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Why Go?

Shaanxi (Bk74) is where it all started for China. As the
heartland of the Qin dynasty, whose warrior emperor set
out to unite much of China for the first time, Shaanxi was
the cradle of Chinese civilisation. Later on, XTan was the
beginning and end of the Silk Road and a buzzing, cos-
mopolitan capital long before anyone had heard of B&ijing.

It’s Shaanxi’s treasure trove of archaeological sites that
make it such an essential destination. Nor is it all ancient
history; the caves around Yan’an were the Chinese Com-
munist Party’s (CCP) base in the 1930s and *40s.

But there’s much more to Shaanxi than just its storied
past. There are farm villages barely touched by modern
life, and mountains that were once home to hermits and
sages waiting to be explored. So wherever you go, the sights
and views will knock you out.

When to Go
Xr'an
°C/°F Temp Rainfall inches/mm
40/104— —12/300
30/86—
20/68— () . 0 0o )
10/50 — . . —8/200
- @ ] [ )
10/14— —4/100
20/-4—
30/22—
40/-40 = -0
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April & May September & December
Spring breezes October The Avoid the crowds
and the ideal rain's stopped and maybe get
time to climb and it's still the Terracotta
Hua Shan. warm, so hit Warriors all to

Xr'an’s sights. yourself.




Shaanxi
Highlights

@ See whatan
emperor takes with
him to the grave at
the extraordinary
Army of Terracotta
Warriors (p367)

© Contemplate
Xr'an's fabled past
from its formidable
old city walls (p362)

© Watch the sun
rise over the Qinling
Mountains from atop
Taoism'’s sacred
western peak, Hua
Shan (p371)

@ Step back in
time in the perfectly
preserved Ming-
dynasty village of
Dangjiaciin (p373)
© Take a different
look at China’s past
by gazing down

on the enthralling
excavations at the
Tomb of Emperor
Jingdi (p369)

O Get lost
wandering the
backstreets of Xr'an's
ancient Muslim
Quarter (p359)

@ Check out the
cave where Mao
Zedong lived in
Yan'an and the red
tourists who flock to
see it (p374)
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History

Around 3000 years ago, the Zhou people
of the Bronze Age moved out of their
Shaanxi homeland, conquered the Shang
and became dominant in much of north-
ern China. Later the state of Qin, ruling
from its capital Xianyang (near modern-
day X7an), became the first dynasty to
unify much of China. Subsequent dynas-
ties, including the Han, Sui and Tang,
were based in X1'an, then known as
Chang’an, which was abandoned for the
eastern capital of Luoyang (in Hénan)
whenever invaders threatened.

Shaanxi remained the political heart
of China until the 10th century. However,
when the imperial court shifted eastward,
the province’s fortunes began to decline.
Rebellions and famine were followed in
1556 by the deadliest earthquake in his-
tory, when an estimated 830,000 people
died. The extreme poverty of the region
ensured that it was an early stronghold of
the CCP.

Language

Locals like to joke that XT’an’s dialect is
the ‘real’ standard Mandarin - after all,
the city was one of the ancient capitals of
China. Those pedantic linguists, however,
prefer to classify the Shaanxi dialect as
part of the central Zhongyuan Mandarin
group. Jin is also spoken in some parts of
the province.

€ Getting There & Around

X1'an has one of China's best-connected air-
ports. Roads are good north, east and west of
Xr'an; travelling south is more problematic. Rail
links within the province are slow.

PRICE INDICATORS

The following price indicators are
used in this chapter:

Sleeping

$ less than Y160
$$ Y160 to Y400
$$% more than Y400
Eating

$ less than Y50
$$ Y50 to Y100

$$$ more than Y100

XTan PiTR7S
[Z1029 / POP 4.5 MILLION

X7an’s fabled past is a double-edged
sword. Primed with the knowledge that
this legendary city was once the termi-
nus of the Silk Road and a melting pot of
cultures and religions, as well as home to
emperors, courtesans, poets, monks, mer-
chants and warriors, visitors can feel let
down by the roaring, modern-day version.
But even though XTan’s glory days ended
in the early 10th century, many elements
of ancient Chang’an, the former XT'an, are
still present.

The city walls remain intact, vendors of
all descriptions still crowd the narrow lanes
of the warrenlike Muslim Quarter, and
there are enough places of interest to keep
even the most diligent amateur historian
busy. There’s still a vital feel to X1'an, too,
as if the ghosts of the ancient traders, sages,
soldiers and officials were sitting up on the
ramparts of the city walls demanding not
to be forgotten.

While X7’an is no longer China’s politi-
cal capital, it’s woken up to the potential
value of its hallowed history. In the last
few years, the city has been campaigning
for the Silk Road to be added to the UN’s
World Heritage List, and at the time of writ-
ing there were ambitious plans to revitalise
the Muslim Quarter. Whether that means
a Silk Road-meets-Disney tourist trap or
something less tacky remains to be seen,
but expect some changes.

Most people only spend two or three days
in X7’an; history buffs could easily stay busy
for a week. Of course, nearby are some of
the most spectacular and essential sights in
all China; topping the list in and around the
city are the Terracotta Warriors, the Tomb
of Emperor Jingdi, the Muslim Quarter and
the city walls. With a little more time, check
out the pagodas, museums and any number
of other sights outside the city. Better still,
arrange an overnight trip to nearby Hua
Shan or Hanchéng.

O Sights

INSIDE THE CITY WALLS

Muslim Quarter HISTORIC SITE
(Mli%X) The backstreets leading north
from the Drum Tower have been home to
the city’s Hui community (Chinese Mus-
lims) for centuries. Although Muslims have
been here since at least the 7th century,
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some believe that today’s community didn’t
take root until the Ming dynasty.

The narrow lanes are full of butch-
er shops, sesame-oil factories, smaller
mosques hidden behind enormous wooden
doors, men in white skullcaps and women
with their heads covered in coloured
scarves. It’s a great place to wander and es-
pecially atmospheric at night. Good streets
to stroll down are Xiyang Shi, Dapi Yuan
and Damaishi Jie, which runs north off Xi
Dajie through an interesting Islamic food
market.

Great Mosque MOSQUE
(S E KT Qingzhen Dasi; Huajue Xiang; admis-
sion Mar-Nov Y25, Dec-Feb Y15, Muslims free;
&8am-7.30pm Mar-Nov, to 5.30pm Dec-Feb) One
of the largest mosques in China, the Great
Mosque is a fascinating blend of Chinese
and Islamic architecture. Facing west (to-
wards Mecca) instead of the usual south,
the mosque begins with a classic Chinese
temple feature, the spirit wall, designed to
keep demons at bay. The gardens, too, with
their rocks, pagodas and archways are obvi-
ously Chinese, with the exception of the four
palm trees at the entrance. Arab influence,
meanwhile, extends from the central mina-
ret (cleverly disguised as a pagoda) to the
enormous turquoise-roofed Prayer Hall (not
open to visitors) at the back of the complex,
as well as the elegant calligraphy gracing
most entryways. The present buildings are
mostly Ming and Qing, though the mosque

Xi'an
® Top Sights
City Walls
Great Mosque
Muslim Quarter........cccccvveeerecciiene c2
® Sights
1 Bell Tower .... ..D3
2 Drum Tower. s
3 Folk House
4 Forest of Stelae Museum..........ccccc...... D4
5 Temple of the Eight
ImMmortals.......ccoooiiviiiiiiiici G3
© Sleeping
6 Bell Tower Hotel .......ccccoveiviviiine D3

7 City Hotel Xi'an
8 Han Tang Inn
9 Héjia Shangwu Hotel
10 Hyatt Regency Xr'an..
11 Jinjiang Inn ...

is said to have been founded in the 8th
century.

To get here, follow Xiyang Shi several
minutes west and look for a small alley
leading south past a gauntlet of souvenir
stands.

Forest of Stelae Museum MUSEUM
(WA A1, Beilin Bowiguan; 15 Sanxue Jie;
admission Mar-Nov Y45, Dec-Feb Y30; &8am-
6.15pm Mar-Nov, to 5.15pm Dec-Feb) Housed
in Xr'an’s Confucius Temple, this museum
holds over 1000 stone stelae (inscribed tab-
lets), including the nine Confucian classics
and some exemplary calligraphy. The sec-
ond gallery holds a Nestorian tablet (AD
781), the earliest recorded account of Chris-
tianity in China. (The Nestorians professed
that Christ was both human and divine, for
which they were booted out of the Church
in 431.) The fourth gallery holds a collection
of ancient maps and portraits, and is where
rubbings (copies) are made, an interesting
process to watch.

The highlight, though, is the fantastic
sculpture gallery (across from the gift shop),
which contains animal guardians from the
Tang dynasty, pictorial tomb stones and
Buddhist statuary.

To get to the museum, follow Shuyuan
Xiang east from the South Gate.

Bell Tower & Drum Tower HISTORIC SITES
Now marooned on a traffic island, the
Bell Tower (B"8%; Zhong L6u; admission Y27,

12 Qixian Youth Hostel .......cccoovvveiiiicnnn
13 Shoyuan Youth Hostel...
14 Sofitel
15 Xiangzimén Youth Hostel............ccce..... D4

¢ Eating
16 First Noodle Under the Sun..... ..E4

17 Ldo San Jia ......
18 Wiyt Fandian...

@ Drinking
19 Moonkey Music Bar ...
20 Old Henry's Bar

& Entertainment

22 Song & Song....

() Shopping
23 Northwest Antique Market
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combined Drum Tower ticket Y40; &8.30am-
9.30pm Mar-Nov, to 6pm Dec-Feb) sits at the
heart of X7’an and originally held a large
bell that was rung at dawn, while its al-
ter ego, the Drum Tower (Ft%; GU Léu;
Beiyuanmen; admission Y27, combined Bell
Tower ticket Y40; ©8.30am-9.30pm Mar-Nov,
to 6pm Dec-Feb), marked nightfall. Both
date from the 14th century and were
later rebuilt in the 1700s (the Bell Tower
initially stood two blocks to the west).
Musical performances, included in the
ticket price, are held inside each at 9am,
10.30am, 11.30am, 2.30pm, 4pm and 5pm.
Enter the Bell Tower through the under-
pass on the north side.

