birds, especially the rare
black-necked crane. Weining is also home
to a large population of Hui (Muslim), Miao
and Yi; a big market held every three or four
days sees the town thronged with people
from the surrounding minority villages.

© Sights & Activities

Caohai Lake LAKE
(BLHEHE Caohai Hu; Grass Sea Lake) Ciohii
Lake has a fragile history, having been
drained during both the Great Leap For-
ward and the Cultural Revolution in hopes
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of producing farmland. It didn’t work and
the lake was refilled in 1980. Government
tinkering with water levels in ensuing
years impacted the local environment and
villagers’ livelihoods; officials have since
enlisted locals to help with the lake’s pro-
tection in an effort to remedy both prob-
lems. The 20-sq-km freshwater wetland has
been a national nature reserve since 1992,
but many environmental problems remain.

Black-necked cranes are the main attrac-
tion, but among the other 180 or so protect-
ed bird species are black and white storks,
golden and imperial eagles, white-tailed sea
eagles, Eurasian cranes and white spoon-
bills. The prime time to see them is from
November to March.

There are lovely trails around much of
the lake, but the best way to get close-up
to the birds is to cruise around the lake on
a punt. Buy tickets at the ticket office (per
boat1/2/3hr Y120/240/360; &8.30am-5.30pm)
at the end of the path leading to the lake,
rather than from the touts lurking nearby.

To get to the lake it’s a 45-minute walk
southwest of downtown Weining or a five-
minute taxi ride (Y5).

|2= Sleeping & Eating

Heéijinghé Binguan HOTEL $$
(AT TR (2623 6888; Jianshe Donglu; s &
d Y188-308, discounts of 30%; /(@) Cramped
rooms and cold in the winter, this is the
self-proclaimed top choice in town. Don’t
expect too much. To get here, turn right out
of the bus station; it’s a block ahead on the
left, set back from the road.

Caohai Jiari Jiudian HOTEL $$
(FOHFE )5, 21623 1881; Caohai Lu; HfF;
s, d & tr per person Y358-388, discounts of 50-
60%; [#]) Right by the lake, rooms here are
big and comfortably furnished, and service
has improved markedly. It’s still not worth
the price, but discounts make things more
tolerable.

They eat a lot of noodles in Welning; you
will too. There are hole-in-the-wall places
all over town.

ﬂ Information

There’s no place to change money in Weining.
An ATM on Jianshe Donglu, near the Héjinghe
Binguan, should take foreign cards, but don't
count onit. Opposite the bus station, above the
China Mobile shop, there’s a rough and ready
internet cafe (per hr Y2; :24hr).

0 Getting There & Away

Weining is a seven-hour bus ride from Guiyang
(Y90, 9am and noon). You can also get here from
Anshun. First take a bus to Shuichéng (7K1
Y55, 3% hours, every 50 minutes from 8.30am
to 5.30pm), then transfer to a Weining-bound
bus (Y30, two hours, hourly from 7.50am).

Leaving Weining, you can backtrack to Guiyang
(Y90, 9am, midday, 6pm) or take a bus south to
Xuanwei in Yannan (Y50, five hours, seven daily
from 7.30am to 3.30pm). From Weining, there
is also a daily sleeper bus to Kinming (Y108, 11
hours, 5pm).

Alternatively, take a bus to Zhaotong (Y30,
three hours, 8am, 1pm, 3.30pm), from where you
can hop over to Xichang in southern Sichuan and
connect with the Kinming-Chéngd train line.

NORTHERN GUIZHOU

This is where things get a bit wild. Few for-
eigners venture north of Guiyang; those
that do will find that already incomprehen-
sible accents get broader, roads more rugged
and that a stray ldowai (foreigner) can stop
the traffic. Way up on the Sichuan border,
Chishui and its surrounding valleys, water-
falls and national parks are virgin territory
for travellers, and utterly gorgeous. Further
south, historic Ziinyi was the setting for a key
moment in the rise of Mao Zedong and will
delight CCP buffs. Combining both offers a
little-travelled route into southern Sichuan.

Ziinyi LY
[Z10852 / POP 555,000

Get your delightfully earnest CCP history
here, the location of the Ziinyi Conference,
a meeting that shaped the nation’s future in
no small terms. Other than that, Zanyi pre-
fecture is the home of Maotai, the fiery clear
liquor that’s the closest thing to China’s na-
tional drink, so this is the best spot to pick
some up.

© Sights
Communist History Sites HISTORIC SITES
Zunyi’s CCP sights have had some serious
facelifts - as has the neighbourhood sur-
rounding them, with much being knocked
down to ‘recreate’ what it looked like in the
1930s (they must have had lots of clothes
shops back then).

There are a dozen or so spots to see, but
only a few are truly worthwhile. Admission
is free to all of them, but you’ll need to show



your passport to get a ticket from the office
by the Zunyi Conference Site.

