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Explore one of colonial France’s greatest obstacles in navigating the Mekong — the rapids and falls rushing past Don
Det and Don Khone Islands — and examine the remnants of the transportation system engineered to defeat them,
while enjoying the surrounding nature and culture.

mmammﬂLssmﬂf)aswymﬂmesgmmsn 2gagu°(mcznuwwavuu (e
fiodo3nevwuh 99¢ 100 J mLaym“ﬁazwzwmaagm‘twusg Touszwas
QunwBn9g9zes, ca?oesmiu tae JuoadusouBeiinw asgsutunauiEunag
mmgmgao‘czﬂzegoeu.

S9i8eensannade cwsanaummmﬂvosmaso Hwounae FeuiiuSuamava
U080 KAy mauunmmwmau% °Z1Janmnmagaoozngaaﬂanmegnu
:]aﬂmmasaln mauznegszaLcuuwmaﬂmnssawwaqau‘m gt NFWIO
ga9ghgonUauhSn.

Pulley system running up the Hang Khone pier.

manannummucaumguwmjaau #Hbtaoe 5 n?aacumﬂnmgam‘cm
znmammmmdmgovzsgmuoemsm‘EUUjmmeuaame €L INF9
maao‘izﬂmmacmsensnwg La’mmgao‘cw NDaoaueaD 2.5 n?acwo
tmuzocmn mygnnm‘ia’wmmgﬁmwn tUoounn gy Usumanmaum
gvimg)zzmsasgasn.

Tourst Inforrmation © koo
Center
m vioge

5. Nakasang
One steam locomotive has been sitting idle for decades in Ban Khone Tai.

Somphamit (Li Phi) Waterfalls crash over Don Khone’s western bank.
DonTan
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For more information, please contact the
Tourist Information Center staff.
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Don Khone and Don Det offer a range of visitor services and facilities to make your stay more enjoyable.
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Don Khone's cozy tourist area offers a range of accommodation and
restaurants.
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Sample the fresh catch at one of the local restaurants or food stalls.
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Tourists leaving Ban Nakasang Pier for Don Det and Don Khone.
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The Don Det-Don Khone tourist tram

For more information, please contact the
Tourist Information Center staff.
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The French Connection
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Discover how the French conquered the Mekong’s most turbulent stretch by constructing a railway from Don Khone
to Don Det’s calmer upriver waters, beginning in the mid 1890s.
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Ban Don Det gantry’s reinforced concrete structure and pier
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To learn e about France’s attempt to navigate the Mekong, visit the

ns housing the steam engines in Hang Khone and Ban Khone Tai.

The railway bypassed the rapids to transport disassembled steamers
from Hang Khone to Ban Khone.

One of three locomotives used on the railway carved out of the Ban
Khone Tai jungle in 1990
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Rapids, Fishing & Teak
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Admire the roaring rapids rushing around the rocky 4,000 Islands, marvel at how locals benefit from
the turbulent waters, and see attempts by colonial traders to tame the torrent.
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Teak diversion wall seen from Don Pa Soy Qi :
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The Somphamit (Li Phi) Falls cascade off western Don
Khone were impassable by boat.

For more information, please contact the
Tourist Information Center staff.
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Hang Khone Homestay & Adventures
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Immerse yourself in island life with an overnight village homestay in Hang Khone, and embark on a
choice of soft expeditions.
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These tour programs are only available from December to May.

Wialk through rustic Ban Hang Sadam on Don Sadam Island
For more information, please contact
the Tourist Information Center staff.
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Don Khone Excursion
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Head off on a cycle or scooter to explore Don Khone on a one-day self-guided tour that covers the
entire island.
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Crossing the suspension bridge between Don Khone and Don Pa Soy
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For more information, please contact the LNTA- ADB
Tourist Information Center staff. S oo
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Discover the 4,000 Islands
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Spend some time in the Siphandon (4,000 Islands) area, and discover more of southern Champasak
Province’s natural, cultural, and historical attractions.

A shaded perspective of the Khone Phapheng Waterfalls
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For more information, please contact the
Tourist Information Center staff.
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Stay a day or two on Don Khong, once Laos’ southernmost French colonial base. The pier to the “Gateway
to the 4,000 Islands” sits just 14 km north of Nakasang, and a short ferry ride leads to the peaceful
island’s Buddhist heritage, colonial past, and laidback lifestyle.
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For more information, please contact Don
Khong’s Tourist Information Center.
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Dazzling Dolphins
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Behold the darling of the Mekong, the Irrawaddy dolphin, as they peek out of the river off Hang
Khone’s shores.
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For more information, please contact the
Tourist Information Center staff.
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