Folk House HISTORIC SITE
(B 5K B¢ Gaojia Dayuan; 144 Beiyuanmen; ad-
mission Y15, with tea Y20; &:8.30am-11pm) This
well-rounded historic residence also serves
as an art gallery, entertainment centre and
teahouse. Originally the home of the Qing
bureaucrat Gao Yuesong, it’s a fine example
of a courtyard home and has been taste-
fully restored. There are reception rooms,
bedrooms, servants’ quarters, an ancestral
temple and a study (now the teahouse).
Tours start with an optional marionette
or shadow-puppet demonstration (Y10).
As the complex currently belongs to the
Shaanxi Artists Association, there’s an art
gallery here where you can pick up reason-
ably priced traditional Chinese art. Confus-
ingly, despite the address, this place isn’t at
No 144, but is about 20m down the street.

OUTSIDETHE CITY WALLS

City Walls HISTORIC SITE
(4%; Chénggiang; admission Y40; &8am-
8.30pm Apr-Oct, to 7pm Nov-Mar) X1’an is one
of the few cities in China where the old city
walls are still standing. Built in 1370 dur-
ing the Ming dynasty, the 12m-high walls
are surrounded by a dry moat and form a
rectangle with a perimeter of 14km.

Most sections have been restored or re-
built, and it is now possible to walk the en-
tirety of the walls in a leisurely four hours.
You can also cycle from the South Gate
(bike hire Y20 for 100 minutes, Y200 depos-
it). The truly lazy can be whisked around
in a golf cart for Y200. Access ramps are
located inside the major gates, with the
exception of the South Gate, where the en-
trance is outside the walls; there’s another
entrance inside the walls beside the Forest
of Stelae Museum.

To get an idea of X1'an’s former grandeur,
consider this: the Tang city walls originally
enclosed 83 sq km, an area seven times
larger than today’s city centre.

@ Shaanxi History Museum  MUSEUM
(B4 77 52 427 57%; ShanxT Lishi Béwuigudn;
91 Xiaozhai Donglu; 8.30am-6pm Tue-Sun Apr-
Oct, last admission 4.30pm, 9.30am-5pm Tue-Sun
Nov-Mar, last admission 4pm) Shaanxi’s mu-
seum is often touted as one of China’s best,
but if you come after visiting some of X1'an’s
surrounding sights you may feel you're
not seeing much that is new. Nevertheless,
the museum makes for a comprehensive
and illuminating stroll through ancient
Chéang’an, and most exhibits include labels
and explanations in English.

The ground floor covers prehistory and
the early dynastic period. Particularly im-
pressive are several enormous Shang- and
Western Zhou-dynasty bronze tripods
(ding), Qin burial objects, bronze arrows
and crossbows, and four original terracotta
warrior statues.

Upstairs, the second section is devoted
primarily to Han-dynasty relics. The high-
lights include a collection of about 40 ter-
racotta figurines from the tomb of the first
Han emperor Liu Bang. There’s also an
imaginative collection of bronze lamps, Wei
figurines and mythological animals.

The third section focuses primarily on
Sui and Tang artefacts: expressive tomb
guardians; murals depicting a polo match;
and a series of painted pottery figurines
with elaborate hairstyles and dress, includ-
ing several bearded foreigners, musicians
and braying camels.

The number of visitors is limited to 4000
a day, so get here early and expect to queue
for at least 30 minutes. Make sure you bring
your passport to claim your free ticket.
Take bus 610 from the Bell Tower or bus 701
from the South Gate.

Big Goose Pagoda BUDDHIST TEMPLE
(KJifEs; Dayan T&; Yanta Nanlu; admission Y50,
incl pagoda climb Y80; &8am-7pm Apr-Oct, to
6pm Nov-Mar) XTan’s most famous land-
mark, this pagoda dominates the surround-
ing modern buildings. One of China’s best
examples of a Tang-style pagoda (squarish
rather than round), it was completed in AD
652 to house the Buddhist sutras brought
back from India by the monk Xuan Zang.
Xuan spent the last 19 years of his life
translating scriptures with a crack team of
linguist monks; many of these translations



MONKEY BUSINESS

Xuan Zang's epic 17-year trip to India,
via Central Asia and Afghanistan, in
search of Buddhist enlightenment was
fictionalised in Journey to the West, one
of Chinese literature’s most enduring
texts. The Ming-dynasty novel gives the
monk Xuan three disciples to protect
him along the way, the best-loved of
which is the Monkey King.

The novel, which is attributed to the
poet Wu Cheng’en, has inspired many
films, plays and TV shows, including the
cult '70s series Monkey. More recently,
the Gorillaz team of Damon Albarn and
Jamie Hewlett collaborated with opera
director Chen Shi-Zheng on a popular
2007 stage version.

are still used today. His travels also inspired
one of the best-known works of Chinese lit-
erature, Journey to the West.

Surrounding the pagoda is Da Ci'én
Temple (KZ&RSF; Dacien Si), one of the
largest temples in Tang Changan. The
buildings today date from the Qing dynasty.

Bus 610 from the Bell Tower and bus 609
from the South Gate drop you off at the pa-
goda square; the entrance is on the south
side. An evening fountain show is held on
the square.

FREE Xi'an Museum MUSEUM

(P92, Xran Béwiguan; 76 Youyi
Xilu; €8.30am-7pm, closed Tue) Housed in
the pleasant grounds of the Jianfa Temple
is this new-ish museum featuring relics
unearthed in X7an over the years. There
are some exquisite ceramics from the Han
dynasty, as well as figurines, an exhibition
of Ming-dynasty seals and jade artefacts.
Don’t miss the basement, where a large-
scale model of ancient X1’an gives a good
sense of the place in its former pomp.

Also in the grounds is the Little Goose
Pagoda (/MEES; Xidoyan Ta, ©8.30am-7pm,
closed Tue). The top of the pagoda was shak-
en off by an earthquake in the middle of
the 16th century, but the rest of the 43m-
high structure is intact. Jianfa Temple was
originally built in AD 684 to bless the af-
terlife of the late Emperor Gaozong. The
pagoda, a rather delicate building of 15 pro-
gressively smaller tiers, was built from AD
707 to 709 and housed Buddhist scriptures
brought back from India by the pilgrim Yi

Jing. At the time of writing, it was no longer
possible to climb the pagoda.

Bus 610 runs here from the Bell Tower;
from the South Gate take bus 203.

Temple of the Eight Immortals
TAOIST TEMPLE

(J\ilI#E; Baxian An; Yongle Lu; admission Y3;
©7.30am-5.30pm Mar-Nov, 8am-5pm Dec-Feb)
XTan’s largest Taoist temple dates back to
the Song dynasty and is still an active place
of worship. Supposedly built on the site of
an ancient wine shop, it was constructed
to protect against subterranean divine
thunder. Scenes from Taoist mythology
are painted around the courtyard. Em-
press Cixi, the mother of the Last Emperor,
stayed here in 1901 after fleeing Beijing
during the Boxer Rebellion. There’s a small
antique market opposite, which is busiest
on Sundays and Wednesdays.

Bus 502 runs close by the temple (east-
bound from Xi Xinjie).

|2= Sleeping

If you’re arriving by air and have not yet
booked accommodation, keep in mind that
representatives at the shuttle bus drop-off
(outside the Melody Hotel) can often get
you discounted rooms at a wide selection
of hotels.

All hostels in the city offer a similar
range of services, including bike hire, inter-
net, laundry, restaurant and travel services.
Ask about free pick-up from the train sta-
tion and book ahead at the most popular
places.

Han Tang Inn HOSTEL $
CHOICES (3 JH 6% Hantang Yi; /18728 7772, 8723
1126; www.hostelxian@yahoo.com.cn; 7 Nanchang
Xiang; #4575 dm/s/d Y50/70/160; S @)
Newly ensconced in a more convenient cen-
tral location, the dorms here are compact
but spotless and come with en suite bath-
rooms. Smaller and more homely than the
other hostels in town - the roof terrace pro-
vides space to spread out - the staff know
what travellers want and do their best to
satisfy them. It’s tucked down an alley off
Bei Dajie; look for the two terracotta war-
riors standing guard outside.

Xiangzimén Youth Hostel HOSTEL $§
(I IEBR 4Rk Ay Xiangzimén Guéji Qing-
nian Lishe; (216286 7999/7888; www.yhaxian
.com; 16 Xiangzimiao Jie; 51 LA FIHif16%,
dm Y50, s, d & tr Y120-220; [#/(@) Lively and
loud, this is the hostel of the moment. Set
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around an impressive series of intercon-
nected courtyards, it’s a big, sprawling
place with friendly staff and attracts a good
mix of local and foreign travellers. Avoid
the windowless basement rooms. Take bus
603 from opposite the train station to the
South Gate and walk 100m west.

Sofitel HOTEL $$$
(ZIAEREARCORIE,  Susfeite Rénmin  Dash;
(218792 8888; sofitel@renminsquare.com; 319
Dong Xinjie; 4<rE319'5; d/ste Y1242/1814;
SHE@=) XTan’s self-proclaimed ‘six-star’
hotel is undoubtedly the most luxuri-
ous choice in the city and has a soothing,
hushed atmosphere. The bathrooms are
top-notch. Cantonese, Japanese and Mo-
roccan restaurants are on-site, as well as
a South American-themed bar. Reception
is in the east wing and room rates change
daily, so you can score a deal when business
is slow.