The Ziinyi Conference Site (%X}
2xhk; Zanyi Hulyi Huizhi; (21825 6866; Ziyin Lu;
:8.30am-5.30pm Mar-Oct, 8.30am-5pm Nov-
Feb) is hands down the most-visited attrac-
tion and by far the most comprehensive. Set
in a colonial-style house, there are rooms
filled with CCP memorabilia, lots of photo
exhibits (check out the floppy hair Mao was
modelling back in the early 1930s), details
about the Long March and the Conference,
as well as the meeting rooms and living
quarters of the bigwigs. Sadly, the only Eng-
lish captions are ‘Don’t Touch’ and ‘Please
Keep Off the Grass’.

The Red Army General Political De-
partment (ZLZSBOA T Hongjan Zong-
zhengzhibu Jiuzhi), in a lane off Ziyin Lu, is
close by in a courtyard residence, which
shares the grounds with an attractive, dis-
used Catholic church (KI:#3) left be-
hind by French missionaries.

Opposite is the Residence of Bo Gu (f#
WIH)E; Bogu Jiuju), the general leader of
the CCP Central Committee at the time of
the Zunyi Conference. Nearby, the State
Bank of the Red Army (4L Z4R47; Hongjin
Yinhang), which was closed for repairs at
the time of writing, has some terrific money
displays and decent English captions.

Temples BUDDHIST TEMPLES
Zunyl has two active Buddhist temples.
Built in the 1920s, the very well maintained
Xiangshan Temple (#1LI5F; Xiangshan Si)
is situated on a small hill in a lively part of
town. Baiyin Temple (F2:3F; Baiytn Si) is
more rundown but still quite charming.
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|2= Sleeping

Beautiful Harbor Hotel HOTEL $$
CrUIENTTSIIME; Jingténg Liwan Jitidian; (1864
9898; fax 865 4188; Beijing Lu; b5t s & d
Y468-618, discounts of 50-60%; #/@) A fine
place to drop anchor, there are more expen-
sive hotels in Zunyi but none better. Mod-
ern, sensibly designed rooms, helpful staff,
generous discounts, and it’s only a few min-
utes’ walk from the train and bus stations.

Jinlong Jitdian HOTEL $$
(&), (2823 1671; 45 Zhonghua Nanlu;
TEHIHA45; s Y188, d Y208-328, discounts of
60%; ) Located on busy Zhonghua Nanlu,

Zunyi
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Zanyi Conference Site
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THE ZUNYi CONFERENCE

On 16 October 1934, hemmed in the
Jiangxi soviet by Kuomintang forces,
the communists set out on a Hercu-
lean, one-year, 9500km Long March
from one end of China to the other.
By mid-December they had reached
Guizhou and marched on Zanyi. Taking
the town by surprise, the communists
were able to take a breather.

From 15 to 18 January 1935, in
the now-famous Zanyi Conference,
top leaders reviewed their Soviet-
influenced strategies that had cost
them their Jiangxi base and many
troops. Mao, until this time largely
overshadowed by his contemporaries,
was highly critical of the communists’
strategy thus far, and the resolutions
of the conference largely reflected his
views. He was elected a full member of
the ruling Standing Committee of the
Politburo and Chief Assistant to Zhou
Enlaiin military planning, a pivotal fac-
torin his rise to power.

and more or less equidistant between the
sights and the train and bus stations, the
Jinlong has rooms ranging from the poky
and modest to the spacious and attractive.
Discounts make the best ones a steal.

Xiangshan Binguan HOTEL $$
(Fr LI TN, (1823 4444; Daxing Lu; K24 s &
d Y198-278; [#/@) Right on the river, a good
place to escape the hustle of downtown
Zunyl. The rooms are a little dull, but clean
and decent-sized. The staff are keen to help.

,\@ Eating

Street food is your best bet and there are
some great hotpot, noodle and grill stalls
to be found come dinnertime. Some of the
best places are the lively Xiangshan Lu or
the alleys running southeast off Zhonghua
Nanlu. Closer to the conference site, little
Laosha Xiang and its environs has every-
thing from barbecued mutton to Sichuan
and Guangdong food in cubbyhole eateries.

Douhua mian (HALIH; ‘bean flower
noodles’) is the local snack. Soft tofu and
noodles in a clear broth are served next to
a dipping bowl with oil, soy sauce, vinegar,
mint and preserved meat. You lift out some
noodles, then dip and slurp.

Q Drinking

Zunyl nightlife is generally shut up inside
the giant KTV bars lining Zhonghua Beilu.
There are a few bars on Aomen Lu, north
of Zhonghua Beilu, close to the intersection
with Shanghai Lu, as well as some pricey
coffee places (WIMETE; Kaféi Guin) on Zhon-
ghua Nanlu.