Shiyuan Youth Hostel HOSTEL $§
(e 4Ek 4y, Shoyuan  Qingnidn  Liishe;

[218728 7721; shuyuanhostel@yahoo.com.cn; 2a
Shuncheng Xixiang; i1 J LA IEA5 FF1245; dm
¥30-50,s&d Y160; [ @) The longest-running
hostel in X1Tan and still one of the most
amenable, the Shiiyuan is located in a con-
verted courtyard residence near the South
Gate. The pleasant cafe, with wi-fi access,
is a good place to hang out with fellow trav-
ellers. The hostel is 20m west of the South
Gate along the city walls and bus 603 runs
close to it.

Jinjiang Inn HOTEL $$
(BT 2 22, Jinjiang Zhixing; (/18745 2288; www.
ji-inn.com; 110 Jiefang Lu; fi#/i #110*5; d/tw/ste
Y179/199/219; # @) By X1'an’s standards, the
prices are close to budget, but the clean and
bright modern rooms, all with ADSL, make
this a better option than most three-star
places. There’s a cheap restaurant here, too.

Hyatt Regency XT1’'an HOTEL $$$
(P (B30 P )E; Xi'an Kaiyue Jitdian;
(28769 1234; 158 Dong Dajie; 4< K158 d
Y1600, discounts of up to 40%; S @) Slap
in the centre of downtown, the Hyatt has
big, rather characterless rooms with all the
trimmings, as well as efficient staff, a spa
and Western and Chinese restaurants. Add
a15% service charge to the bill.

Bell Tower Hotel HOTEL $$$
(VYL ; XT'an Zhonglou Fandian; (/8760
0000; www.belltowerhtl.com; 110 Nan Dajie; 7 X
#7110"; d Y850-1080, discounts of 33%; [# @)

Big discounts are on offer during slack pe-
riods, making this state-owned, four-star
more affordable. Some rooms have a bird’s-
eye view of the Bell Tower and all are spa-
cious and comfortable with cable TV and
broadband internet connections.

Qixian Youth Hostel HOSTEL $§
(B%T; Qixian Zhuang; (216229 6977, www
7sages.com.cn; 1 Beixin Jie; Jb#ifE1%; dm Y40-
60, s & d Y120-150; % @) This is the most se-
cluded hostel, set in a traditional courtyard
house, and popular with Chinese travellers.
The rooms are a little faded, but there’s a
decent communal cafe and restaurant, and
the staff are helpful. Take bus 610 from op-
posite the train station.

Héjia Shangwu Hotel HOTEL $$
(N353 18 55521, (28728 2200/8919; www.
hj600.cn; 16 Nan Dajie; g K116%5; s/d/tr
Y280/298/368, discounts of 30%; [ @) The
great location means this new place can
be noisy, but the rooms are decent-sized
with clean bathrooms and they all come
with ADSL connections.

City Hotel X7’'an HOTEL $$
(V4223 117975, XT'an Chéngshi Jitidian; (218721
9988; www.cityhotelxian.com; 70 Nan Dajie; 7
K705 s/tw/d Y266/488/588, discounts

of 25%; (% @) Despite the dreary decor,
this is a reliable midrange choice popular
with tour groups. The entrance is down
an alley 20m west off Nan Dajie.

,\¢’ Eating
Hit the Muslim Quarter for fine eating

in X7an. Common dishes here are mdjiang
lidngpi (R 3Y; cold noodles in sesame
sauce), fénzhengrou (Fy#5; chopped mut-
ton fried in a wok with ground wheat),
roujiamoé (WIJEHE; fried pork or beef in
pitta bread, sometimes with green peppers
and cumin), caijiamo (GEJE15; the vegetar-
ian version of roujiamo) and the ubiquitous
rouchuan (H; kebabs).

Best of all is the delicious ydngrou
paomo CEAEE), a soup dish that involves
crumbling a flat loaf of bread into a bowl
and adding noodles, mutton and broth.
You can also pick up mouth-watering des-
serts such as huashenggao ({£/1E; peanut
cakes) and shibing (Fitf; dried persim-
mons), which can be found at the market or
in Muslim Quarter shops.

A good street to wander for a selection
of more typically Chinese restaurants is
Dongmutou Shi, east of Nan Dajie.



All the hostels serve up Western break-
fasts and meals with varying degrees of
success. For something more refined, try
the buffet at the Sofitel (lunch/dinnerincl ser-
vice charge Y128/208).

First Noodle Under the Sun NOODLES $
O RE— W%, Tianxia Diyi Mian Jidlou;
[218728 6088; 19 Dongmutou Shi; dishes Y6-58;
©9am-10.30pm; @) The speciality at this
busy place is bidng biang mian, a giant,
3.8m strip of noodle that comes folded up in
a big bowl with two soup side dishes (Y10).
But all sorts of excellent noodle, meat and
vegie dishes are available here.

Maogong Xiangcaiguan HUNAN $$
(FBAMIZELE; 28782 0555; 99 Youyi Xilu; mains
from Y26; &1lam-10pm; (@) A statue of the
Chairman overlooks diners at this slick
place across the road from the Little Goose
Pagoda. The menu features Hunan clas-
sics, such as spicy chicken and boiled frog
(Y38), most of which have a fiery kick that
Mao, who liked his food hot, would have ap-
proved of.

Lao Suan Jia SHAANXI $
(A5 (18240 3205; 2nd fl, Dong Dajie; dishes
Y12-40; &8am-9pm; &) XTan’s most famous
restaurant (over a century old) is as well
known for its perfunctory service as it is
for the steaming bowls of yangrou paomao
it specialises in. They still go down a treat.
There’s no English sign; look for the big red
characters on the 2nd-floor window.

Green Molly Restaurant & Bar WESTERN $$
(ZR5F; Lo Moli; [.2)8188 3339; Keji Lu; TH414x
1EFE 51 1472002K; mains from Y52; &7pm-
3am;[@) It’s a bit of a trek southwest of the
city walls (Y20 in a taxi), but if youre crav-
ing authentic Western food and beers on
tap, then this wood-panelled pub behind
the Ginwa Shopping Centre is the place to
come. The menu covers all the bases, from
steaks and pizzas to Mexican. The beers are
expensive, but it’s buy one, get one free all
the time. It’s hard to find, so get your taxi
driver to call for directions.

Wiyt Fandian CHINESE $
(Ti—¥JE; 351 Dong Daijie; dishes Y8-22;
7.30am-9.30pm) This frenetic and noisy
cafeteria-style restaurant is good for
northern staples, such as dumplings and
noodles, and the pick-and-choose format
is perfect for the Chinese-challenged. It’s
normally packed out with locals craving
postshopping sustenance.

? Drinking
X7ran’s nightlife options range from bars and
clubs to cheesy but popular tourist shows.
The main bar strip is Defu Xiang, close
to the South Gate. The top end of the street
has coffee shops and teahouses. The bars
get more raucous the closer to the South
Gate you get, but it’s still fairly tame.
Old Henry’s Bar
(CE= RN Laohengli Jitiba;48 Defu Xiang;
&:8pm-3am) Always busy and has outside
seating.

BAR

Moonkey Music Bar

(A MR SRIP9IE; Yuéliang Yaoshi Yinyue
Jitiba; ©5pm-2am) Opposite the South
Gate, this is an appropriately grungy spot
to hear local bands while downing a beer.

ﬁ Entertainment

Clubs get going early in X1'an, in part be-
cause they’re as much places to drink as to
dance. They are free to get into, but expect
to pay at least Y30 for a beer. Most are lo-
cated along or off Nan Dajie.

Some travellers enjoy spending the eve-
ning at the fountain & music show (&9pm
Mar-Nov, 8pm Dec-Feb) on Big Goose Pagoda
Sq; it’s the largest in Asia. X7'an also has
a number of dinner-dance shows, which
are normally packed out with tour groups.
They can be fun if you're in the mood for a
bit of Kkitsch.

Song & Song CLUB
(b B3P ne 5 B2y Shangshang Jitiba Lechdo-
hui; 109 Ximutou Shi; &7pm-late) More of a
big bar with DJs than a genuine club.

1+1 CLUB
(I LA YijiayT Juleby; 285 Dong Dajie;
&7pm-late) The ever-popular 1+1 is a neon-
lit maze of a place that pumps out party
hip-hop tunes well into the early hours.

BAR

Tang Dynasty DINNER SHOW
(PSR, Tangyue Gong; (218782 2222; www.xian
tangdynasty.com; 75 Chang'an Beilu; performance
with/without dinner Y500/220) The most
famous dinner theatre in the city stages
an over-the-top spectacle with Vegas-style
costumes, traditional dance, music and
singing. It’s dubbed into English.

Shaanxi Grand Opera House DINNER SHOW
(B K I Shange Dajuyuan; (218785 3295;
www.xiantangdynasty.com; 165 Wenyi Lu; per-
formance with/without dinner Y198/128) Also
known as the Tang Palace Dance Show,
this is a cheaper, less flashy alternative
to the Tang Dynasty show.

365

(%]
=4
>
>
=
>
Lonnd
(%]
=4
>
=
>
<
>
>
=



ﬁ Shopping

366 Stay in X7T'an for a couple of days and you’ll

(IXNYHS) IXNVVHS

be offered enough sets of miniature terra-
cotta warriors to form your own army. The
souvenir industry is big business here, with
everyone from the major museums to street
vendors doing their best to separate you
from your cash. A good place to search out
gifts is the Muslim Quarter, where prices
are generally cheaper than elsewhere.

Xiyang Shi is a narrow, crowded al-
ley running north of the Great Mosque
where terracotta warriors, Huxian farmer
paintings, shadow puppets, lanterns, tea
ware, ‘antiques’, Mao memorabilia and T-
shirts are on offer. Bear in mind that most
of it is fake, so check the quality of what
you're buying and bargain hard. Remem-
ber, though, the purpose of haggling is to
achieve a mutually acceptable price and not
to screw the vendor into the ground. It al-
ways helps to smile.