ﬂ Information

Bank of China (""[¥417; Zhonggué Yinhang;
Minzhu Lu) Zanyi's main branch with a 24-hour
ATM and currency and traveller cheque ex-
change. There are many other branches around
town, including one on Dalian Lu around the
corner from the Beautiful Harbour Hotel.
Beidouxing internet cafe (1t =]-}2 ML,
Béidouxing wangba; Zhongshan Lu; per hr Y3;
&24hr) Just opposite Neihuan Lu on the 2nd
floor (look for the Pepsi sign). There’s another
decent one on the corner of Beijing Lu and
Wenhua Lu, close to the bus and train station.
China Post (/filJs}; Zhongguo Yéuzheéng; Zhon-
ghua Nanlu; &8am-8pm) You can make long-
distance calls here, too.

Public Security Bureau (PSB; A% Ji;
Gong'anju; Jinian Sq; ©8.30-11.30am & 2.30-
5.30pm) Offers visa extensions.

6 Getting There & Around
Bus

Zanyi has two bus stations. The main one is on
Beijing Lu and is where Guiyang buses arrive and
depart. There are also buses here to Anshun and
Chonggqing.

Buses for Chishui leave from the newer
Maocaopii Qichézhan (5 %54y % 3k) on Shen-
zhen Lu (there’s a statue of Mao to wave you off).
A taxi there from the main bus station is Y6.

Anshuin Y92, 5% hours, four daily (9am, 11am,
1.30pm and 3.30pm)

Chishui Y105, seven hours, six daily (7.20am,
8.30am, 9.20am, 10.30am, 1.20pm and
3.30pm)

Chongqing Y118, three hours, every 50 min-
utes (7am to 7pm)

Guiyang Y65, 2% hours, every 20 minutes
(7am to 7pm)

Useful local buses are 9 and 14, which run from
the train station towards Minzhu Lu and the
Bank of China. Taxi flagfall is Y5.

Train

There are numerous trains to Guiyang (Y14 to
Y24, three to five hours), but you're better off
catching the bus. Other destinations:



Chéngdii hard sleeper Y157, nine to 14 hours,
two daily (2.41am and 8.57pm)

Chéngqing hard sleeper Y98, six to 10 hours,
10 daily

_____________________________________________|
Chishui IRIK
[ZJ0852 / POP 50,000

Sitting right on the border with Sichuan,
Chishui was once a node for the transport
of salt. Now, it’s the gateway to some of the
least-seen natural delights in the southwest.
Just outside town are deep gorges and val-
leys flanked by towering cliffs hewn out of
red sandstone, a profusion of waterfalls, as
well as bamboo and fern forests that date
back to the Jurassic Era.

While the locals are extremely friendly,
there’s nothing of intrinsic interest in
Chishui itself, but it’s the logical base for
exploring the surrounding sights. The town
sits on the east bank of the Chishui River
(Chishui Hé). Cross the town’s main bridge
(Chishui Daqgido) to the other side and
you're in Jitizh1 (JL3¢) in Sichuan.

Note that it’s not possible to change
money in either Chishui or Jitizhi, so bring
cash with you. There is a 24-hour ATM on
the corner of Renmin Xilu, close to the bus
station, that takes foreign cards, but don’t
rely on it.

|2= Sleeping
You can find basic rooms for Y50 in places
opposite the bus station on Renmin Xilu.

Chishui Kaiyue Binguan HOTEL $$
GR/KHIL T, (2)288 9888; West Inner Huanlu;
PHNIA G s & d Y188-296, discounts of 60%:;
[#/(@) A newish place with the best budget
rooms in town. The rooms are big and clean
and come with ADSL connections. Not all
have sit-down toilets, so check them first.

Chishui Yuan Binguan HOTEL $$
(FR/KIHTELR; (2288 7798; 18 Renmin Beilu; A
1bi#18'5; s & d Y300-588; discounts of 30-50%;
[#/(@) This hotel is the town stalwart and
remains a favourite with tour groups. The
rooms are large and perfectly fine, if a little
old-fashioned. The bathrooms are consid-
erably plainer. Expect discounts, if it’s not
booked out.

Zhongyué Dajiudian HOTEL $$
(PP CI)E; (21282 3888; 22 Nanzheng Jie;
FI1EA722%; s & d Y478-548, discounts of

30%; [#/[@) The posh option. Comfortable
rooms, proper showers and helpful staff,

although they seem a little alarmed by
foreigners, and discounts even in summer.

X Eating
For food, head to the main drag of Renmin

Xilu, where hole-in-the-wall eateries serve
up noodle and rice dishes, different variet-
ies of dumplings and the ever-present pig’s
feet, as well as various other animal organs.
There are also streetfood stalls and super-
markets close to the bus station here. On
Renmin Beilu, there are a few hotpot places.