Near the South Gate is the Qing-style
Shuyuan Xiang, the main street for art
supplies, paintings, calligraphy, paper cuts,
brushes and fake rubbings from the Forest
of Stelae Museum. Serious shoppers should
also visit the Northwest Antique Market
(VYILTDobg; Xibéi Guwan Chéng; Dong Xinjie;
©10am-5.30pm), by the Zhongshan Gate.
This three-storey warren of shops selling
jade, seals, antiques and Mao memorabilia
sees far fewer foreign faces than the Muslim
Quarter.

There’s a much smaller antique market
by the Temple of the Eight Immortals on
Sunday and Wednesday mornings.

0 Information

Pick up a copy of the widely available Xi'an Traffic
& Tourist Map (Y8). This bilingual publication has
exhaustive listings and is regularly updated - even
the bus routes are correct. Chinese-language
maps with the bus routes are sold on the street
for Y5.

All hostels and most hotels offer internet ac-
cess. You can burn digital photos onto CDs at the
youth hostels (per disc Y20).

Inthe event of an emergency, call []120.

ATM ([13hH 53#L; Zidong Guiyuanji; &24hr)
You should have no trouble finding usable
ATMs. When in doubt, try the southeast corner
of the Bell Tower intersection.

Bank of China ('I'[H41T; Zhongguo Yinhang)
Juhuayuan Lu (38 Juhuayuan Lu; &8am-8pm);
Nan Dajie (29 Nan Dajie; &8am-6pm) You can
exchange cash and travellers cheques and use
the ATMs at both of these branches.

China International Travel Service (CITS;
[ [ B 474k, Zhonggud Guoéji Liixingshe)
Branch office (2nd fl, Bell Tower Hotel, 110 Nan
Dajie); Main office (48 Chang'an Beilu) The Bell
Tower Hotel office is best for organising tours.
China Post ("['[Hl1; Zhongguo Youzheéng;
Bei Dajie; &:8am-8pm)

Internet cafe (H; wangba; 21 Xi Qilu; per
hr Y3; &24hr) Around the corner from the
long-distance bus station. There are also other
internet cafes in this area.

Kodak (fiA %% .0y Keda Shumé Zhongxin;
cnr Jiefang Lu & Dong Dajie; per disc Y10;
©8am-9pm) Offers CD burning.

Public Security Bureau (PSB; /A%

Jri; Gong'anju; (211682 1225; 63 Xi Dajie;
8.30am-noon & 2-6pm Mon-Fri)

0 Getting There & Away

Air

X1'an's Xianyang Airport is one of China's best
connected - you can fly to almost any major
Chinese destination from here, as well as several
international ones.

China Eastern Airlines (" [E Z< 5 it 5 A 7;
Zhongguo Dongfang Hangkong; (218208 8707,
64 Xi Wulu; &:8am-9pm) operates most flights
to and from Xi'an. Daily flights include Béijing
(Y840), Chéngdu (Y630), Guangzhou (Y890),
Shanghai (Y1160), Shénzhén (Y980) and Urimgi
(Y1640). On the international front, China East-
ern has flights from X1'an to Hong Kong (Y1410),
Seoul, Bangkok, Tokyo and Nagoya.

Most hostels and hotels and all travel agencies
sell airline tickets.

Bus

The most central long-distance bus station (&
W&V 4 vk, changt gichézhan) is opposite Xi'an's
train station. It's a chaotic place. Note that
buses to Hua Shan (6am to 8pm) depart fromin
front of the train station.

Other bus stations around town where you
may be dropped off include the east bus station
(Wi 4 %32 3; chéngdong kéyunzhan; Changle
Lu) and the west bus station (34 %z ih;
chéngxi kéyunzhan; Zaoyuan Donglu). Both are
located outside the Second Ring Rd. Bus 605
travels between the Bell Tower and the east bus
station, and bus 103 travels between the train
station and the west bus station. A taxiinto the
city from either bus station costs between Y15
and Y20.

Buses from X1'an’s long-distance bus station
go to:

Hanchéng Y62.50, four hours, every 30 minutes
(7am to 4pm)

Hua Shan one way/return Y33/55, two hours,
three daily (11am, noon and 2.30pm)



Luoyang Y60.50, four hours, every 40 minutes
(7am to 7.30pm)

Pingyao Y180, seven hours, hourly (8am to 4pm)

Yan’an Y82.50, 5% hours, every 40 minutes
(6.40am to 4.20pm)

Zheéngzhou Y120, 6% hours, hourly (7am to
4.30pm)

Train

Xi'an’s main train station (hudché zhan) is just
outside the northern city walls. It's always busy.
Buy your onward tickets as soon as you arrive.
Most hotels and hostels can get you tickets (Y40
commission); there’s also an Advance Train-
Ticket Booking Office ({15 k=47 Daishou
Huochépiao; Nan Dajie; &58.30am-noon & 2-5pm)
in the ICBC Bank's south entrance. Otherwise,
brave the crowds in the main ticket hall.

Xi'an is well connected to the rest of the
country. Deluxe Z-trains run to/from Béijing
West (soft sleeper only Y417, 11%2 hours), leaving
X1'an at 7.23pm and Béijing at 9.24pm. Several
express trains also make the journey (Y265, 12Y%
hours); departures begin late afternoon.

All prices listed below are for hard sleeper
(ying wo) tickets.

Chéngdu Y201, 16 Y2 hours
Choéngqing Y191, 14 hours
Guangzhou Y416, 26 hours
Guilin Y385, 27 hours

Ji’nan Y265, 16 to 18 hours
Kiinming Y385, 36 hours
Lanzhou Y169, 7 %2 to nine hours
Luoyang Y106, five hours
Pingyao Y95, nine hours
Shanghai Y323, 15 to 22 hours
Taiyuan Y106, 10 to 12 hours
Uriimqi Y483, 27 to 39 hours
Zhéngzhou Y133, six to eight hours

Within Shaanxi, there is an overnight train to
Yulin (Y165, 12 to 14 hours) via Yan'an (Y103, five
to nine hours). Buy tickets in advance. There is
also an early-morning train to Hanchéng (Y19,
435 hours).

0 Getting Around

Xr'an's Xianyang Airport is about 40km north-
west of X1'an. Shuttle buses run every 20 to 30
minutes from 5.40am to 8pm between the air-
port and the Melody Hotel (Y25, one hour). Taxis
into the city charge over Y100 on the meter.

If you're itching to try out the public buses,
they go to all the major sights in and around the
city. Bus 610 is a useful one: it starts at the train
station and passes the Bell Tower, Little Goose
Pagoda, Shaanxi History Museum and Big Goose

Pagoda. Remember that packed buses are a
pickpocket's paradise, so watch your wallet.

The official word on the city's much-needed
and much-delayed first subway line is that it
should openin 2011.

Taxi flagfall is Y6. It can be very difficult to get
a taxiin the late afternoon, when the drivers
change shifts. If you can cope with the congest-
ed roads, bikes are a good alternative and can be
hired at the youth hostels.

Around X7’an

The plains surrounding X1'an are strewn
with early imperial tombs, many of which
have not yet been excavated. But unless
you have a particular fascination for burial
sites, you can probably come away satisfied
after visiting a couple of them.

The Army of Terracotta Warriors is ob-
viously the most famous site, but it’s really
worth the effort to get to the Tomb of Em-
peror Jingdi as well.

Tourist buses run to almost all of the
sites from in front of X1’an train station,
with the notable exception of the Tomb of
Emperor Jingdi.

© Sights

EAST OF XI’AN

Army of Terracotta Warriors MUSEUM
(Fe 5 1if; Bingmaydng; www.bmy.com.cn; admis-
sion Mar-Nov Y90, students Y45, Dec-Feb Y65;
©8.30am-5.30pm Mar-Nov, to 5pm Dec-Feb)
The Terracotta Army isn’t just X7Tan’s
premier site, but one of the most famous
archaeological finds in the world. This sub-
terranean life-size army of thousands has
silently stood guard over the soul of China’s
first unifier for over two millennia. Either
Qin Shi Huang was terrified of the van-
quished spirits awaiting him in the after-
life, or, as most archaeologists believe, he
expected his rule to continue in death as it
had in life - whatever the case, the guard-
ians of his tomb today offer some of the
greatest insights we have into the world of
ancient China.

The discovery of the army of warriors
was entirely fortuitous. In 1974, peasants
drilling a well uncovered an underground
vault that eventually yielded thousands of
terracotta soldiers and horses in battle for-
mation. Over the years the site became so
famous that many of its unusual attributes
are now well known, in particular the fact
that no two soldier’s faces are alike.
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368 Around Xi'an

50 km
30 miles

R
® o
e

TOiaZ Zhao Jiuzong onyang “" /oYénIiéng T
om o Il
P Tomb @A Nountain (& ) © Sanyudn 4
A o Wanggqiao i iaokouzhen
2 Yanxia Jlngyéng ) Jiaokouz
Mountaitt g yop of Princess //ngum Ta © Gaoling i

Qianxian Yong Tail&

Famen Tomb of Prince Xianyang A/rport . |
e Temple — ., Zhang Huai oDlanzhang 0 £ Géngzhen 7o, of
Liangcano Yaodian” Tomb of © in Shi
Mao Thoulinge' @k ,0r0, Llnto;{g Huang
O Fuféng Tomb 9 Jingdi
= OXianyang /aqmg@ Arl;?of
.. Wigong )GI'SP'“EO Tlanfu ©ODiaotai ) XIAN @ Sphngs Terracotta
o 9 Banp Warriors
Wei River (Wéif[/ O Pujijie Dawang °f{5/ Sumén Neolithic
() P 1 9% Village
Zhouzhi © Zhongnan osh /( X
) angcun/% N
Louguanzhen 20’ i f:
ougganz én uoan ?,Hﬁx,an ‘°Yinzhen
-

To really appreciate a trip here, it helps
to understand the historical context of
the warriors. If you don’t want to employ
a guide (Y100) or use the audioguide (Y40),
the on-site theatre gives a useful primer on
how the figures were sculpted. Then visit
the site in reverse, which enables you to
build up to the most impressive pit for a fit-
ting finale.

Start with the smallest pit, Pit 3, con-
taining 72 warriors and horses, which is
believed to be the army headquarters due
to the number of high-ranking officers un-
earthed here. It’s interesting to note that
the northern room would have been used
to make sacrificial offerings before battle.
In the next pit, Pit 2, containing around
1300 warriors and horses, which is still be-
ing excavated, you get to examine five of the
soldiers up close: a kneeling archer, a stand-
ing archer, a cavalryman and his horse, a
mid-ranking officer and a general. The level
of detail is extraordinary: the expressions,
hairstyles, armour and even the tread on
the footwear are all unique.

The largest pit, Pit 1, is the most impos-
ing. Housed in a building the size of an air-
craft hangar, it is believed to contain 6000
warriors (only 2000 are on display) and
horses, all facing east and ready for battle.
The vanguard of three rows of archers (both
crossbow and longbow) is followed by the
main force of soldiers, who originally held
spears, swords, dagger-axes and other long-
shaft weapons. The infantry were accompa-
nied by 35 chariots, though these, made of
wood, have long since disintegrated.

(IXNYHS) IXNVVHS

Almost as extraordinary as the soldiers
is a pair of bronze chariots and horses un-
earthed just 20m west of the Tomb of Qin
Shi Huang. These are now on display, to-
gether with some of the original weaponry,
in a small museum to the right of the main
entrance.

The Army of Terracotta Warriors is eas-
ily reached by public bus. From the car
park at XT’an train station, take one of the
green Terracotta Warriors minibuses (Y7,
one hour) or bus 306 (Y7, one hour), both of
which travel via Huaqing Hot Springs and
the Tomb of Qin Shi Huang. The car park
for all vehicles is a good 15-minute walk
from the Terracotta Warriors site. Electric
carts do the run for Y5. If you want to eat
here, go for the restaurants across from the
car park.

Huaqing Hot Springs HISTORIC SITE
(*F3iith; Hudging Chi; admission Mar-Nov Y70,
Dec-Feb Y40; &7am-7pm Mar-Nov, 7.30am-
6.30pm Dec-Feb) The natural hot springs in
this park were once the favoured retreat of
emperors and concubines during the Tang
dynasty.

An obligatory stop for Chinese tour
groups, who pose for photos in front of the
elaborately restored pavilions and by the
ornamental ponds, it’s a pretty place but
not really worth the high admission price.
You can, though, hike up to the Taoist tem-
ple on Black Horse Mountain (Li Shan). The
temple is dedicated to Nuwa, who created
the human race from clay and also patched
up cracks in the sky. There’s also a cable
car (one way/return Y45/70) to the temple, but
note that the stop is outside the park, so you



won’t be able to get back in unless you buy
another ticket.

Tomb of Qin Shi Huang HISTORIC SITE
(ZEUH 5B Qin Shihuang Ling; admission Mar-
Nov Y40, Dec-Feb Y20; &8am-6pm Mar-Nov,
to 5pm Dec-Feb) In its time, this tomb must
have been one of the grandest mausoleums
the world had ever seen.

Historical accounts describe it as con-
taining palaces filled with precious stones,
underground rivers of flowing mercury and
ingenious defences against intruders. The
tomb reputedly took 38 years to complete,
and required a workforce of 700,000 people.
Tt is said that the artisans who built it were
buried alive within, taking its secrets with
them.

Considered too dangerous to excavate,
the tomb has little to see but you can climb
the steps to the top of the mound for a fine
view of the surrounding countryside. The
tomb is about 2km west of the Army of Ter-
racotta Warriors. Take bus 306 from X7T'an
train station.

Banpo Neolithic Village ANCIENT VILLAGE
G H1E; Banpo Bowuguan; admission Mar-
Nov Y35, Dec-Feb Y25; &8am-6pm) This vil-
lage is of enormous importance for Chinese
archaeological studies, but unless you’re
desperately interested in the subject it can
be an underwhelming visitor experience.

Banpo is the earliest example of the Neo-
lithic Yangshao culture, which is believed to
have been matriarchal. It appears to have
been occupied from 4500 BC until around
3750 BC. The excavated area is divided into
three parts: a pottery-manufacturing area,
a residential area complete with moat, and
a cemetery. There are also two exhibition
halls that feature some of the pottery, in-
cluding strange-shaped amphorae, discov-
ered at the site.

The village is in the eastern suburbs of
X7an. Bus 105 (Y1) from the train station
runs past (ask where to get off); it’s also of-
ten included on tours.

NORTH & WEST OF XI'’AN

Tomb of Emperor Jingdi HISTORIC SITE
(BUPHFZ; Han Yangling; admission Mar-Nov Y90,
Dec-Feb Y65; ¢8.30am-7pm Mar-Nov, to 6pm
Dec-Feb) This tomb (also referred to as the
Han Jing Mausoleum, Liu Qi Mausoleum
and Yangling Mausoleum) is easily X7'an’s
most underrated highlight. If you only have
time for two sights, then it should be the
Army of Terracotta Warriors and this im-

pressive museum and tomb. And unlike the
warriors, there are relatively few visitors
here so you have the space to appreciate
what you're seeing.

A Han-dynasty emperor influenced
by Taoism, Jingdi (188-141 BC) based his
rule upon the concept of wuwéi (nonac-
tion or noninterference) and did much to
improve the life of his subjects: he lowered
taxes greatly, used diplomacy to cut back
on unnecessary military expeditions and
even reduced the punishment meted out to
criminals. The contents of his tomb are par-
ticularly interesting, as they reveal more
about daily life than martial preoccupa-
tions - a total contrast with the Terracotta
Army.

The site has been divided into two sec-
tions: the museum and the excavation area.
The museum holds a large display of ex-
pressive terracotta figurines (over 50,000
were buried here), including eunuchs, ser-
vants, domesticated animals and even fe-
male cavalry on horseback. The figurines
originally had movable wooden arms (now
gone) and were dressed in colourful silk
robes.

But it’s the tomb itself, which is still
being excavated, that’s the real reason to
make the trip out here. Inside are 21 narrow
pits, some of which have been covered by
a glass floor, allowing you to walk over the
top of ongoing excavations and get a great
view of the relics. In all, there are believed
to be 81 burial pits here.

Unfortunately, getting here by public
transport is a pain. First, take bus 4 (Y1)
from X1'an’s North Gate. After 30 minutes,
it reaches the end of its line at the Zhang
Jiabu roundabout. Get off and walk 100m
right of the roundabout, where another bus,
also numbered 4 (Y2), leaves for the tomb.
The catch is that while there are many
buses to the roundabout, only three a day
do the second leg to the tomb. At the time
of writing, they were leaving at 8.30am,
10.50am and 2.30pm, returning to X1’an at
12.30pm, 3.30pm and 5.30pm.

Alternatively, you can try to find a West-
ern Tour that visits the site, or hire a taxi
(figure on Y200 for a half-day). The tomb is
also close to the airport, so you could stop
here on your way to or from there.

Famén Temple BUDDHIST TEMPLE
(#1')5F; Famén Si; admission Mar-Nov Y120,
Dec-Feb Y90; &:8am-6pm) This temple dating
back to the 2nd century AD was built to
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370 THE MAN BEHIND THE ARMY

History is written by the winners. But in China, it was penned by Confucian bureau-
crats and for Qin Shi Huang that was a problem, because his disdain for Confucianism
was such that he outlawed it, ordered almost all its written texts to be burnt and, ac-
cording to legend, buried 460 of its top scholars alive. As a result, the First Emperor
went down in history as the sort of tyrant who gives tyrants a bad name.

At the same time, though, it's hard to overstate the magnitude of his accomplish-
ments during his 36 years of rule (which began when he was just 13). A classic over-
achiever, he created an efficient, centralised government that became the model for
later dynasties; he standardised measurements, currency and, most importantly,
writing; he built over 6400km of new roads and canals; and, of course, he conquered
six major kingdoms before turning 40.

The fact that Qin Shi Huang did all this by enslaving hundreds of thousands of
people helped ensure that his subsequent reputation would be as dark as the black
he made the official colour of his court. But in recent years, there have been efforts
by the China Communist Party (CCP), no strangers to autocratic rule themselves, to
rehabilitate him, by emphasising both his efforts to unify China and the far-sighted
nature of his policies.

Nevertheless, he remains a hugely controversial figure in Chinese history, but also
one whose presence permeates popular culture. The First Emperor pops up in video
games, in literature and on TV shows. He's also been the subject of films by both Chen
Kaige and Zhang Yimou (The Emperor and the Assassin and Hero), while Jet Li played

(IXNYHS) IXNVVHS

a thinly disguised version of him in the 2008 Hollywood blockbuster The Mummy:

Tomb of the Dragon Emperor.

house parts of a sacred finger bone of the
Buddha, presented to China by India’s King
Asoka. In 1981, after torrential rains had
weakened the temple’s ancient brick struc-
ture, the entire western side of its 12-storey
pagoda collapsed. The subsequent restora-
tion of the temple produced a sensational
discovery. Below the pagoda in a sealed
crypt were over 1000 sacrificial objects and
royal offerings - all forgotten for over a
millennium.

Scenting a cash cow, the local authorities
have recently started enlarging the temple
complex, an ongoing process. You can join
the queue of pilgrims who shuffle past the
finger bone, but the real reason to make the
trip out here is the superb museum and its
collection of Tang-dynasty treasures. Argu-
ably, what’s on display here is more impres-
sive than the collection at the Shaanxi His-
tory Museum. There are elaborate gold and
silver boxes (stacked on top of one another
to form pagodas) and tiny crystal and jade
coffins that originally held the four sections
of the holy finger.

Other notable exhibits are ornate in-
cense burners, glass cups and vases from
the Roman Empire, statues, gold and sil-
ver offerings, and an excellent reproduced
cross-section of the four-chamber crypt,

which symbolised a tantric mandala (a geo-
metric representation of the universe).