0 Getting There & Away

Chishuf has two bus stations. The Qiché Kéytin-

zhan (Y7 %52 3) on Renmin Xilu handles most
local destinations:

Chéngdii Y112, five hours, three daily (7.50am,

9.40am and 2.45pm)

Chéngqing (Y102, 4% hours, seven daily (6am
to 5pm)

Shizhangdong Y10, six daily (6.50am to
4.20pm)

Sidonggou Y5.50, every 20 minutes (from
6.30am)

Zainyi Y105, eight hours, six daily (6.10am to
3.40pm)

For Guiyang (Y160, eight hours, 6.55am and
8.50am) and Jinshagou (Y11.50, 1% hours,
9.30am and 3.55pm), you need the Liiyéu
Chézhan (JikJi7 %=3) on Nan Jiao Lu by the river,
a Y4 cab ride from Renmin Xilu. There are also
two buses a day to Zanyi (Y105, eight hours,
6.35am and 10.10am) from here.

Taxi flagfallis Y3.

Around Chishui

It’s hard to imagine a more dramatic land-
scape. The locals claim that there are 4000
waterfalls in the area, and some are spec-
tacular, but everywhere you look they’re
gushing into the rivers that run red because
of the colour of the earth (Chishui means
‘red water’) and which cut through valleys
and gorges covered in lush foliage. If that
wasn’t enough, there are huge forests of
bamboo and alsophila plants, giant ferns
that date back 200 million years and which
were once the food of dinosaurs.

Given the spread-out nature of the sights,
it’s worth considering hiring a taxi or mini-
bus to tour them all. Expect to pay Y200 to
Y400 per day, depending on your bargaining
skills.
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SHIZHANGDONG WATERFALL

A Af
Only a metre or so shorter than the much
better-known, and visited, Hudngguoshu
Falls, the 76m-high Shizhangdong Water-
fall (Shizhangdong Puibu; admission Y40; &:8am-
4pm) explodes in a sea of spray as it crashes
down. You can be 100m away and still get
drenched if the wind is right.

About 40km from Chishui, six buses a
day (Y10, one hour) run here from the bus
station on Renmin Xilu starting at 6.50am.
The bus will drop you in Shizhangdong
village, from where it’s a short walk to
the ticket office. From there, it’s a 30- to
40-minute walk up a road to the turn-off
to the waterfall, or you can ride there on a
buggy (Y20 return). There is another, more
pleasant walk on the other side of the riv-
er to the falls. Doing the complete circuit
takes three to four hours.

SIDONGGOU DU
This valley (admission Y30; &:8am-7pm) close
to Chishui is forested with ancient ferns, as
well as being dotted with waterfalls. Paths
follow both sides of a river, with minifalls
gushing down over them, and take you past
four ‘proper’ waterfalls. The biggest and
most impressive is the last one, the 60m-
high White Loong Pond Waterfall. The
cool thing here is that you can get really
close to the falls, including being able to
walk behind one. It takes about three hours
to do the circuit, although there are plenty
of trails leading off the main paths that will
provide fun and games for intrepid hikers.
Sidonggou is the most touristy of
Chishui’s sights, but still not overly crowd-
ed, even in summer. Minibuses run here

© Lonely Planet Publications Pty Ltd.

from the bus station on Chishui’s Renmin
Xilu (Y5.50, 30 minutes) and return when
they have at least seven people on board.

JINSHAGOU NATURE RESERVE

RIS/ SVS AR
By far the least-visited of the sights in
the area, this reserve (Jinshagou Ziran
Baohtiqu) was established to protect the al-
sophila ferns that grow in abundance here.
It’s also the site of a bamboo forest, known
as the Bamboo Sea (7iff; zhahai; admis-
sion Y25; &8am-5pm), where you can trek
through the trees in almost total isolation.
The paths get very slippery when wet and
there are lots of mosquitoes, so come armed
with repellent.

To get here, catch the buses heading to
Jinshagou village from Chishui’s Luyod
Chézhan (Y11.50, one hour). From there,
you’ll have to negotiate with the locals for
a motorbike or minibus ride to the park
entrance, which is another 20 minutes
away. Expect to pay between Y30 and Y40
each way. Make sure to arrange a pick-up
for your return; very little transport hangs
around the park.

RED ROCK GORGE FAREL LA
Dotted with small waterfalls that make
for a vivid contrast with the red sandstone
cliffs of the gorge (Hongshi Yégl; admission
Y30; &8am-5pm), this is one of the more
popular sights with local tourists. There
are some good photo opportunities here,
particularly if the sun is shining, when the
red earth really stands out.

Minibuses run here from the bus station
on Chishui’s Renmin Xilu (Y6, 40 minutes,
five daily from 8am to 4.30pm).
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