Famén Temple is 115km northwest of
X7an. Tour bus 2 (Y25, 8am) from XTan
train station runs to the temple and returns
to XT'an at 5pm. The temple is also gener-
ally included on Western Tours.

m Xianyang City Museum MUSEUM
(RBATT P, Xianyang Shi Bowdiguan;
Zhongshan lJie; ©9am-5.30pm) Over 2000
years ago, Xianyang was the capital of the
Qin dynasty. These days, it’s just a dusty
satellite of XT'an. Its chief attraction is this
museum, which houses a remarkable col-
lection of 3000 50cm-tall terracotta sol-
diers and horses, excavated from the tomb
of Liu Bang, the first Han emperor, in 1965.
Set in an attractive courtyard, the museum
also has bronze and jade exhibits and good
English captions.

Buses run every 15 minutes to Xidnyang
(Y8.50, one hour) from X1'an’s long-distance
bus station. Ask to be dropped off at the mu-
seum. To get back to XT'an, just flag down
buses going in the opposite direction.

Imperial Tombs HISTORIC SITES
A large number of imperial tombs (&
F%; hudng ling) dot the Guanzhong plain
around XTan. They are sometimes in-



cluded on tours from X71an, but most
aren’t so remarkable as to be destinations
in themselves. By far the most impressive
is the Qian Tomb (¥Z%; Qian Ling; admission
Mar-Nov Y45, Dec-Feb Y25; &38am-6pm), where
China’s only female emperor, Wu Zetian
(AD 625-705), is buried together with her
husband Emperor Gaozong, whom she suc-
ceeded. The long Spirit Way (Yu Dao) here
is lined with enormous, lichen-encrusted
sculptures of animals and officers of the
imperial guard, culminating with 61 (now
headless) statues of Chinese ethnic group
leaders who attended the emperor’s funer-
al. The mausoleum is 85km northwest of
X7an. Tour bus 2 (Y25, 8am) runs close to
here from X7'an train station and returns in
the late afternoon.

Nearby, are the tomb of Princess Yong
Tai (KZE#5; Yong Tai M) and tomb of
Princess Zhang Huai (F2}A%; Zhang Huéi
M), both of whom fell foul of Empress Wu,
before being posthumously rehabilitated.
Other notable tombs are the Zhao Tomb
(WH4F%; Zhao Ling), where the second Tang
emperor Taizhong is buried, and the Mao
Tomb (JEF%; Mao Ling), the resting place of
Wudi (156-87 BC), the most powerful of the
Han emperors.

CF Tours

One-day tours allow you to see all the sights
around X7'an more quickly and convenient-
ly than if you arranged one yourself. Itin-
eraries differ somewhat, but there are two
basic tours: an Eastern Tour and a Western
Tour.

Most hostels run their own tours, but
make sure you find out what is included
(admission fees, lunch, English-speaking
guide) and try to get an exact itinerary, or
you could end up being herded through
the Terracotta Warriors before you have a
chance to get your camera out.

Eastern Tour

The Eastern Tour (Dongxian Youlan) is the
most popular as it includes the Army of
Terracotta Warriors, as well as the Tomb
of Qin Shi Huang, Banpo Neolithic Village,
Huéaqing Hot Springs and possibly the Big
Goose Pagoda. Most travel agencies and
hostels charge around Y300 for an all-day,
all-in excursion, including admission fees,
lunch and guide, although sometimes the
hostel tours skip Banpo. Tours to the Ter-
racotta Warriors only are also available for
around Y160.

It’s perfectly possible to do a shortened
version of the Eastern Tour by using the
tourist buses or bus 306, all of which pass
by Huaqing Hot Springs, the Terracotta
Warriors and the Tomb of Qin Shi Huang.
If you decide to do this, start at the hot
springs, then travel to Qin Shi Huang’s
tomb and end at the Terracotta Warriors.

Western Tour

The longer Western Tour (Xixian Yéuldn)
includes the Xianyang City Museum, some
of the imperial tombs, and possibly also
Famén Temple and (if you insist) the Tomb
of Emperor Jingdi. It’s far less popular than
the Eastern Tour and consequently you may
have to wait a couple of days for your hostel
or agency to organise enough people. It’s
also more expensive; expect to pay Y600.

Hua Shan el
One of Taoism’s five sacred mountains,
the granite domes of Hua Shan used to be
home to hermits and sages. These days,
though, the trails that wind their way up
to the five peaks are populated by droves of
day trippers drawn by the dreamy scenery.
And it is spectacular. There are knife-blade
ridges and twisted pine trees clinging to
ledges as you ascend, while the summits
offer transcendent panoramas of green
mountains and countryside stretching
away to the horizon. Taoists hoping to find
a quiet spot to contemplate life and the uni-
verse will be disappointed, but everyone
else seems to revel in the tough climb and
they’re suitably elated once they reach the
top. So forget all that spiritual malarkey
and get walking.

© Sights & Activities

There are three ways up the mountain to
the North Peak (JtV&; B&i Féng), the first
of five summit peaks. Two of these op-
tions start from the eastern base of the
mountain, at the cable-car terminus. The
first option is handy if you don’t fancy the
climb: an Austrian-built cable car (one way/
return Y80/150; &7am-7pm) will lift you to the
North Peak in 10 scenic minutes.

The second option is to work your way
to the North Peak under the cable-car
route. This takes a sweaty two hours, and
two sections of 50m or so are quite literally
vertical, with nothing but a steel chain to
grab onto and tiny chinks cut into the rock
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for footing. Not for nothing is this route
called the ‘Soldiers Path’.

The third option is the most popular, but
it’s still hard work. A 6km path leads to the

North Peak from the village of Hua Shan, at
the base of the mountain. It usually takes
between three and five hours to reach the
North Peak via this route. The first 4km up
are pretty easy going, but after that it’s all
steep stairs.

If you want to carry on to the other
peaks, then count on a minimum of eight
hours in total from the base of Hua Shan. If
you want to spare your knees, then another
option is to take the cable car to the North
Peak and then climb to the other peaks,
before ending up back where you started.
It takes about four hours to complete the
circuit in this fashion and it’s still fairly
strenuous. In places, it can be a little nerve-
racking, too. Hua Shan has a reputation for
being dangerous, especially when the trails
are crowded, or if it’s wet or icy, so exercise
caution.

But the scenery is sublime. Along Blue
Dragon Ridge (#/8lI%; Canglong Ling),
which connects the North Peak with the
East Peak (4I%; Dong Féng), South Peak
(FdU%; Nan Feng) and West Peak (J5U%; X1
Féng), the way has been cut along a narrow
rock ridge with impressive sheer cliffs on
either side.

The South Peak is the highest at 2160m
and the most crowded. The East Peak is less
busy, but all three rear peaks afford great
views when the weather cooperates.

There is accommodation on the moun-
tain, most of it basic and overpriced, but
it does allow you to start climbing in the
afternoon, watch the sunset and then spend
the night, before catching the sunrise from
either the East Peak or South Peak. Some
locals make the climb at night, using torch-
es (flashlights). The idea is to start around
11pm and be at the East Peak for sunrise;
you get to see the scenery on the way down.

Admission is Y100. To get to the cable
car (suodao), take a taxi from the village to
the ticket office (Y10) and then a shuttle bus
(one way/return Y10/20) the rest of the way.

|2= Sleeping & Eating

You can either spend the night in Hua
Shan village or on one of the peaks. Take
your own food or eat well before ascending,
unless you like to feast on instant noodles
and processed meat - proper meals are
very pricey on the mountain. Don’t forget
a torch and warm clothes. Bear in mind
that prices for a bed triple during public
holidays. Some of the mountain hotels are



also reluctant to give out dorm beds to solo
travellers. If that happens, head to the West
Peak Hostel.

In the village, there are a number of din-
gy, none-too-clean hotels along Yuquan Lu,
the road leading up to the trailhead, that
offer beds from Y50 upwards. There are
smarter places on Yuquan Donglu. On the
mountain, expect nothing remotely luxuri-
ous, especially not a private bathroom.

Bijiayi Inn HOTEL $$
(LUK FPRAET)E; Bijiayi Kuaijié Jitidian; (210913-
4658000; Yuquan Donglu; 5 J7 4<% s & d Y238-
281; ) A new and welcome choice in a town
crying out for a decent midrange hotel. Big,
modern rooms and the best option if you
want a modicum of comfort without break-
ing the bank.

Wiiyinféng Fandian HOTEL $
(F V&M% ; dm Y100-180, tr/d Y210/280) If
you're planning on doing a circuit of the
rear peaks the next day, or want to catch
the sunrise at the East or South Peak,
this is a good choice.

Hudayang Hotel HOTEL $
(HE7E K )E; Hudydng Dajitidian); (10913-436
5288; Yuquan Lu; % ;s & d Y120) Clean
and simple rooms with OK bathrooms
make this the pick of the admittedly poor
hotels on offer on Yuquan Lu.

Dongféng Binguan HOTEL $
(R0 dm Y100-220, tr/d Y260/320) The
top location for watching the sun come
up and the best restaurant.

West Peak Hostel HOSTEL $
(P4 e t:; Xifeng Liishe; dm Y80) Rustic and
basic, but also the friendliest place on the
mountain. It shares its premises with an
old Taoist temple.

North Peak Hotel HOTEL $
(kU1K E; Beifeng Fandian; dm Y60-180, d
Y240-260) The busiest of the peak hotels.

0 Getting There & Away

From Xi'an to Hua Shan, catch one of the private
buses (one way/return Y33/55, two hours, 6am
to 8pm) that depart from in front of Xi'an train
station. You'll be dropped off on Yuquan Lu,
which is also where buses back to Xi'an leave
from 7.30am to 7pm. Coming from the east, try
to talk your driver into dropping you at the Hua
Shan highway exit if you can't find a direct bus.
Don't pay more than Y10 for a taxi into Hua Shan
village. There are few buses (if any) going east
from Hua Shan; pretty much everyone catches
a taxi to the highway and then flags down buses

headed for Yunchéng, Taiyuan or Luodyéng. If you
can't read Chinese, try to find someone to help
you out.

Hanchéng g
[20913 / POP 59,000

Héanchéng is best known for being the
hometown of Sima Qian (145-90 BC),
China’s legendary historian and author of
the Shiji (Records of the Grand Historian).
Sima Qian chronicled different aspects of
life in the Han dynasty and set about ar-
ranging the country’s already distant past
in its proper (Confucian) order. He was
eventually castrated and imprisoned by
Emperor Wudi, after having defended an
unsuccessful general.

Hanchéng makes for a good overnight
trip from X7'an. Built upon a hill, the
new town CHid; ainchéng) located at
the top is dusty and unremarkable and is
where you’ll find hotels, banks and trans-
port. But the more atmospheric old town
(Edk; gaichéng) at the bottom of the hill
boasts a handful of historic sights that
are well off the main tourist circuit. The
principal reason to visit, though, is to
head to the nearby Ming-dynasty village
of Dangjiactn.

© Sights

Dangjiaciin ANCIENT VILLAGE
(GEZH);  admission  Y40; ©7.30am-6.30pm)
This remarkable, perfectly preserved, 14ith-
century village nestles in a sheltered lo-
cation in a loess valley. Once the home of
the Dang clan, successful merchants who
ferried timber and other goods across the
Yellow River, it’s since evolved into a quint-
essential farming community. Three hun-
dred and twenty families live here in 125
grey-brick courtyard houses, which are no-
table for their carvings and mix of different
architectural styles. The elegant six-storey
tower is a Confucian pagoda (Wénxing
gé). With its sleepy, timeless atmosphere,
it’s a fine place to escape the hustle of mod-
ern China.

Dangjiactun is 9km northeast of Han-
chéng. To get here, take a minibus (Y3,
20 minutes) from the bus station to the
entrance road, from where it’s a pleasant
2km walk through fields to the village.
Otherwise, you can take a taxi from Han-
chéng (Y20).
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Confucius & Chénghuang Temples
CONFUCIAN TEMPLES
In the heart of the old town, the tranquil
Confucius Temple (3CJii; Wén Miao; admis-
sion Y15; &8am-5.30pm) is the pick of the
sights in Hanchéng itself. The dilapidated
Yuan, Ming and Qing buildings could do
with a fresh coat of paint, but there’s a
half-moon pool, towering cypress trees and
glazed dragon screens. The city museum
holds peripheral exhibits in the wings.

At the back of the Confucius Temple is
the Chénghuang Temple (UF2/i; Chéng-
huang Miao; admission Y15; (/|8am-5.30pm), in
a lane lined with Ming-dynasty courtyard
houses. There has been a temple here since
the Zhou dynasty, but the whole site has
undergone extensive renovation in recent
years. The main attraction is the Saecri-
ficing Hall, with its intricate roof detail,
where gifts were offered to the gods to pro-
tect the city.

Buying a ticket to either temple gets you
into the other as well. Bus 102 (Y1) runs here
from the southwest corner of Huanghe Da-
jie, close to the bus station. A taxi is Y10.

Yuanjué Pagoda MONUMENT
(B SFES; Yuanjué Sitd; &6am-6pm) Loom-
ing over the old town and dating back to
Tang dynasty, but rebuilt in 1958, this pa-
goda also acts as a memorial to Red Army
soldiers Killed fighting the KMT. It’s not
possible to climb the pagoda itself, but the
steep ascent to it offers panoramic views
over the old town. To get here, turn sharp
right when leaving the Chénghuing Temple
and then take the first major right you come
to. The walk takes you through the most
evocative part of the old town; exit the pa-
goda through the park on the other side and
you're back in the new town.

Tomb of Sima Qian HISTORIC SITE
(7] HyiZ A4, Simagian Ci; admission Y35; &8am-
6pm) With its dramatic location atop a hill
overlooking fields and the nearby Yellow
River, the Tomb of Sima Qian is an impos-
ing sight, even if there’s an elevated freeway
close by. Despite that, it’s still a popular spot
with picnickers. The actual tomb, though,
isn’t much to look at.

The tomb is 10km south of town. To get
here, take bus 1 (Y1, 10 minutes) from the
train station to its terminus at Nanguan,
and then switch to the green Sima Miao
bus (Y3, 20 minutes). You'll have to catch a
taxi back (Y30).

|2= Sleeping
For something completely different, spend
the night in Dangjiaciin, where basic dorm
beds in some of the courtyard houses are
available for Y15. If a local doesn’t approach
you, just ask and you’ll be pointed in the
right direction. They also offer simple and
cheap home cooking.

If you'd prefer to spend the night in town
try one of the following:
Tianyuan Binguan
(R 7=h; (2529 9388; Longmen Dajie
Beiduan; Ji| T A#ILEL s & d Y120-130; /@)
Across from the train station.

HOTEL $

Yinhé Dajitidian HOTEL $$
CHR KA, (21529 2555; Longmen Dajie
Nanduan; J&| ] E B r Y398, discounts of
up to 33%; % @) More upmarket.

6 Information

There's a branch of the Bank of China (*'[
#4T; Zhongguo Yinhang; cnr Huanghe Dajie

& Jinta Zhonglu; &:8am-6pm) close to the bus
station that has a 24-hour ATM and will change
cash. There are other ATMs that take foreign
cards, too.

6 Getting There & Away

Buses leave Xi'an's long-distance bus station
for Hanchéng (Y62.50, three hours, seven daily)
from 7am onwards. Buses back to Xi'an run until
6pm - though these may drop you off at the east
bus station. You can catch them from opposite
the train station on Longmen Dajie Beiduan,

as well as from the bus station. If you're in an
exploratory mood, you can also cross over the
Yellow River into Shanxi from here.

An early-morning train runs from X1'an to
Héanchéng (Y19, 4%2 hours) at 2.50am. From
Hénchéng, a daily local train rumbles towards
Béijing via Pingyédo and Taiyuan at 4.10pm (Y217,
18 hours).

Yan’an EZZ
[Zl0911 / POP 107,000
When the diminished communist armies
pitched up here at the end of the Long
March, it signalled the beginning of Yan’an’s
brief period in the sun. For 12 years, from
1935 to 1947, this backwater town was the
CCP headquarters, and it was in the sur-
rounding caves that the party thrashed out
much of the ideology that was put into prac-
tice during the Chinese revolution.

These days, Yan’an’s residents seem to
be more interested in consumerism than



communism; for a small place, there are a
surprising number of shopping malls. But
its livelihood is still tied to the CCP; end-
less tour groups of mostly middle-aged ‘red
tourists’ pass through each year on the trail
of Mao and his cohorts. Few foreigners
make it here, so expect some attention.

© Sights
Yén'an Revolution Museum MusEuM
CEZ A s 500, Yan'an Géming
Jianshi Chénlieguan; Shengdi Lu; &8am-5pm)
By far the most flash building in town is
the new Yan’an Revolutionary Memo-
rial Hall (REZHAr4l &0, Yan'an Géming
Jiniangudn), fronted by a statue of Mao and
housing this museum. It offers an excel-
lent, if obviously one-sided, account of the
CCP’s time in Yan’an and the Sino-Japanese
‘War. More English captions would be nice,
but there are plenty of photos of the good
old days and other exhibits that are self-
explanatory. Bus 1 (Y1) runs here.

@ Yangjialing Revolution
Headquarters Site HISTORIC SITE
(MFIEEAr AL, Yangjialing Géming  Jitizht;
Yangjialing Lu; &:8am-6pm Mar-Nov, 8.30am-
5pm Dec-Feb) During their extended stay,
the communist leadership shifted around
Yan’an. As a result there are numerous
former headquarters sites. The most inter-
esting, this site is located 3km northwest
of the town centre. Here you can see the
assembly hall where the first central com-
mittee meetings were held, including the
seventh national plenum, which formally
confirmed Mao as the leader of the party
and the revolution. It’s fun watching the red
tourists pose in old CCP uniforms in front
of the podium.

Nearby are simple dugouts built into the
loess earth where Mao, Zhu De, Zhou Enlai
and other senior communist leaders lived,
worked and wrote.

@ Wangjiaping Revolution
Headquarters Site HISTORIC SITE
(EXEEHAIHAE; Wangjiaping Géming Jiuzhi;
Wangjiaping Lu; &8am-6pm Mar-Nov, 8.30am-
5pm Dec-Feb) Further south, this was the last
site occupied by the communist leadership
in Yan’an. The improved living conditions
at this site - houses rather than dugouts -
indicate the way the CCP’s fortunes were
rising by the time it moved here.

Both Revolution Headquarters Sites can
be reached by taking bus 1, which runs
along the road east of the river and then

heads up Shengdi Lu. Bus 3 runs along the
other side of the river along Zhongxin Jie;
get off when it crosses north over the river.
Both of these buses start at the train sta-
tion. Bus 8 also passes by these places and
can be caught from Da Bridge (K#7F). The
taxi flag fall is Y5.

@ Fénghuangshan Revolution
Headquarters Site HISTORIC SITE
(REULArIHAE;  Fénghuangshan  Géming
Jiuzhi; &8am-5pm Mar-Nov) More accessible
from town, this Revolution Headquarters
Site is about 100m west of the post office.
This was the first site occupied by the com-
munists after their move to Yan’an, before
being abandoned because it was too easy
for enemy planes to attack it. There’s a
photo exhibit about Norman Bethune, the
Canadian doctor who became a hero in
China for treating CCP casualties in the
late 1930s.

Treasure Pagoda MONUMENT
(415, Bdo Ta; admission Y65; ©6.30am-9pm
Mar-Nov, to 8pm Dec-Feb) Yan’an’s most prom-
inent landmark, Treasure Pagoda dates
back to the Song dynasty. For an extra Y10,
you can climb the very narrow steps and
ladders of the pagoda for a restricted view
of the city.

Qingliang Mountain PARK
(L Qingliang Shan; admission Y31; &:8am-
7pm Mar-Nov, to 5.30pm Dec-Feb) This was the
birthplace of the CCP propaganda machine;
Xinhua News Agency and the Liberation
Daily both started life here when the place
was known as ‘Information Mountain’
Now, it’s a pleasant hillside park with some
nice trails and a few sights, including Ten
Thousand Buddha Cave (JJfli; Wanfo
Dong) dug into the sandstone cliff beside
the river. The cave has relatively intact Bud-
dhist statues.

|2= Sleeping & Eating

There are few budget options in Yan’an.
Most hotels, though, offer discounts. It’s
also not a gourmet’s paradise, though the
night market, just off the small square in
the centre of town, is a fine spot for eating
al fresco and meeting the locals. Try the
very tasty handmade noodles.

Yan’an Shénzhou Gudji Hotel HOTEL $$
(JE 224 SHE BR K309 )E; Yan'an Shénzhou Guoji
Dajitidian; (21298 0888; Dong Dajie; 4< K 4; s/d
Y538/698, discounts of 60%; #/@) With its
dim lighting and red-themed decor, this
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new place close to the east bus station looks
distinctly dodgy at first glance. But it’s not
a love hotel and the rooms are modern and
spacious. Ignore the ludicrously optimistic
prices.

Yashéng Dajiudian HOTEL $$
(.25 K1) (21266 6000; Erdaojie Zhongduan;
IE B tw Y328-368, discounts of 40%;
[#]) Located in the centre of town, the
rooms here are clean and comfortable, if
slightly gloomy. There’s an OK restaurant
(dishes Y14 to Y40) on the top floor.

ﬁ Information

Bank of China ("1 [5/#¢17; Zhongguo Yinhang;
Dagiao Jie; &8am-5pm) On the corner of Dagiao
Jie and Erdao Jie, this branch has a 24-hour ATM.
There are other ATMs around town, too.

China Post ("1 [HlfE; Zhonggud Yéuzheng;
Yan'anshi Dajie) Post and telephone office.
Internet cafe (wangba; per hr Y3; &24hr) On
the 2nd floor, down an alley just to the left of the
Yasheng Dajitidian.

Public Security Bureau (PSB; % J5);
Gong'anju; 56 Yan'anshi Dajie) There is an office
at the Yan'an Binguan.

ﬂ Getting There & Away

Air

There are daily flights to Xi'an (Y380) and
Béijing (Y850) from the airport ( ¥ #L3%), 7km
northeast of the town.

The airline booking office, the Civil Aviation
Administration of China (CAAC; 1[5 [ fii;
Zhonggué Minhang; [212111111; &8am-noon &
2.30-5.30pm), is located on Baimi Dadao.

Bus

From Xi'an's east bus station, there are buses
to Yan'an (Y82.50, four to five hours) every 40
minutes from 6.30am to 4.20pm. The schedule
back to Xi'an is essentially the same. Buses
arrive and depart from the south bus station
(ViZEHguli; giche ndnzhan).

At Yan'an's east bus station (giché
dongzhan), there are buses to Yulin (Y69.50,
five hours) every 50 minutes from 7.25am to
6pm. Heading west, there are departures to
Yinchuan in Ningxia (Y107, eight hours); buses
leave at 8am, 9.30am and 10.30am, while
sleepers leave at 4pm and 5.30pm. You can
also get into Shanxiand Hénan from here.

Train

The quickest overnight train back to Xi'an leaves
at10.28pm (Y106, eight hours). Advance tickets
in Yan'an can be hard to come by - consider taking
the bus instead. A taxi from the train station into
town costs Y10.

Yilin JIHTEXN
[Z0912 / POP 92,000

Thanks to extensive coal mining and the
discovery of natural gas fields nearby, this
one-time garrison town on the fringes of
Inner Mongolia’s Mu Us Desert is boom-
ing. Despite all the construction, there’s
still enough of interest to make this a good
place to break a trip if you're following the
Great Wall or heading north on the trail of
Genghis Khan.

Parts of the earthen city walls are still
intact, while the main north-south pe-
destrian street in the elongated old town
(divided into Beidajie and Nandajie) has
several restored buildings, including what
appears to be an early-20th-century Bell
Tower (§#%; Zhong Lou). With several
restaurants and antique shops, it’s a nice
street to wander at night, when it’s lit by
lanterns.

West of Beidajie and Nandajie and run-
ning parallel to it is Xinjian Nanlu, where
you can find ATMs, internet cafes and a
post office. The streets running off it are
good for cheap restaurants.

Four kilometres north of Yilin are some
badly eroded 15th-century sections of the
Great Wall and a prominent four-storey
beacon tower (fA1t5; zhénbgitai; admission
Y20; &8am-6pm). Bus 11 (Y1) runs here from
Changcheng Nanlu, about 200m west of the
main bus station.

|2= Sleeping

Xiya Hotel HOTEL $$
(PG KAIE, Xiya Dajiudian; 21368 4000; 59
Xinjian Nanlu; 5 #4595 s/d Y238/268, dis-
counts of 30%; # @) The Xiya’s huge rooms
have comfy beds and all come with comput-
ers, while some of the bathrooms feature
cool whirlpool baths. With the discounts
on offer, it’s a good deal. The easy-to-miss
entrance is two doors down from a China
Mobile store.

Shunfa Zhaodaisuo HOTEL $§
(REFRF5IT (2326 8958; 2nd fl, 5 Yuyang
Zhonglu; K755 1% r with shared bath-
room Y60) Five minutes’ walk from the main
bus station and just east of Xinjian Nanlu,
this place offers OK basic accommodation
and is one of the few cheapies that will take
foreigners. Look for the red doors and head
up the stairs.
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Li Zicheng enjoyed a remarkable rise from shepherd to sitting on the imperial throne
and led the most successful of the many peasant rebellions that took place in the dying
days of the Ming dynasty. Bornin 1606, Li drew tens of thousands of followers in famine-
racked, 1630s Shaanxi by advocating equal shares of land for all and no taxes. Having
taken over large parts of Shaanxi, Shanxiand Hénan, Li and his army sacked Béijing and,
after the suicide of the last Ming emperor, Li proclaimed himself Emperor of the Shun
dynasty in April 1644.

His reign was short-lived. Less than two months later, the invading Manchu forces
defeated his army and Li retreated back to Shaanxi and subsequently to Hubéi, where he
either committed suicide or was killed in 1645. Four centuries later, Li'simpeccable so-
cialist credentials, as well as his megalomania, made him an ideal role model for the CCP,

who continue to laud his exploits as an early revolutionary.

e Getting There & Around

There is adaily flight from Yulin to Xi'an (Y400).
Yulin has two bus stations. If you get off the
bus inside the town walls (near the south gate),
you are at the main (south) bus station (¥<%-

¥uk; giché zhan); the regional (north) bus sta-
tion (%42 uk; kéyun zhan) is located 2km north-
west on Yingbin Dadao.

The main bus station has regular buses to
Xr'an (Y155, 10 hours) from 7am to 7.30pm. You
can also get frequent buses to Yan'an (Y69, five
hours), and morning buses to Taiyuan (Y122,
eight hours) and Yinchuan (Y127, five to six
hours).

The regional bus station has hourly buses to
Baotéu in Inner Mongolia (Y84, five hours) and
half-hourly buses to Dalitita (Y10, 1% hours),
from where you can travel on to Dongshéng.
Note that the buses to Dongshéng pass by Geng-
his Khan's Mausoleum.

The train station is 1km west of town. There
are two trains a day to X1'an (Y101 to Y165, 12 to
14 hours) via Yan'an, but sleeper tickets are hard
to come by.

Bus 1 (Y1) runs between the two bus stations.
Taxis around town and to the train station will
costyou Y5.

tion still live in caves and homes carved out
of the surrounding hillsides, while the small
old quarter, with its narrow alleys and di-
lapidated courtyard homes, is a fascinating
place to wander.

The principal sight, though, is the Li
Zicheng Palace (Z=HATHE; LI Zichéng
Xinggong; Xinggong Lu; admission Y20; &8.30am-
5.30pm). This well-preserved and compact
palace was built in 1643 at the height of
Li’s power. Set against a hillside, there’s
a statue of the man himself, as well as
pavilions, which house exhibits about Li
and notable Mizhi women, and a pagoda.
There’s also a fine theatre, where music
performances and plays were held, some-
times for three days at a time, to celebrate
Li’s victories. To reach the palace, walk
east on Xinggong Lu.

Turn left immediately after leaving the
palace and you are in the heart of the old
quarter of Mizhi. Many of the original,
late-Ming-dynasty courtyard homes sur-
vive, albeit in a rundown condition.

There’s no reason to stay the night, but
if you want to break the trip to Yan’an then
try the Baoshan Binguan (5115, (1621
3987; Zhihuang Xilu; JA 257G s & d Y50-100;

Mizhi K Jlg @), or the posher Jintai Hotel (&4 KIHE;
oot Jintai Dajitidian; (716211999, Jiulong Qiao; JL /A

About 70km south of Yilin, Mizhi is best
known as the hometown of Li Zicheng,
protocommunist and would-be emperor, as
well as for the alleged beauty of its female
residents.

Despite those twin draws, it’s a sleepy
place with a small Hui presence and way
off the tourist circuit; you will be the sole
foreigner in town and likely the only visitor
of any description. Some of the local popula-

JEAM; s/d/tr Y168/218/228; @) on the north
side of Jiulong Qiao.

Mizhi makes an easy day trip from Yulin.
Buses (Y19, 1% hours) run from Yulin’s
main, or south, bus station. Ask to get off
at Jiulong Qiao. Local buses to Yan’an will
also drop you here. At the time of writing,
road repairs meant the journey was taking
three to four hours.
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